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 HARCOURT. 
CHAP. I. 


Every wiſh our hero had ever ventured © 
to breathe was now accompliſhed ; his pride 
dilated while he reflected he was a Douglas, 
and he anticipated the pleaſure of moving in 
the brilliant circle of faſhion, independent 
even of his uncle. Maſter of an immenſe . 
fortune, Lady Juliana Valtravers might not 
now think herſelf diſgraced by an union 
with the heir to the Duke of Durham: this 
was the firſt time the idea of her Ladyſhip 
VOle i. „ 2. 2 
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had preſented itſelf ſince he left Evian.— 
Would ſhe marry Lord Dunraven, he con- 
ſidered, after the decided marks of prefer- 
ence ſhe had ſhewn him? and ſhould he be 
inclined to make an offer of his hand, ad- 
mitting ſhe had, or meant to refuſe that 
Nobleman, was a point he could not reſolve. 
Like Marmontel's Alcibiades, he wiſhed to 
be loved {or himſelf. Madame de Valcerne 
had put this romantic notion into his head, 
and it may be ſuppoſed his opinion of his 
own merit was not decreated by the know- 
ledge he had fo lately acquired concerning 
his birth and expectations. His under- 
ſtanding, which was of a ſuperior order, 
| taught him not to value advantages from 
| which he intrinſically derived no merit ; yet 
|, how many people would now give him credit 
for every virtue in the catalogue of human 
perfection, who, bad he remained George 

| Harcourt, would, vice verſa, have ſuppoſed 
him capable of every crime | The Mac- 

| kenzies, for example, how different would 
their behaviour have been, had they been 
; able 
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able to divine he had even the ſlighteſt 


chance of ever ſucceeding to a Dukedom! f 


He next reflected he was related to his 
firſt friend, Principal Douglas, and his heart 
expanded with gratitude towards that wor- 
thy man, who had given him an education 
ſo ſuitable to his birth and preſent proſpects; 
while he equally rejoiced to find it was/ now! 
in his power to provide in the moſt ample 
manner for the Principal, ſhou!d he, as he 
much wiſhed, make England his future 
reſidence, | 


He roſe at his uſual hour, and ſoon after 
eleven the Duke was announced, who paid 
Mr. Elton ſome flattering and juſt compli- | 


ments upon the real benevolent ſers ice he 
had done his nephew, and was ſorry to find 


he was ſo ſoon to leave the kingdom, as he, 


no talked of doing in a few days, and ſaid 


he ſhould not requeſt his nephew would 
become his inmate tul he returned from 


F almouth, during which interval he ſhould 
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take the necefliry meaſures to ehable him 


to aſſume the name of Douglas, but hoped 


both gentlemen would dine with him ſans 
ceremonie. This was readily agreed to, and 
after ſitting near two hours, the Duke took 


his leave, infinitely pleaſed with the unaf- 
fected plainneſs of Mr. Eiton's manners, and 
happy to find his nephew was really likely 
to reflect a luſtre upon the honourable name 
of Douglas. 


— 


| ; | | / 
George employed the interval between his 
uncle's viſit, and the time he thought neceſ- 


ſary to devote to his toilet, in writing to 


the Principal, and to Albertine, preſſing the 
former very much to leave the Democrats 


to diſorganize France at their leiſure, and 


aſſuring the latter ſhe would ſoon be pro- 
perly introduced into the beau monde,” under 


the auſpices, and as the ward of the Duke 


of Durham, in whoſe favour he begged 
leave to relinquiſh the title of her guardian, 


though he ſhould ever continue to regard her 


in the light of a beloved filter. He read 


both 


ti 
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both letters to Elton, who was gratified by 
theſe repeated marks of his confidence, and 

mentally offered up a prayer, that fo excel- 
| lent a heart and diſpoſition might not be 
perverted by thoſe follies more than tolerated 
among people of rank and faſhion. 


The Duke received them in his library, 
and pointed out the picture his nephew fo 
ſtrongly reſembled, which was done for his 
mother before ihe went abroad; and then 
proceeded to tell George he had waited upon 
a lady who was in the habit of taking a few 
young people under her protection after they 
had finiſhed their education, as there were 
many reaſons which induced guardians parti - 
cularly to look upon her houſe as an eligible 
aſylum for their wards upon their entrance 
into life. Her name was Shenſtone. She 
was in every reſpect a woman of faſhion, of 
unblemiſhed character; the widow of a ſu- 
perior Officer, rather ſtraitened in her 
circumſtances, which induced her to have 
12 —ͥ 
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recourſe to this agreeable and honourable 
method of increaſing her income. _ _ 

6 Unluckily,” the Duke continued, 
« ſhe cannot take our joint ward at preſent. ; - 
fo I think Mademoiſelle de Valcerne had 
better remain at Brighton a ſhort time 
longer, than run the riſk of being leſs agree- 
ably fituated ; and Mrs. Shenſtone has pro- 
miſed to receive her the firſt week in Fes 
bruary.” 
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of 


George was perfectly of his uncle's opi- 
nion, and thought Albertine could not ob- 
je& to ſo prudent an arrangement, The 
afternoon was dedicated to buſineſs, as the 
Duke wiſhed Mr. Elton to be preſent when 
he delivered up his truſt to his nephew; and 
that gentleman took an opportunity to tell 
the Duke, he ſhould, notwithſtanding his 
late great acceſſion of fortune, and future 
brilliant proſpects, make his wife's grandſon 
his heir; he had no nearer relations, and 


his being acknowledged by his mother's 
family 
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family was no ia Why he ſhould not 
conceive the promiſe he had made his wife 
upon her death-bed ſacred. 3355 


« won't offer you ſo groſs an affront, 
my good friend,” replied the Duke, as to 
compliment you upon doing what you ſup- 
poſe is right. Our joint heir will do us 
both honour ; you may be proud of your 
grandſon, and, believe me, I already glory 
in my nephew,” 1 


The Duke had as few foibles as fall to the 


ſhare of moſt men; but he had a ſort of 


fainily pride, which led him to ſuppoſe the 
deſcendants of the houſe of Douglas were a 


| ſuperior order of beings. Except from him- 


ſelf, for he was modeſt to an exceſs in that 


particular, he concealed this weakneſs ; he 
- conceived the name, or rather the blood, 
muſt enſure beauty and every female virtue 


to the one ſex,—and figure, courage, and 
every manly quality and perfection to the 


other. George ſo far exceeded his moſt 
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ſanguine expectations even of a Douglas, 


who muſt of courſe have inherited all the 


bravery and virtues of his noble anceſtors, 


that from the ſecond day of their intimacy, 
no one could have perſuaded this, in moſt 
reſpects, excellent man, his idolized nephew 
was ever in the wrong. Thoſe who had 


been Js friends, he conceived entitled to the 
firſt place in his eſteem; and notwithſtand- 


ing bis univerſal philanthropy, he avowed the 


utmoſt hatred for is enemies, and ſuch he 
juſtly ſtyled the Mackenzies. Mr. Elton 
participated too much in his ſentiments to 


condemn them; they therefore ſeparated 
mutually pleaſed with each other, and ſpent 
great part of their time together while Mr. 
Elton remained in London, who having 


regulated his affairs, and once more, to their 
regret, taken leave of his friends, ſet out 


early in the enſuing week, accompanied by 


his grandſon, for Falmouth, who, after 


having ſeen the worthy man embark, haſt- 
ened back to London, and, to the Duke 
of Durham's infinite ſatisfaction, took up 
8 : | his 
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bis abode in St. James's Square; when, every 
neceſſary form having been obſerved, he was. 
preſented to their Majeſties, and to all his 
uncle's friends, as the Honourable Mr. 
Douglas, and future Duke of Durham; 
which intimation, and the large fortune he 
was ſoon known to have in poſſeſſion, pro- 
cured him a numerous fet of acquaintance, 
and a general invitation from moſt families 
of diſtinct ion in London. 


Among the moſt intimate of his new 
friends, was the Marquis of Beuifort, eldeſt 
{on to the Duke of Northington, and brother 
to the Lord John Villars whom Mackenzie 
had attended to Venice. As the two fami- 
lies were related by intermarriages, the 
young men were introduced to each other as 
couſins—a circumſtance that placed them. . 
immediately upon the moſt familiar foot- 
ing; and under the auſpices of this diffi. 
pated, extravagant young Nobleman, 
Douglas ſoon ſhone confpicuous among the 
moſt daſhing young men of faſhion of the 

5 age. 
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age. Pride ſtill preſerved him from Allg 
into any of the exceſſes which many of his 
companions gloried in, and he was neither to 
be laughed nor ridiculed out of the excellent 
precepts Principal Douglas had early in- 
ſtilled into his mind; yet a ſort of arrogant 
conſciouſneſs that his actions were ever regu- 
lated by the ſtrict rule of right, notwith- 
ſtanding the vortex of diſſipation he was 
involved in, rather tarniſhed his merit. 


The Duke of Northington, who had been 
peculiarly unfortunate in his children, looked 
upon him as a prodigy; while the Marquis 
of Beuifort had ſenſe enough to admire, 
what he had not fortitude enough to imitate, 
and found, in ſpite of what he termed his 
rigid principles, Douglas became every day 
more and more the envy of his own ſex, and 
the admiration of the other. 

Thus flattered, courted, and praiſed, it 
may be ſuppoſed his pride was not likely to 
diminiſh, when it received a very ſevere, 
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though not very unexpected check from his 
uncle, who informed him one evening, when 


they happened to be tete-d- tote, that he 


had juſt received an expreſs from Monteith 
Abbey, by which he learned that his fair 


ward, Lady Juliana Valtravers had diſ- 


poſed of her hand, on the day it was diſ- 
patched, to Lord Dunraven. | 


« A ſort of family arrangement,” the Duke 
continued; *I wiſh it may prove a happy 
one; Lady Juliana might have looked higher. 


However, ſince it was her parent's with ſhe 


ſhould marry this young man, why it is all 
very well. I think you law her Ladyſhip at 
Evian, George? She will be aſtoniſhed when 


I introduce you to her as my nephew, and 


perhaps ſorry ſhe did not take more time to 


look about her. 


« I muſt diſclaim your compliment as far 
as it concerns myſelf, Sir,” replied George, 
more piqued than he would have choſen to 
acknowledge; © had Lady Juliana felt the 
fighteſt degree of preference in my favour, 
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ſhe would hardly have been in ſuch haſte to 
part with her liberty ; and for my own part, 
I ſhould deſpiſe the fineſt woman in Eng- 
land, who would not as ſoon have accepted 


my hand under my former diſadvantages as 


at this moment. 
* Spoke like a Douglas!” exclaimed the 
Duke, 
George haſtily changed the ſubject to one 
more conſonant to his feelings, and leſs 
mortifying to his vanity. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP II. 


HrrgERro every thing had concurred 
to raiſe Douglas in his own eſteem; but this 
was ſuch a convincigg proof of the fallacy of 
his expectations, to be loved for himſelf, tliat 
he was almoſt tempted to forſwear any future 
connexion with ſo fickle a ſex. Lady 
Dunraven was an ambitious coquette, very 
_ unworthy the regret of any ſenſible man, 
and he was pleaſed with the notion that ſhe 
would now ſuppoſe he might, had he felt 
himſelf ſo inclined, have aſpired to her hand 
even at Evian : therefore ſhe muſt place his 
former reſerve to the indifference with which 
he beheld her charms. Such an ideagratified 

his - 
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his prevalent failing, and he almoſt longed 
to be introduced to this haughty beauty, 
merely to ſee how ſhe would behave, It is 
truly obſerved in one of our Poets 


« In te the mind grows tough by buffetting the 


tempeſt ; 
« But in proſperity diffolving, ſinks to eaſe, and loſes all its 


firmneſs 1 


So fared it with Douglas; his heart was 
ſtill the reſidence of truth and honour, and 
the molt noble generous ſentiments glowed 
in his boſom : but two months? familiar in- 
tercourſe with a ſet of the moſt fathionable 
diſſipated young men in town, inſenſibly led 
him to join in their follies. The pride-of 
conſcious rectitude vaniſhed before the de- 
luſive voice of pleaſure; he became a mem- 
ber of the ſuperior gaming clubs, and his 
coneivial joys were ſometimes puſhed to all 
the extravagancy of frantic Bacchanalian 
rites :—ſuch was the inJuence of bad ex- 
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The Duke of Durham was unfortunately 
perſuaded his excellent principles would pre- 
ſerve his morals; and his turning night into 
day, loſing or winning thouſands at hazard, 
talking of keeping running horſes, with 
various other extravagances, were merely 
follies natural at his age, and only rendered 
his virtues more conſpicuous. This he told 
the Duke of Northington, when he hinted to 
him that his nephew ſeemed to have broken 
through the excellent reſolutions he had 
formed upon his ſetting out in life, and was 
not ſorry to obſerve he bade fair even to 
outvie his ſons in the annals of extrava- 
gance. 

Albertine ſtill remained at Brighton, as 
Mrs. Sheuſtone was yet unable to accommo- 
date her, though it was now the latter end 
of February. However, as ſhe hoped to be 
able to receive her during the enſuing month, 
that young lady was obliged, very much 
againſt her will, to remain with the Benſon 
family. She continued regularly to corre- 


ſpond 
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ſpond with her guardian; and when he found 


time, he anſwered half a dozen of her letters 
at once. To Mr. Elton he wxote every 
week ; and that gentlemap, in the mildeſt 
manner, endeavoured to point out the 
errors of the faſhionable conduct he had 
adopted. Douglas's own excellent under- 
ſtanding made him truly ſenfible of that 
good man's kind intentions; but diſſipation 
was become habitual, and he continued to 
dazzle the faſhionable world by the ſplen- 
dour of his equipages, liveries, and other 
et ceteras, and to afford paragraphs for the 
different newſpapers, while his natural good 
ſenſe taught him to condemn the life he led. 


One fine morning early in March, as he 
was daſhing along Piccadilly, mounted in his 


curricle, and followed by two grooms, his 
progreſs was impeded by a broad-wheeled 
waggon, which was crawling along by the 
fide of one of the ſtands of coaches, in too 
narrow a part of the ſtreet for him to paſs it 


with Ws While he was followi ing this heavy 
machine, 
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machine, a gentleman on horſeback rode up 
to the fide of his carriage, and looked him 
full in the face, exclaiming— 


* Zounds! ſure my eyes don't deceive 
me! Lou whiſked by me ſo quick while I 
was mounting, I could not ſee your face? 
Don't you remember me, George? | 
c Charles Creighton, by all that's won- 
derful !”” cried Douglas, glancing his eyes 
over a ſmart buck, very well mounted, and 
attended by a groom in a rich livery ; 
ce who would have expected to have ſeen 
you in London ? Ithought you were broilinge. 
under the torrid zone, ſmoking ſegars, and 
eating pillaw, But how have you done 

ſince we parted : " 

„ Riſen in the world as you leem to 
have done, George?“ extending his un- 
gloved hand, which his friend cordially 
ſhook. 

" 8 alight, and get into the 
curricle, Charles; I will drive you wherever 
you chuſe; for whether Igo North, South, 
es. or Weſt, is a matter of abſolute in- 


difference 
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difference to me, and I ſhall be very glad of 
your company.“ 

« With all my ſoul, ” was the reply, 
alighting at the ſame moment; I was only 
going to difplay my graces in Rotten- 
Row.” -* | : 

Then you * have no objection to 
accompany me to Hammerſmith. I owe 
the Duke of Northington, who is confined 
at his villa with a cold, a how do you, and 
was on my road thither.” 

« Your equipage and ſuite induce me to 
credit your words, George, elſe I ſhould 
think you were quizzing me. Dame For- 
tune has been very bountiful tome of late, but 
you ſeem to have been a ſtill more favoured 
mortal ; for who, in the name of Heaven, 
would have thought two ſuch poor devils as 
we were when we parted, would have met 
again two bucks of the firſt claſs, Do, for 
pity's ſake, pn how you came to be fo 
Fun man,” 


« 


« Why, 
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„ Why, then, in three words, I have 

within the laſt three months taken the name 

of Douglas, by my grandfather's (the late 

Duke of Durham) expreſs orders, and in 
obedience to his will. 


«© Say no more, my dear fellow; I am 


au fait of every thing, and wiſh you joy 


from the bottom of my ſoul. I have heard 
of no one but yourſelf ſince my arrival in 
London; but little thought the elegant 


Douglas — daſhing Douglas — faſhionable 


Douglas—was your ſweet (elf! You have 
{till greater honours in expectation, I under- 
ſtand ; I no longer wonder you were ſuch a 
favourite with the old Principal.” 


« You do my excellent friend a real in- 


juſtice, Charles; humanity alone induced 


him to befriend the hapleſs orphan I then 
was.” | 5 75 
« Only ſatisfy my curioſity reſpecting 
yourſelf,” rejoined Creighton, © and you 
ſhall have all my adventures ſince we 
parted.” " 
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*Recolleft it muſt be conſidered as a ſecret, 
ſaid Douglas, as it is not neceſſary the 
faſhionable world ſhould know the Duke of 
Durham's grandſon owed his education to 
the charity of a ſtranger.” 3» 


« Tt would be too mortifying to our 
modern bucks to find themſelves (as I find G 
they are) fo totally eclipſed by this late un- + 
friended orphan. However, you know, þ 

George, you may depend upon my diſcre- j 
tion, though Iam afraid my unexpected K 
good fortune has rather unſettled my flighty 'r 
brain; for you muſt know, ſoon after my 4 
arrival in India, I was informed my god {+ 
father, whom to my recollection I never te 
ſaw, had taken it into his head to die, and 4 
leave me thirty thouſand pounds, which I FT 
thought a very pretty beginning for my 1 
future Nabobſhip. But ſoon” after this te 
unexpected event, it pleaſed God to take a k. 
| liking to my brother; and for fear my valour ti 
ſhould induce me to expoſe my life, now ye 
become of conſequence to my family, I was T 
recalled to make way for a leſs fortunate ju 
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cadet, who was not, like myſelf, next heir to 


a2 Baronet, and I haftened immediately home. 


On my landing once more in Britain on my 
native Highlands, I found my father no 
more, and my mother inconſolaple for her 
double loſs. My arrival proved a real ſource 
of conſolation to her, though we were poſi- 
tively almoſt ſtrangers to each other, as I 
had never ſeen her ſince 1 left home at nine 


years old, in ſearch of knowledge ; and you 


know how well I had ſucceeded 3 in that pur- 


| ſuit. However, to make ſhort of my ſtory; 
having | in vain endeavoured to prevail upon 


the worthy Dowager to accompany me to 
town, I ſat out ſolus to take poſſeſſion of 
a very handſome town houſe that overlooks 
the Green Park, at the door of which I was 
mounting as your equipage caught my at- 
tention; and I was forced unwillingly to ac- 1 
Kao there were more elegant bucks 
than myſelf, little expecting to recognize 
your features in the object of my envy. But 
[ truſt you will take me under your tuition, 
juſt to inſtruc me in the noble art of 

6 ſpending 
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eee pounds a month with 
eclat.” 

« Oh faith ! the delt thing i in rature ; 
but don't let me adviſe you to be miſled by 
my example. I formed ſome. excellent re- 
ſolutions, and, to my ſhame be it ſpoken, 
have kept none; yet, upon my ſoul, I am 
often aſhamed when I reflect how unprofit- 
ably my time is ſpent, and how much 
money I ſquander away I could really ſpend 
it infinitely more to my ſatisfaction. So 
much for faſhionable folly, Charles; you 
find I can moralize upon my. own faults, 
Whether I ſhall ever ſeriouſly ſet about a 
reform in my conduct, I can't pretend to 
ſay ; but believe me I don't glory in my 
errors; and I ſhall be proud of introducing 
you to the Duke of Durham, from whom 
$ you can learn nothing but good, and whom 
I hope, when cured of my preſent delxum, 
I ſhall endeavour to reſemble.“ 


Sir Charles laughed, and faid, at all I 
events he ſeemed determined to make no hou 
| more 
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more raſh reſolutions. He then enquired 
after the Mackenzies; and George proceeded 


to inform him how he had, and how he 


meant to behave. to that worthy family. 


Sir Charles was ſo deeply intereſted in 
his narrative, that Douglas ſent one of his 
ſervants with his compliments of enquiry to 
the Duke of Northington inſtead. of paying 
his intended viſit, and turned his horſes 


heads towards London. 


The Baronet declared himſelf anxious to 


ſee his friend's fair ward; and if ſhe in- 
herited any of her mother's beauty or excel- 
lent qualities, he ſhould certainly become a 
candidate for her favour. Douglas encou- 
raged the notion, as he. particularly wiſhed 


to ſee his lamented friend's daughter well 


married ; but told Sir Charles he muſt judge 


for himſelf, and promiſed to introduce him 
to Albertine as ſoon as ſhe arrived in town. 


Douglas alighted at the Baronet's, whoſe 


houſe, though ſmall when compared to the 


One 


r 
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one he inhabited, was very commodious, 
and very elegantly fitted up. But for prior 
engagements, they would have ſpent the day 
together ; as it was, the Baronet agreed to 
dine at Durham Houſe the following day, 
and they mutually determined to ſpend 
great part of their time in each other's com- 


pany. 
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CHAP, III. 


DoveLas dined by appointment at 
the Star and Garter with the Marquis ot 
Beuifort, Colonel Fraſer, only ſon to Lord 
Everly, to whom he had been lately intro“ 
duced, and the Earl of Valmont, with 
whom he had renewed the acquaintance 
commenced at Evian, and who, in common 
with his other new friends, preſumed Elton 
was his paternal, and the late Duke of 
Durham his maternal grandfather; which in 
his and their opinion perfectly accounted for 
his recent change of name, and the late 
Duke's eſtrangement from his daughter, as 
they knew his pride could ill Brook an 
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of proper reſt. Georg 
inherent to his nature, acknowledged the 
truth of his Grace's remarks, and proteſted 


26. / 


alliance with a merchant. 
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A dozen more 
and the evening, or 


It map therefore be ſuppoſed 
Douglas did not ſee the Duke till late the 
next day, who for the firſt time ventured to 


hint he was afraid the preſent faſhionable 


hours did not agree with him, as he looked 


unuſually pale, and ſeemed languid for want 


e, with the frankneſs 


he could alledge nothing in defence of what 
common ſenſe condemned, though autho- 
rized by the votaries of ken, or more 
proper, of follj. 


young men of equal rank, but inferior parts, 
completed the ſet, 
rather nigbt, was devoted to dice and 
Champaign. 


Come, come, ſuch an ingenuous con- 


feſſion deſerves applauſe, replied the Duke; 


only take care of your health for my ſake 


and the .worthy Elton's. You are at an age 


a 


* 


to enjoy pleaſure; I only with your friends 
would allow you to dedicate a little more 
time 


„ 1 Ho Bo x 
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ward is arrived in town, Lady Dunraven. 


neſs, and of courſe paid my congrat ulatory 


Monteith's numerous queſtions, told them 
your mother had forfeited my brother's 


mily, notwithſtanding the reſpectability of 
every branch, and that your paternal grand- 
mother was a Douglas ; that fortunately 


mately proved of real advantage to you, as 
you had received an excellent education, and 
had reaped much more benefit from travelling 
with your grandfather, than you would have 
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time to repoſe. But have you an engage- 
ment for this evening? for my late married 


1 met Lord Monteith yeſterday upon buſt». 


compliments to the bride, and requeſted: 
leave to introduce my nephew ; ſhe receives 
company this evening, and aſſured me ſhe 
ſhould be happy to ſee Mr. Douglas. I 
entered into no details concerning you; 
merely in anſwer to the Earl and Lady 


favour by marrying into a merchant's fa- 


the Duke's miſtaken prejudices had nlti- - 


done under the care or tuition of any mer- 
cenary Governor. Theſe hints I thought 
E * would 
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would account for your having bore the 
name of Elton at Evian, and render them 
leſs inquiſitive when they recognize their old 
acquaintance in Mr. Douglas.” 

„True, Sir,“ replied George, and 1 
ſhall be happy to accompany you to the 
bride's at your own hour, notwithſtanding 
one of my oldeſt friends is coming to dine 
here ;” mentioning where his intimacy with 
Creighton commenced, and how unex- 
pected y they had met again. 


The Duke aſſured him he ſhould be very 
happy to fee the Baronet, and was very glad 
they had renewed their friendſhip ſo oppor- 
tunely. They were debating upon the 
ſtrange accidents which had hitherto chequer- 
ed. George's eventful life; when'the groom of 

the chambers brought the Duke a note, in- 
forming him, as he preſented it, thata ſervant 
' waited for an anſwer. George was cifing to 
retire, meaning to take a ride for an hour, 


when the Duke ſtopped him, faying— 
"4.10 
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« *Tis from Mrs. Shenſtone, who means, 
if we have no objection, | to ſet out for 
Brighton to-morrow, and to bring Made- 
moiſelle de Valcerne back with her, and re- 
queſts proper credentials for the purpoſe.” 

„ Oh, I will write to Albertine and her 
kind hoſts ; and a few words of thanks from 
your Grace for the care they have taken of 
your ward, would be very acceptable I can 
ſuppoſe, and almoſt deemed an equivalent 
for the trouble they have taken.” 

„ will ſet about the taſk immediately, 
my dear fellow, while you write to the 
young lady; and muſt requeſt you will pay 
her a few gallant compliments in my name, 
and affure her I have long been impatient to 
enter upon my change | 


T hey armed 55 the library for the 
purpoſe, and had ſcarcely finiſhed when Sir 
Charles Creighton was announced, who 
proteſted, after the ceremony of his intro- 
duction was over, he ſhould never be able 
to obſerve etiquette with his friend George, 

WO. | elſe 
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elſe he knew he had made his appearance 
much. too ſoon for a dinner viſiter at the 
Duke of Durham's ; but his Grace muſt 
place bis deficiency in point of ceremony 
wholly to his regard for bis nephew, with 
whom he had a thouſeud: Gage to talk 
over. 


eh bee frendlhip for his 
dots Douglas enfured the Baronet the 
Duke's eſtcem. They ſpent a moſt agree- 
able day, as orders had been given not to 
admit any company, that they might not 
be interrupted; and Sir Charles roſe very 
high in the Duke's good graces before they 
parted, and readily promiſed to dine or ſup 
whenever it ſuited him, ſans ceremonie, at 
Durham houſe, whether Douglas was at 
home to receive him or not. | 


As ſoon as he was gone, the Duke and his 
nephew ſet out for the Earl of Monteith's, 
with whom the new-married couple refided. 

7 3 they had 1. it 88985 there was a great 
crowd 


TW 
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crowd of faſhionable folks afſembled to pay 
their compliments, Cuſage upon ſuch occa- 


ſions. When they entered, Douglas: was 


rather-at a loſs to define his feelings with 
reſpect to the bride as he walked up the 


rooms, but very curious to ſee the bride- 
groom. He was firſt introduced .to Lord 


and Lady Monteith, who with ſome con- 
fuſion recognized the merchant's grandſon 
they had en to overlook at Evian; 
they made a few awkward attempts at apo- * 
logies and congratulations upon his change 
of name, and felt relieved when he made his 
retreating bow, and followed bis uncle 


through the crowd of admirers who ſur- 


rounded the beautiful bride. She was in 
excellent ſpirits, receiving the hotnage ſhe 


thought ſo much her due, and dealing out 


her faſcinating ſmiles to all around, when 


| ſhe beheld the man ſhe had long wiſhed In 


vain to obliterate from her memoty. 


The momentary 400 of pleafure the” 


unexpected meeting with a beloved object 


4 | is 
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is ſure to occaſion, ſoon receded before the 
painful reflection that ſhe had beſtowed her 
hand upon one man, while her heart was in 
the poſſeſſion of another. The firſt idea 
had tinged her lovely cheeks with additional 
bloom; but the ſecond had as inſtantly 
robbed them of even their former colour, 
which the diſcovery that the much-admired, 
much- beloved, and much-regretted Elton 
was nephew to her guardian, and heir to 
the firſt Dukedom in the three 9 
was not likely to reſtore. 


| The Duke, nay every one noticed her 
agitation, while Douglas paid her his com- 
pliments with the ſame indifference he would 
have addreſſed a total ſtranger, ſeemed 
wholly unconſcious of the ' perturbation 
every other perſon near her Ladyſhip attri- 
buted to his appearance, and turned to the 
happy bridegroom, who was advancing to- 
wards the Duke, with an air of unconcern 
peculiarly mortifying. to Lady Dunraven, 
who determined to ſummon pride to her 


„ alliltance, 
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aſſiſtance, and convince this frigid mortal 
ber memory was as ſhort as his ſeemed to 
be. But how different were their ſenſations ! 

Douglas acted a natural—her Ladyſhip a 
ſtudied part, and her forced gaiety was not 
proof againſt bis unfeigned indifference ; for 


the more ſhe convinced him he had not 


been miſtaken in the nature of her ſenti- 
ments at Evian, the more he deſpiſed her 
for permitting Lord Dunraven to addreſs 
her. | 

\ 

The Viſcount was nearly of his own age, 
but a dwarf in compariſon of ſize and figure; 
and his countenance, at once devoid of ex- 
preſſion, intereſt, or beauty, was the exact 
index to his mind : he was indolently good- 
natured, and. was diſtinguiſhed by an inva- 


riable ſmile or ſimper. To obtain Lady 


Juliana Valtravers's hand, he would have 
performed impoſſibilities, as avarice was 


not only his reigning, but his ſole paſſion; 
and every one knows what lengths miſers 


vill go to gratify their love of money, there- 


"of fore 
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fore 1 bis couttſhip he was a perfe& 
\ cameleon, ſubſervient in every inſtance to 
her Ladyſhip's capricious humour. A thirſt 
for power induced her to accept his hand, 
while ſhe ſeriouſly regretted Elton was a 
Citizen, and ſtill more that ſhe made fo 
little impreſſion upon his heart ; but .con- 
cluding they ſhould never meet again, ſhe 
conſented, with a tolerable grace, to fulfil 
the dying requeſt of her mother, and accom- 


pany to the altar a man ſhe deſpiſed, who 


ſoon explained that her hand and fortune 
were all he coveted, as from the moment he 
bccame her huſband, the molt. mortifying 
neglect ſucceeded his late ſedulous endea- 
vours to pleaſe, and left her full leiſure to 
repent her haſty deciſion in his favour. 
Curioſity induced her to aſk ſome of her 
ſurroundipg beaux, before the Duke made 


his appearance, what ſort of a being his 


half citizen nephew was, and was affured by 


many gentlemen he was the magnet of the 


faſhionable world; the moſt elegant, moſt 
expenſive, 
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expenſive, and moſt amiable man of his age 
and rank in England. Even thoſe that 
ttempted to criticize him, diſplayed. their 
envy of his ſuperior accompliſhments in 
their wilhes to lower him in the general 
eſteem. # 


Thus prepared to expect a ſuperior being, 
it may be ſuppoſed her Ladyſhip was not 
diſappointed when ſhe found this much=- 
admired Douglas was the handſome Elton. 
who had ſo ſeriouſly injured her peace of mind. 
The compliments of the ſurrounding group 
became firſt inſipid, then tireſome in the 
extreme; their congratulation3 were almoſt 
inſults, conſidering the fituation of her 
heart; and Douglas, the only man ſhe had 
every ſeriouſly wiſhed to captivate, ſedu- 
louſly avoided giving her any opportunity to 
remind bim of their former intimacy. 


Lord Valmont, who made his appearance 
ſoon after the Duke of Durham, app: oach-- 
ed her with the Marquis of Beuifort, and: 

| | c & : each. 
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each endeavoured to outvie the other in their 
_ congratulations and compliments; but 
there was a degree of ſarcaſtic irony legible 
upon the countenance of the former, truly 
provoking in her opinion, particularly 
when he enquired whether ſhe did notf 
think Mr. Douglas was' ſtrangely improved 
fince ſhe had laſt ſeen him 
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„ have not made the Rn,” ſhe 
r plied: 

| _—_— * Your Ladyſhip certainly has not at- 
N BY; tended to him then,” rejoined the Earl; 
| cc conſider, WH 


Will « Can now vaunt a lineage of the greateſt ; and recount, 


7 Among his fathers, names of ancient ſtory, heroes, and 


godlike patriots.“ 


And does that improve the perſon or 
the underſtanding, Lord Valmont?“ en- 
quired her Lady ſhip, endeavouring to con- 
ceal how ſeverely ſhe felt the application, 
u: der a feigned laugh. | 


« Both 


\ HARCOURT. 37 


« Both, in many people's opinion; but 
here comes our friend. I dare ſay he is of 
my way of thinking; ſuppoſe your Ladyſhip 
puts the queſtion to bim „ 


Be 
to th 


e ſhe could reply, George was cloſe 
, and ſhe eagerly exclaimed— 


cc Wo were talking about Evian, Mr. 
Douglas.“ 
« Her Ladyſhip don't wiſh to make 


you vain, Douglas, elſe ſhe would have in- E 


formed you that you were the — of our 
diſcourie, and my panegyric.” | 

Upon my word your Lordſhip is very 
obliging,“ was the reply; „but I ſhould 
have thought you might have found many 
ſubjects more likely to amuſe Lady Dunra- 
wk 
« Don't attend to his nonſenſe I requeſt, 
Mr. Douglas, and do tell me how the good 
Mr. Elton does. | 

<« He was in very tolerable health when I 


laſt heard from him, my Lady; he is now at 
| ron 


ce Indeed ! 
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Indeed! Would you believe it, I was 


ſo dull of comprehenſion, that I had not the 
' ſlighteſt idea, notwithſtanding. what the 
Duke of Durham ſaid yeſterday, I had ever 
ſeen you before.“ 

« As no doubt your 1 h d long 
ſince forgotten {ugh a perſon as myſelf ex- 
iſted, I can ſuppoſe you felt very little inte- 
reſted in the Duke's partial account of his 
nephew.“ 


Her Ladyſhip was exceſſively pleaſed 
that the entrance of more company afforded 
her an excuſe to turn from 5 
retreated with his two friends, each anxious 
to rally him upon the bride's behaviour. — 
He liſtened with tolerable patience for ſome 
time to their joint prognoſtics, then ſeri- 
ouſly aſked Lord Valmont whether he had 
ever had any reaſon to ſuppole him in, love 
with Lady Juliana Valtravers ? 


„I know ſhe in vain endeavoured to warm 
yur ny heart, n being ! but ſhe 


Was 
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was very willing to become tlie heroine of a 
romance in favour of Mr. Elton, and I am 
certain ſhe does not behold Mr. Douglas 
with the eyes of indifference.” 

She is a coquette, I believe; but pray 
judge her with leſs ſeverity, Valmont, and 
imagine it poſſible ſhe may talk to me about 
Flas, and yet be very much in love with 
Lord Dunraven.“ 

I maintain your concluſion to be im- 
poſſible, Douglas, cried the Marquis; 
« ſhe may or may not like you, but it 1s 
not in the nature of anv woman tv love that 
 narrow-minded, ſelfiſh, miſerly, ſtupid look- 
ing little being ſhe calls huſband; and if ſhe 
draws comparitons between you, it would be 
paying you a poor complunent to ſay they 
muſt terminate in your favour. Therefore if 
ſhe ſeems inclined to play the _ why 
practiſe Lord Cheſterficld's precepts,” 
Never while I brezthe, Marquis. I 
reſpe& my own peace of mind rather too 
much, and mult fay, I think cuſtom, faſhion, 
& SK os 
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or example, very poor excuſes for any ſerious 
breaches of moral rectitude.“ 

e Take care you don't fail when put to 
the trial, Douglas,” ſaid the Marquis. 

At that moment the Duke of Dur- 
ham approached the trio, and propoſed re- 
turning home to his nephew, who aſſured 
him he was at his ſervice. They made their 
bows and their exit, and Douglas gladly 
retired ſoon after ſupper, to court that re- 
poſe he really began to wand. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


ON the ſecond morning after the above- 


mentioned viſit, juſt as Sir Charles and 
Douglas were ſetting off for Liquorpond- 


ſtreet, to give ſome orders reſpecting a 


coach the former had building, a packet 
was brought to the latter, which he knew 


from the direction came from the Principal, 


and of courſe ſtopped to perule the contents. 
It contained many bills upon England for 
various ſums, which he requeſted his young 
friend would place the product of in the 
funds, hinting how much he was at a loſs 


who to truſt with ſeveral things of his own 


and 
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and other people's he was defirous to ſend to 
England. 8 5 


— 


— 


— 


George, who had | long been anxious for 


an opportunity to convince this moſt excel- 
lent man of his unbounded gratitude for paſt 


favours, and the kind friendſhip he had 
manifeſted for him when totally forſaken by 


his unprincipled guardian, inſtantly deter- 


mined to ſet out for Paris, in hopes it might 
be in his power to ſerve him much more 
eſſentially there than in London, and imme- 


diately mentioned this ſudden reſolution 
to the Duke and Baronet. 


As the firſt fury of the Revolutioniſts had 


ſubſided, and the Britiſh Court had an Am- 
baſſador at Paris, the Duke did not oppoſe 
his intention, though he requeſted he would 
make a very ſhort ſtay upon the Continent, 


as he ſhould really be very roy during his 
abſence.“ 


cc As 
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te As your Grace muſt have formed a very 
high idea of my prudence,” faid Sir Charles, 
| « T am ſure it would afford you infinite 
ſatisfaction to know your nephew had ſo ſtaid 
a companion; therefore, Douglas, if you 
have no objection, I will be of your party. 
J long to ſee the Principal, Paris, the Sans 
Culottes, &c. &c. and particularly to look. 
down upon a few of our old inſolent ſchool- 
fellows, though I ſuppoſe they are all dif- 

perſed over the face of the earth.“ | 


0 
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George aſſured his friend he could not 
have made him a more agreeable propoſal ; 
they therefore ſet out to prepare for their 
intended expedition, promiſing to return 
and dine with the Duke, who rather hoped 
this Pariſian journey would break into ſome 
of his nephew's numerous ' engagements, 
which ſucceeded one another ſo rapidly, that 
he very ſeldom ſpent an evening, nay hardly 
a night at home, as the ſun frequently roſe 
before he retired to reſt. 


They 


44 HARCO URT. 
They were ſettling when they ſhould ſet 
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out, and how they ſhould travel, over the 8 
1 bottle after dinner, when the Duke received firſt 
| N a note from Mrs. Shenſtone, to announce old 
lll; her return, and the arrival of Mademoiſelle WM  *< 
| de Valcerné in Hertford-ſtreet, who ſent 00 
her particular compliments to Mr. Douglas, you 
and hoped to ſee him as ſoon as he could 6 
make it convenient. His Grace delivered tho! 
her meſſage, and then ſaid— _ I w: 
now 


« As I am really impatient to ſee this toe 
young lady, ſuppoſe, George, we ſend word Bl ende 
by the ſervant that we will drink our tea at denc 
Mrs. Shenflone's,” | ſet r 

« With all my heart, Sir, for Iam anxious ¶ a th. 
to hear your's and Creighton's opinion of conf 


my ward ; beſides, I wiſh to welcome her 222 

to London: her misfortunes entitle her to Geo! 
every mark of reſpect, and I {hall ever con- 6 
ſider her in the light of a beloved ſiſter,” mak 
I make no doubt but ſhe is truly de- Wo 
ſerving your regard, George. I am prepared | ciple 


both i 
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both to admire and eſteem the daughter of 
Madame de Valcerne before J lee her.“ 13 


he And I expect to loſe my heart at the 
ed firſt glance,“ cried the Baronet. How 
ice old is the, George? 

lle © Juſt turned of ſixteen.“ 

nt “ Oh, then ſhe was quite a child when 
as, you were in Martinico ?” I 
Id « Exactly ſo; and I am ſorry to ſay, 
ed though a mere youth myſelf at that period, 


I was ten times more prudent than I am 
now. Expectation of the future taught me 
to enjoy the preſent in moderation, and to 
endeavour to deſerve the bleſſings of Provi- 
dence, —Proſperity has unhinged-iny mind, 

ſet my brain upon the whirl, and led me into 
2us a thouſand folliess What an: humiliating 
_ of Ml confeſſion ! Don't you deſpite me, Uncle?“ 


her I am far more tempted to admire you, 

to George.“ | | 

2n- 8 0h Heavens! Duke, do you wiſh to 
make me perſevere in my abſurdities ? 

de While you act up to your preſent prin- 


red ciples, there is lictle to dread from a life of 
oth i | diſlipation, 


acquaintance,” = — 


8 
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diſſipation; and your own good Kandi will 
ſoon teach you to abjure all exceſſes deſtruc- 


tire to your conſtitution, and all amuſe- 


ments ruinous to your fortune.” 


I hope you will prove a true propher, 


Uncle; but remember I make no pro- 


miles.” 


Then let us ſet out for Hertford: ſtreet; 


as Mrs. Shenſtone may not keep ſuch very 
faſhionable: hours as the generality of —_ 


's 


They had been informed the Duke's car- 


riage was at the door, therefore ſet out to 
pay their viſit. They were ſhewn into a 
very elegant ſaloon, where they were almoſt 
immediately joined by Mrs. Shenſtone and 
Albertine; who, . unmindful of the Duke. 
and Baronet, haſtened towards Douglas, and 
almoſt Sung n into his arms, exclaim- 


* 


How happy I am to ſee you, my dear 
Guardian! I never was fo tired of any place 
in 


in 


Py &. we 
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in my 500 as that odioũs Brighton; how glad 
I was when Mrs. Shenſtone arrived he | 


4 
„ 


% 
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Douglas was not prepatd for ſo very cor- 
dial a reception; it ſeemed to imply a de- 
gree of mutual familiarity which had never 
ſubſiſted between them, and muſt lower his 
ward in his uncle's and friend's opinion. — 
Mrs. Shenſtone's looks expreſſed her diſap- 


probation, as ſhe thought ſuch freedom only 
excuſable in a daughter or a ſiſter. The 
Baronet was of the ſame way of thinking; 


yet he admired her perſon. She was in her 
ſixteenth year, neither tall nor ſhort, but 


what; the French call ien faite, and had 


rather a pretty than a handiome counte- 
nance, which was neverthelels at times very 
faſcinating, and ſhe ſeldom appeared to more 
advantage than while exp:eſſing her un- 
feigned joy at ſeeing her guardian ;—but her 


ill timed exclamations of rapture, free be- 


haviour, and high ſpirits, conſidering her 
recent irreparable loſs, which before they 
met, he was afraid his appearance would 

torcibly 


FP 
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' forcibly recal to her recollection, were very 
ill calculated to conciliate Douglas's eſteem. 
That. ſhe ſhould regard him in any other 
light than as her mother's huſband, he hoped 
was impoſſible, as it would argue a want of 
delicacy few men were leſs likely to forgive; 
yet her ſparkling eyes told a tale he was very 
_ unwilling to believe. His welcome was, in 
conſequence, rather cool and very reſerved ; 
and he immediately introduced her to the 
Duke, whom he intimated ſhe would in 
future conſider as her guardian, as his Grace 
had been kind enough, at his requeſt, to 
offer to take her under his protection. 


Albertine endeavoured to appear pleaſed 
with an arrangement that by no means met th 
her approbation, and the Duke's polite com- £0 
pliments rather diſpelled the gloom which ex 
the proud reſerve of Douglas had dif- Ir 
fuſed over her ſmiling countenance. Se 

was next introduced to Sir Charles, and in a the 
ſhort time the party were ſeated. Tea was the 

immediately brought 1 in, and Mx. Shenſtone IM. 

endeavoured 


endeavoured to make the converſation take 
a general turn; but Albertine took uopn 
herlelf to amuſe Douglas, next to whom ſhe 
had ſeated herſelf, with an account of their 
journey, how ſhe had paſſed her time at 
Brighton, &c. &c. and now and then ex- 
torted a few monoſyllables from him in reply. 
A ring he wore in memory of her mother, 
attracted her notice while he was taking a 
diſh of tea from the ſervant, and ſhe ſeized 


the firſt opportunity of his reſting that hand 


upon the arm of his chair, while anſwering a 
queſtion. of the Baronet, to dra it off his 
finger, exclaiming— 


« My mother's hair, I proteſt | I preſume 
this is an Engliſh faſhion, guardian ? I have 
got a lock I will have ſet in the fame manner, 
except you will give me this; for I declare 
I never ſaw a ring ſo much to my fancy.” 

« Tt is not fit for a lady, Madam; beſides, 
the jewels which ſurround it were preſents of 
the perſon in whoſe memory I always mean 
to wear it, though believe me I do not want 
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ſuch a memento to remind me of the moſt 


amiable woman in the world !“ 


This hint rather damped the young lady's 


vivacity ; ſhereturned the ring with a gentle 


ſigh, which the company might conſtrue into 
regret for her mother. Sir Charles was not ſo 


inclined, nay, was even uncharitable enough 
to think the young lady would, notwith- 
{landing her requeſt, rather receive a wed- 
ding than a mourning ring from his friend ; 


yet he thought it ſtrange ſhe ſhould be in 


love with a man who-was ſo near becoming 
her father-in-law ;—beſides, ſhe muſt have 
been too young even to have known the 


meaning of the word during his reſidence in 


Martinico; and ſurely when they met again 
at Brighton, her mother's danger alone ought 


to have occupied her mind: and had Ma- 


dame de Valcerne been aware of her ſenti- 
ments, ſhe might upon her death- bed have 
entreated Douglas to transfer the affection 
he bore her to her daughter, but no doubt 
neither mother nor guardian were acquainted 

6 | with 
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with the ſituation ofher heart. —The Duke” 8 
reflections were nearly ſimilar, though he 
made greater allowance for the difference 
between French and Engliſh manners, and 
was more inclined to pity than condemn 
Albertine, from the moment he perceived 
Douglas retreated with no ſmall degree. of 
hauteur from her marked advances. as no- 
thing was farther. from his wiſh than to ſee 
him united to his ward : therefore the 


moment tea was over, he roſe to take his 


leave, having conſulted his nephew's looks, 


which aflured. him ſuch a ſtep would meet 


his approbation. Albertine choſe to ac- 
company them to the top of the ſtairs, to 


requeſt Douglas would often viſit Hertford- 


ſtreet, although he had reſigned the care of 


her to the Duke, whom the | was obliged to 


include in her Invitation. 


The moment they drove from the door, 
Douglas aſked his uncle and friend their 
opinion of his ward. 


D 2 « She 
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* She is what you taught me to expect,“ 
replied the Duke, „ very handſome, and 
poſſibly very accompliſhed ; but I have ſeen 
too little of her to venture to form any de- 
cided opinion. What ſay you, Sir Charles?“ 

That I have, contrary to my expecta- 
tions, returned heart-whole, your Grace; 
for I never was fool enough to ſuppoſe 1 
could rival Douglas in any lady's favour, 


particularly in one who has had fo many op- 


pcrtunities of appreciating his merit,” 

Do find ſome better reaſon for your 
indifference, Charles, and don't judge the 
daughter of my much-lamented friend too 
ſeverely ; it is by no means fair to form your 
opinion of foreign coin by the Engliſh 
ſtandard. The French ladies, from cuſtom, 
allow themlelves liberties with our lex, 
which Engliſh ladies would hardly permit 
themſelves to uſe with their huſbands.” 

« And do you approve of French manners, 
George ?” enquired the Duke. | 

Not abſolutely, Sir; though poſitively 


what are conſidered as mere innocent 
freedoms 


1 - 


5 


am perſuaded ſhe conſiders me more in 


Brighton, renders it impoſſible ſhe can regard 
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freedoms in France, are looked upon ina very 


different light in England. I have known 
Albertine de Valcerné for ſome years, and I 


„ 


the light of a brother than a lover; indeed 
my engagement with her mother, which ſhe 
knows how anxi us I was to ratify even at 


me but as a friend.“ 

„ You ſhould fay, renders it impoſſible I 
can regard her but as a fiend,” ſaid the 
Baronet. Don't be in ſuch hafte to an- 
ſwer for the young lady; I did not ſay, nor 
thick you were in love, but furely I don't 
Judge her very ſeverely becauſe I fancy (it 
may be no more) ſhe prefers vou to any 
gentieman ſhe has yet ſeen.” 

« Depend upon it, it is merely fancy, 
Charles; remember I am her only friend in a 
foreign country, as this with reſpect to her may 
be truly called, and was it not very natural 
ſhe ſhould be rejoiced to ſee me? Had I met 
the moit indifferent acquaintance. J ever had, 
even Margaret Mackenzie, at Smyrna, I 
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ſhould have been tempted to catch ber in 
my arms, and embrace her.“ 

« There is great truth in your reaſoning,” 
rejoined the Duke; French and Engliſh 
manners differ very much ; I hope, for the 
amiable girl's ſake, you are in the right. She 


was principally educated, you told me, by 
her excellent mother, who Tam certain was 


an honour to her country, rank, and ſex; 
therefore ſhe muſt poſſeſs very ſtrong prin- 
ciples, and will, no doubt, ſhould ſhe have 
unguardedly diſpoſed of her heart in your 


favour, reflect in time ſhe cannot with any 


degree of delicacy aſpire to your hand.” 


| Their arrival at Durham Houle put a 
ſtop to the converſation ; and Sir Charles, 
having an engagement for the evening, took 
his leave, promiſing to call the next morning 
to talk over their intended journey. 
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CHAP. V. 
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Tur Baronet was punctual to his ap- 
pointment, and hardly allowed himſelf time 
to pay his compliments before he aſked 
Douglas to accompany him to Finchley, 
where he was going to ſee an old relation of 
his motber's, a Counſellor by profeſſion. 
« He has been talking of dying theſe 


twenty years, he continued, “therefore I 


don't put much faith in the note he ſent me 


this morning expreſs, requeſting to ſee me 
before he expired. He is often ſeized with 
theſe gloomy fits, or, as ſome cenſorious 
people would ſay, qualms of conſcience z, 
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God forbid 1 ſhould be fo wicked, though 


ke is a lawyer, and I have ever had an aver- i; 
ſion to the whole fraternity. But I won't J 
ſtop a quarter of an hour, and it will be only 
a pleaſant drive in your curricle.“ 15 
] will accompany you with all my heart,” 0 
replied Douglas; * but ſurely, unacquainted THe 
as I am with your relation, you have not 1 
choſen a very proper time to introduce me.“ 
Nonſenſe! I will lay you any ſum from 0 
ſire guine as to as many hundred, we find him 8 
quite recovered. He ſeat for me in juſt the N 
ſame hurry laſt week, and when J arrived, 3 
behcld he was buſy 1 in . garden, and there | 
we tha! find him n now.“ = 
Douglas nts; no farther objections ; 1 
ee between one and two they ſet out 
ov 
upon this expedition, and drove briſkly al 
along till they reached the ſteepeſt part of 
Highgate. Hill, where George pulled up to 
let his horſes take breath. They proceeded h 
0 
a foot pace till they had nearly arrived at a 
harp turning towa rds the ſummit, and * 


were 


were going to paſs a heavy ſtage- coach l efore 
them, when the driver, looking round, 
laid— | 


4 Take care, Gentlemen, here is ſome- 
thing coming down the hill ; you will get 


jammed.” 


Douglas had ſcarcely time to reſume his 
former ſtation in the rear before he heard 
the coachman call out, Take care, and be 
d—d to you,” to two poſt-boys who were 
diſplaying their dexterity in turning this, in 
many reſpects, dangerous corner. The words 
were ſcarcely out of his mouth, before the 
hind wheels of a poſt-coach caught that of 
the ſtage, and forced it ſeveral yards back, 
owing to the deſcent, and the velocity with 
which it advanced. 


Douglas had ſome difficulty to back his 
horſes in time to avoid the impending dan- 


ger, and a moſt violent craſh and general 


ſcream from both carriages enſued. Sir 
D 5 Charles 
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Charles jumped out firſt, and ran to the 
poſt · coach to offer his ſervices, as that had 
ſuſtained much the greateſt damage from the 
ſhock, the wheel having been entirely torn 
off by the ſuperior ſtrength of the ſtage.— 
Still, as 'the poſtillions had ſtopped their 
horſes, the Baronet conceived the danger to 
be over, though the ſcreams were as violent 
as ever. He perceived only females, one of 
whom he inſtantly aſſiſted to alight, who 
kept crying out My child! Oh my 
child! for God's ſake take care of my child! 


Douglas, who was cloſe to his friend, was 
but juſt in time to catch a beautiful girl in 
his arms, who was going to take a ſpring, 
and could not recover herſelf ; and as he was 
by no means deficient in point of ſtrength, 


he effectually prevented her from receiving 


any injury through her ſpeed, and bore her 
a few paces diſtance towards the elderly 
lady, who continued her former exclama- 
tions. The moment ſhe was upon the 
ground, ſhe burſt out laughing ; and. upon 
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George's looking behind him to where her 
eyes were directed, perceived a third lady 
who had fallen out of the carriage in het. 
fright, ſcrambling among the dirt to recover 
ber legs; and two more, whoſe manners: 
and appearance proclaimed them attendants: 
to the others, continuing to rend the air: 
ith their ſcreams,. though the poſtillions. 
had got them out of the coach, and they. | 
zereout of even imaginary danger. 
The firſt-mentioned' lady caught hold of 
er child, as ſhe called the young one, 
mz 


„The Lord be praiſed | What can you; 
ind to, laugh. at, my dear? Only think 
hat a dreadful accident we have eſcaped !” 

“ Is not that alone enough to make 
ne rejoice, grandmama? But your crying 
ut before you were hurt—Mrs. Macpherſon 
huſing to alight on all fours—not to men- 
ion the abſurdity of Warner and Margaret, 
auld make grover people than me laugh; 
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belides, you fe the poor coach is the only 
ſufferer, and that can eaſily be repaired.— 
Allow me to. thank you, gentlemen, for 
your timely aſſiſtance,” curtlying very grace- 
fully to the two fr tends, who had both been 
very much dir erted by her remarks, and had 
ſome difficulty not to join in her mirth. 


The cet lady Lally fancyi ying herſelf 
ſafe while in fight of the carriazes, was for 
burrying her grand-daughter down the hill; 
but, at his requeſt, ſuffered Douglas to lead 
them towards the” foot-path, where he 
fared her {he was in no danger, and might 
walt without running any riſk till her car. 
riage was ſufficiently put to right; to allow 
ker to proceed. ' As' the . coach paſ- 
| ſengers had alſo alighted, there were plenty 
of people occupied 25800 the carriages, and 
the tuo friends bad time to contemplate 
the features of the ladies witlr whom they 
had thus accidentally become acquainted.— 
The one to whom the carriage belonged, was 
between fifty and ſixty, and looked the 
woman 
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woman of faſhion, though ſhe was very 


plainly dreſſed. Her grand-daughter was juſt 


turned of fifteen, -and, in the moſt extenfive 
ſenſe of the word, a regular beauty ; there 
was a graceful, infantine play fulneſs in her 
manners irreſiſtibly faſcinating, and an arch 
expreſſion of drollery upon her handſome 
countenance, added to the brilliancy of her 
ſparkling blue eyes, gave infinite charms to 
a moſt lovely mouth. 
had now joined their party, was governels to 
the young one, and almoſt as fond of her 
as her erandmother. 

Their male attendarts, two ſtaid elderly 
footmen, baving choſe to lead their horſes 
down the hill for greater ſafety, did not come 
up till the carriages were nearly liberated.— 
The elderly lady reprimanded them for 
remaining at ſuch a diſtance ; but the young 
one commended their prudence, and told 
her grandmother ſhe muſt know by expe- 
rience how wrong it was to hurry down ſteep 


hills, 


« I don't 


The third lady, who 
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I don't think the greateſt misfortune 


could make you ſerious for more than ten 
minutes, Bell, cried the old lady. 

« But at preſent you knou, grandmama, 
we ought to ſing Te Deum, inſtead of lament- 
ing. Beſides, I would not but have met 
with this adventure for the world ; ; only 
think what entertaining epiſtles it will enable 


me to ſend to my Scotch friends ! Here have 


we been a week crawling from Kinroſs, and 


not a ſingle incident, fave our preſent mis- 


fortune, has occurred to, afford me a ſubject 


for a letter—now I ſhall be able to exerciſe 


my deſcriptive talents.— Daſhing down. 
Highgate Hill, our carriage loſt a. wheel by 
coming in contact with an unwieldy machine 
ycleped a ſtage - coach, and there is no know- 
ing what might have been the dreadful con- 
ſequence of this tremendous adventure, if 
two courteous knight-errants had not de- 

ſcended from their triumphal car, and flown 

to our aſſiſtance.“ 

c Bell, Bell,” interrupted the old, lady, 
% are certainly wild. 5 


“Un- 


cl 


Ir 
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« Undoubtedly, Madam, to think we | 
have eſcaped unhurt. Only conceive how v 
much more tragical my ſtory would have 
been, had our coach been thrown ſideways . 
upon this deep deſcent, in which caſe it 
might have rolled over and. over all the way 
down to the bottom, and I queſtion much 
whether I ſhould have been inclined to laugh 
when it ſtopped.” 

« The bare ſurmiſe terrifies me to death, 
Lady Iſabella !” cried the Governeſs. 5 
„Then I hardly know what effects the 

| _ would have had upon you, Madam.” 

At this moment one of the ſervants came 
to inform his miſtreſs it would be very dan- 
gerous to proceed in their carriage. 


1 


« Heavens! what ſhall: we do?” ex- 
claimed the elderly lady.. 

If you will do me the honour to ſtep 
into my curricle, ladies,” ſaid Douglas, I 
will engage to convey two of you to any 

part 
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part of L.oadda very ſafe, and my friend 


22 


Pg 


will 
cc et are very obliging, Sir,“ inter— 


rupted the old lady, * but I poſitively would 


almoſt as ſoon venture to get into my own. 


coach, as into. your equipage ; beſides, we 
have given you quite trouble enough already. 
John,“ calling to one of her footman, * run 
and get two poſt-chaiſcs,” | | 

One of the by-ſtanders ſaid, there was 
no ſuch a thing to be got in Highgate. 

« Then, notwithſtanding your diſlike to 
open carriages, Ma'am,” ſaid Douglas, 
ce neceſſity may ſtand my friend.“ 

« Oh there are plenty of ſtages to be had, 
if the ladies can put up with thoſe,” cried 
the man who had told them there were no 


poſt- chaiſes. 


« You can only pity my folly, gentlemen, 
which . induces me to make even fo difa- 


greeable a ſhiſt, in preference to accepting 
your conſiderate offer. See about one of 
thole conveyances immediately, John.” 


« Your 
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« Your fears, grandmama, have de- 


prived me of an excellent poſtſcript to my 


letter. What a glorious concluſion of our 
adventure, to be run away with at laſt; for 
certainly in that equipage we ſhould be 


wholly at the mercy of our charioteer.“ 


Douglas was at once amuſed and intereſted 


by this Scotch laſſy, who had ſufficient of 


the accent of her country to add to the har- 
mony of her voice. The day was remark- 
ably fine, though rather cold for the ſeaſon, 
which, added to what ſhe thought a very 
agrecable rencontre, in: reaſed her Ladyſhip's 
natural colour, and animated every feature 


with that involuntary defire to pleaſe, every 
_ artle's innocent female heart feels the firſt 


time they ſorm a wiſh to be better acquaint- 


ed with a companion of the other {ex chance 


throws in their way. 


She enquired how far it was to London, 


and being told four miles, wilhed to per- 


form the journey on foot ;. ſhall we ſay, in 
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hopes Douglas would offer to be their eſcort᷑: 


though innate modeſty, and a true ſenſe of 


propriety, would/ have made her object to 
ſuch a propoſal. But the other two ladies 
reminded her they were neither ſo young, 
nor ſo fond of walking as ſhe was, and in a 
few minutes a — ſtage appeared. 


Hhleſs me!” ſaid the old lady ; "Va wel, 


we mult not complain.” 
« Certainly not, grandmama, ſince we 


ſhall travel ſo ſafe ; but ſuppoſe we have 


our other four horſes put to this ſmart ve- 
hicle, that we may make our entrée into 
the great city in our coach and fix. Then 
we might rattle along ſo faſt people would 
not have time to peruſe this fine {crawl upon 
the doors.“ 


The old lady now renewed her thanks to 
the friends, accepted the Baronet's offered 
arm, and Lady Iſabella haftened in after her, 
before Douglas could aſſiſt her, who was 


therefore obliged to offer his hand to the 
| Gover- 
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Governeſs, and then, with Sir Charles, 
made his parting bow, half tempted to aſk 
where he might pay his reſpects to the fair 
Scotch woman; yet fearful of appearing in- 
diſcreet, and ſtill more of Sir Charles's 
raillery, he forbore expreſſing his wiſhes. — 
They then remounted their curricle, and 
as they drove paſt the carriage, the poſtil- 
lions and one of the footmen (who had re- 
mained behind to take care of the baggage) 
were tying it together, when Sir Charles ſaid— 

« Let's aſk who theſe ladies are?“ 

« Our curiofity would undoubtedly reach 
their ears, replied Douglas, : and would not 
give them a very high idea of our politeneſs. 
From the deſcription I ſhall be able to give 
the Duke of their perſons, arms, and en 
I dare ſay he will know who they are.” 

« Moſt probably; but don't you think 
Lady Iſabella is much handſomer than your 
ward?“ 

« What a queſtion! Albertine is certainly 
a fine girl, but this lively young Scotch 


woman bids fair to be a a firſt rate Belle; yet 
| how 
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how truly unaffected, therefore how infi- 
nitely pleaſing! If a fine woman did but 1 
know to what advantage ſhe appears before 

art and faſhion have combined to rob her of be 
her natural graces, there would not be a 
coquette among our titled dames.”” + 
Bravo, George Douglas! I fincerely 
pity your fair ward; this rencontre has been 
truly inimical to ker intereſts ; not that I 
ſuppole you would have offered her yorr 
hand, admitting there had not been a Lady 
Iſabella in the caſe, but 1 will ſwear you 
never will now,” 

« Pray proceed; loſe yourſelf in endlef 
conjectures upon the ſtate of my heart, 
Creighton. I am not quite ſo abſurd as 
you {uppoſe me; I have been in love! 

« Yes, ſoberly, as Lady Grace ſays, but FR 


— 


you are no judge of that paſſion, George.— ed 
Eſteem, veneration, and gratitude were all at 
blended with your former ſentiments of that be 
nature; now can you lay your hand upon th 
eee and lay, — 5 my honour, Charles, co 


I don't cl. 


HARCOURT. 69 


I don't t care three pins whether I ever ſee her | 
Ladythip again?“ 

« I ſha'nt humour you ſo far; nay, to 
be very honeſt, in hopes you will ceale tor- 
menting me, I do wiſh to be better ac- 


quaiated with this falcinating, laughing, 


charming girl; yet, pPon. my honour, Lam 
in no halle to marry. 

« can't ſuppoſe you are. But there is 
my coulin's houſe; I wonder whether he 1s 
in any haſte to die after giving me all this 
trouble,” 

They both alighted, but were informed 
before they entered the houſe that the Coan- 
ſellor was much better; and their viſit, he 
aſſured them, completed his cure. At his 
earneſt requeſt they ſtaid dinner, and laugh- 
ed very heartily, during their drive home, 
at his fancying himſelf in any danger, merely 


becauſe he had made. rather too free with 


the bottle overnight. The Baronet was 


convinced ſome of the ghoſts of his injured 
clients haunted him, though he allowed he 


had 
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had never heard his character Wee — 
They parted at Sir Charles's door, as Douglas 
was going to ſpend the evening with ſome 
of his tavern acquaintance, and aſked his 
friend to join their. party, which was of 
courſe agreed to, and he promiſed to follow 
him into St. James's Square as ſoon as he 
had changed his dreſs. The Duke was not 
at home, which was a ſerious mortification 
to Douglas, who was really anxious to diſ- 
cover what name was added to that of Iſa- 
bella. 


« Will the Duke be at home early?“ he 
enquired. This was a queſtion the ſer- 
vants could not reſolve; he ſupped out.— 
Hou intolerably provoking! George thought 
while dreſſing, and it was not without ſome 
difficulty he concealed his chagrin from his 
friend. Dice had loſt all their attractions; 


he played for a ſhort time to avoid ſingu- 


larity, and was angry with himſelf he had 
brought Sir Charles, as it obliged him to 
ftay till the laſt. Inſenſibly, however, 
5 repeated 
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repeated bumpers exhilarated his ſpirits, and 

he, as uſual, exhauſted his five imagination, 
and ſeriouſly injured his conſtitution by 

entering into the ſpirit of conviviality which 
£ pervaded his companions; from whom he 
did not ſeparate till the morning was far ad- 


v 
. vanced, too fatigued and too much diſor- 
˖ dered by the quantity of wine he had drank 
. even to think of his rencontre upon High- 
e 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


SR Charles was at Durham Houſe before 
Douglas was ſtirring. The Duke received 
him, and entreated he would prevent his 
nephew from expoſing himſelf to any dan- 
ger through his zeal to ſerve the Principal, 
as they had determined to ſet out for Dover 
the next morning. He thought it adviſe- 
able to leave Douglas's Swiſs valet in Eng- 
land, as he might be the cauſe of offence to 
the preſent ſet of French levellers; and 
to hire a carriage at Calais, left the Dur- 

ham or Creighton arms, which were con- 
ſpicuous upon both their poſt-chaiſes, might 
excite the wrath of the Democrats. 


The 


| contequences of any imprudence to the 
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The Duke was ſeriouſly repreſenting the 


Baronet, when Douglas joined them, pro- 
teſting he would abjure all jovial parties. 


« Your ſeceſſion might bring about a ſort 
of general reformation, Douglas,” cried the 
Baronet, for you were the life of the whole 
company laſt night.” 

Of this the Duke had not a doubt, but 
hoped he felt no ſerious ill effects from his 
hilarity. : | | 

« None but what! eng deſerve, uncle; 
an aching head, want of appetite, and more 
than common inclination to be lazy. I 
thought of calling upon my ward, as ſhe 
may with to ſend ſome letters to France, 
for her mother had many friends there; but 
I ſhall ries her a note, for don t mean to 
ſtir out. 

* ile might be of ſervice to you,” 
replied the Duke; © you really don't look 
well; I almoſt wiſh you would have ſome 
advice.” Lg 
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« Youare much too good, my dear uncle; 
the only cure for diſorders brought on by 
intemperance, is ſobriety, and I mean to 
practiſe that for ſome time at leaſt ; but ! 
poſitively am not at all inclined to move 
from home. If you are diſengaged, Charles, 
do ſpend the day with us; remember we 
ſtart at five to morrow morning.“ 

„ will be at this door to a ſecond, for 
we travel in my poſt- chaiſe to Dover, 
mind!“ 

« Oh with all my ſoul,” replied 88 
but a- propos to travelling, have you men- 
tioned our yeſterday's rencontre to the 


Duke?“ 


Sir Charles anſwered in the negative, and 
George told the ſtory, minutely deſcribing 
the arms, livery, and figure of the ladies he 
was ſo earneſt to diſcover, 


The elderly lady,” replied the Duke, 
ce I know was the Honourable Mrs. Dun- 
combe; the younger one I Fn was Lady 


Iſabella 


— 


. ²⁰ md od ale. .., ]« cf ̃—ũW d qx... k.. EE Sr es 


n 


G 


Cl „% . 


| „ HARCOURT. 75 
Iſabella Kinroſs, only daughter to the late 


Earl of Donalbain. By your account ſhe 
bears a very ſtrong reſemblance to her mo- 
ther, the much-admired Helen Duncombe, 
for whole ſake Lord Donalbain and myſelf 
fought a duel, I came off conqueror, but 
he obtained the prize, much againſt the 
young lady's and her mother's conſent ; but 


pecuniary obligations of a moſt unpleaſant. 


nature forced Mr. Duncombe to exert his 
parental authority in favour of the Earl, 
though I flatter myſelf he had rather have 
beſtowed his daughter upon me; and from 
that period T dropped all acquaintance with 
his family. Lord and Lady Donalbain have 
both been dead ſome years, and the title is 
extinct; but it 1s ſurmiſed it will be revived 
in favour of Lady Iſabella's huſband, ſhould 
ſhe ever marry, and of that there cannot be 
a doubt. Her immenſe fortune alone muſt 
procure her a numerous ſet of admirers, 
among whom ſhe will doubtleſs be permitted 
to make her own election, as I can ſuppoſe 
you, my dear fellow, are the only young 
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man of faſhion likely to be rejected by her 


you are a Douglas, and the nephew of her 
father's rival.” | | 


An involuntary ſigh, occaſioned by this 
declaration, ſtartled the Duke, who had 
been too well acquainted with the pangs of 
hopeleſs love, not to dread the idea of his 


nephew beſtowing his heart upon the only 


woman in England whole friends were likely 
to reject his tuit. However, not chufing 
to mention his ſuſpicions any farther, he 
turned the converſation again upon their 


Journey, and Douglas reſolved, as many 


have done before him, to forget ſuch a per- 


ſon as Lady Iſabella Kinrois exited, - 


Sir Charles ſpent the day with him, and was 
punctual to his morning's appointment. He, 
as well as George, had taken leave of the Duke 
over night ; the latter had promiſed to return 
with all poſſible ſpced, and joined the 


Baronet the moment he entered the hall, 
5 5 and 


- 


CI 


and immediately preceded him to his chaiſe. 
Having ſtepped in, Sir Charles was pre- 
paring to follow, when he was fairly 
. thrown down upon the pavement by the 
Newfoundland dog already mentioned, 
in his haſte to. join his maſter, with whom 
he had travelled in the carriage up from 


Brighton, and bad allo accompanied him 
ſeveral times in his excurſions round London 


when he was alone. As the Baronet re- 
ceived no hurt, he laughed at his accident, 
and a ſervant was ordered to take charge of 
the dog, but he choſe to ſtay where he 
was; havingcreptunder the feat, and growled 
when the ſervant attempted to pull him 
out. The Baronet voted for his being of 
the party, as he certainly was very deficient 
in politeneſs, therefore might improve in 
that reſpe& in France; and he would take 


care in future to give him the pas. Neptune 


was in conſequence pernutted, to his no 
{mall delight, to keep his place. 
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Nothing of moment occurredduring their 


© Journey ; they reached Dover between fixe 
and fix, and walked down to the port while 
their dinner was preparing, underſtanding” 
ſeveral packets were coming in. The paſ- 
ſengers from on board one were juſt landing 


as they reached the quay, and they were 
contemplating. their woeful countenances, 
when Neptune ſprung forward, and put his 
two dirty paws upon the ſhoulders of a gen- 


> tleman aſcending the ladder, placed for the 


company to land, and ran his noſe in his 


face. Such a ſudden and unexpected wel- 

come ſo ſtartled the perſon upon whom the 
favour was conferred, that he had nearly 
fallen backwards; but owing to the ſupport 


of the bye-ſtanders, he eſcaped with the 
print of Neptune's joy on recognizing his 
former maſter John Mackenzie, who no 
ſooner raiſed his head than he knew the dog, 
and looked very anxiouſly round him for the 
perſon to whom he had ſent him from Lau- 


ſanne, and felt very happy to hear himſelf 


greeted 


HARCOURT. 79 


greeted by the well-known voice, and wel- 
comed very cordially to England. 


He returned George's compliments with 
equal politeneſs, hoped Mr. Elton, ſenior, 
was well, and readily agreed to accompany 
the friends to their inn. Neptune had no 
ſooner welcomed Mackenzie, than he en- 
deavoured to convince his preſent maſter he 
was ſtill more attached to him, by playing a 
thouſand gambols round him; nor would he 


reſume his ſtation in the background, till 


Douglas had patted his rough head, and 
applauded his ſagacity. During their walk, 
he introduced Sir Charles and Mackenzie to 
each other, and informed the latter he now 
bore the name of Douglas, in compliance 


with the late Duke of Durham's will; but 


entered into no farther details reſpecting his 
family, and Mackenzie of courſe aſked no 
queſtions. After dinner Douglas told him 
the Baronet and he were going to Paris for 
a few days, and enquired into the preſent 
ſtate of France. He gave them his opinion 
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of their meaſures, and reaſoned ſo well upon 
the ſubject, that George began to entertain 
a very high opinion of his underſtanding ; 


and as he had long intended to exert his in- 


tereſt in his behalf, he aſked him with a 
ſmile, (wiſhing to hear what bis future 
Plans were) | 


«© Where did you leave your extravagant 
unprincipled pupil?” adding, “ I muſt ever 
deſpiſe him, though we are related; but | 
can aſſure you the Duke of Northington and 


Lord Beuifort are truly grateful for your un- 


ſucceſsful attempts to work a reform in his 
conduct.” 

« They are very good, * replied Maw 
kenzie. Lord John is now at Vienng, 
under the care of our Ambaſſador at that 


Court, I joined him at Venice, where 1 


found him over head and ears in debt, and 
immerſed 1n every ſcene of diffipation that 
city afforded ; from whence, by the Duke's 


cle ſire, I accompanied him into Germany, 


and thenpurſued my Journey through France 
homewar d, 
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homeward, very happy to find myſelf re- 
lieved from ſuch a charge: indeed J have 
made a vow never to undertake ſuch a taſk 


again, as I may not always meet with ſuch 
generous friends, Sir, as 1 and Mr 


Elton.“ 


« In our place you would have acted ex- 


actly the fame, Mackenzie, ſo pray ſay no 
more about the matter. My gra:d;ather was 
happy he had it in his power to ſerve a coun- 
tryman abroad, and I ſhall be equally happy 
to ſerve you at home. I ſha'l be in London 
again in a ſhort time, and entreat you woutd 
oiten look in upon me at Durham Houle, 


where I reſide with my uncle, who is, as 


well as myſelf, in habits of intimacy with 
many of your friends, the Everly family, 
and many more; and as J know the Dake 
will rejoice to ſee any body who has ſeen me 
ſo far on my journey, I will trouble you 
with a letter for him, which I mult requeſt 
you will deliver yourſelf, as he will have a 
thouſand queſtions to aſk about his nep1e:y, 
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and has long known and eſteemed you from 
_——_—_ 5 

« You do me honour, Sir, by entruſting 
me with ſuch a commiſſion,” was the reply. 


Douglas called for pen and ink, as he 
underſtood Mackenzie meant to ſtart early 
in the morning ; and when they took leave of 
each other, preſenfed him with the letter, 
recommending him in the ſtrongeſt terms to 
the Duke's notice, and renewing the invita- 
tion he had given him to Durham Houſe. 


. 


The friends had intended to ſail with the 


morning's tide for Calais; but as the wind 
was contrary, and there was every chance of 


having not only a very long, but a very dif- 


agreeable paſſage, they agreed to croſs with 
a Captain going to Boulogne, who aſſured 
them he ſhould make that port in much 
lets time than the other packets would reach 
Calais, and they would be five-and-twenty 

miles nearer Paris—two powerful recom- 
mendations in his favour; therefore between 


twelve 


velve 
fſel, 
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relve and one they ſtepped on board his 
fel, attended only by the Swils valet, 
hom they found it neceſſary to take, and 
eptune. 


Sir Charles and Douglas were very good 
lors, having been both pretty well ſea- 
ned to longer voyages than this promiſed 
be. There was a good deal of wind when 
ey got out of port, more the Captain ac- 
nowledged than he expected, but aſſured his 
aſſengers there was not the ſlighteſt danger; 
zreſſel had weathered many a tough gale, and 
as in excellent repair, and as the wind blew. 
the Engliſh coaſt; he would work up under 
je ſhore till he could ſtrike acroſs at once. 
ic then thought it neceſſary they ſhould lay 

for about an hour, that they might go 
with the tide, as the Boulogne boats would 

ot put to ſea in ſuch weather, and it would 
much ſafer than beating about upon the 
rench. coaſt at the riſk. of being driven on 

ore,—As no one objected to this propoſal,, 

ley lay juſt off Folkſtone till between five 
id fix o'clock, when the boat was hoiſted. 
E 6 out, 


— 


his own language, the moment he was 0: 


board — Thank God, I am ſafe!“ 
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out, and three men ſent on ſhore for ty 
others, whom they had obſerved makin 
ſignals. 


“This is ſome ſmuggling trick,“ ſaid: 
paſſenger who had been very ill, and tha 
is the reaſon why we have been kept here.” 


Douglas declared they IEA have bee 
at Boulogne, and was ſeriouſly angry wit! 
the Captain for vainly endeavouring to juſtii 
his conduct; when the boat returned wit 
the two additional paſſengers, an Englithma 
and a Frenchman. The latter exclaimed 


The Captain now gave orders to ftri:: 


acroſs, and the fails were properly ſet fo 


that purpoſe the wind, inſtead of fallir 
with the fun, as he had prognoſticated 


increaſed very much, and ſome of the con 


pany in the cabin began to be alarmeh 


Douglas — Sir Charles had refuſed to 9 


belo! 


— 
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below, the former alledging, (which was 
ſtrictly true, as he had often been made to 
aiſiſt in working the ſhip when it blew any 
ſtrong gales during his forced cruize) he, 
was an excellent ſailor, and ſhould be of uſe 


in caſe of danger, and the latter not liking 


to be confined. The Captain, knowing they 


were men of conſequence, feared his conduct 


might be ſcrutinized, therefore thought 
proper to tell them, that the Frenchman he 
had juſt received on board was a Jacobin, 
he believed, and had publiſhed ſomething in 
England which had induced Government to 
offer a reward for him, and the Engliſhman 
was rather concerned in the affair; but they 
were, notwithſtanding, very honeſt men, 
and had often croſſed with him, fo he could 
not refuſe to ſtand their friend in time of 
need. Douglas paid very little attention to 
his diſcourſe, and Sir Charles ſwore he did 
not care who the devil they were, ſo he 
was but landed at Boulogne, 
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As they had no ſooner loſt Colt of the 
Engliſh coaſt, than it blew almoſt a hurri- 
cane, the Captain endeavoured to perſuade 
every body on board he had been in much 
worſe gales ; but while he was diſplaying his 
{ill,' a moſt violent guſt ſplit the mainſail 
into a thouſand pieces, and every one, more 
or leſs, was now convinced they were in 
imminent danger. Douglas poſſeſſed far 
the greateſt preſence of mind; and perceiving 
the Captain as much or more frightened 
than any of the paſſengers, gave the neceſ- 
| fary orders, and aſſiſted himſelf in replacing 
| the damaged fails. The laſt comers were 
| expert ſeamen, and of great uſe in this 
| dreadful emergency ; and every thing that 
| could be done to preſerve the veſſel, and 
| enable her to reach the deſtined port, was 
| put in practice under Douglas's direction, 
who had acquired his nautical {kill in an ex- 
| cellent ſchool, among men accuſtomed to 
| brave the moſt tremendous ſtorms, and per- 
fect maſters of their trade. 


* - 


- 


At 


87 

At laſt the Boulogne lights opened to 
their view, and every one prayed very fer- 
vently for one hour's reprieve; for in that 
time, if it pleaſed God, the Captain was 
{ure they ſhould make the harbour. The 
Frenchman caperedabout the deck, crying— 
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I ſhall be ſaved at laſt ! Had I remain- 
ed in England, I ſhould have been hanged ; 
now I ſhan't mind half ſo much being 
drowned cloſe to my own country.” 


Douglas could not help laughing at his 
abſurdity ; but as they now drew near the- 
harbour, he aſked the Captain if he, were ſure 
there was water enough in port for the veſſel 
to go in? He hoped there was, he replied; 
and as the wind ſtood, they had no other 
chance, in their ſhattered condition, than 
to run in at all riſks, He knew the port to 
the greateſt nicety; the wind blew directly 
for it, and the water would be in fooner than 
uſual. He took the helm himſelf as they ap- 
proached, and repeatedly declared they were 

6 NE all 
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all ſafe, and that he was ſure he could get 
over the bar. 


It was now half paſt eight o'clock, and 


the company began to breathe upon this 
happy aſſurance, as they had all, not ex- 
cepting Douglas (who was better acquainted 
with the danger than any of the other paſ- 
ſengers) thought they were going to the 


bottom every minute for the laſt hour and 
a half. The ſailor whom the Captain could 


moſt depend upon, was ordered to go forward 
to look out, and give his maſter directions how 


to ſteer. Douglas, knowing he could no 


longer be of ſervice, walked forward alſo 
with Sir Charles, who proteſted, in general 
with every one on board, he had ſaved the 
ſhip, and of courſe their lives. They ſoon 
ſaw and heard a number of people on the 
pier head, and at the moment they thought 
they were ſafe, juſt at the mouth of the 
harbour, a moſt violent ſwell of the ſea, 
accompanied with a guft of wind, drove 
them ſome yards ouret their courſe, and the 

veilel 
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veſtel inſtantly ſtruck. A ä ſcream 


proceeded from the ſhore, and the ſailors 


with one voice called out To the helm, 


to the helm, for God's ſake'! we are all loſt!“ 
Exery one ruſhed to their aſſiſtance, and the 


next wave, which returned with violence, 
righted the veſſel, and put her once more 


* 


It was only aſtoniſhing, Douglas obſerved, 


the wave that had relieved them, had not 


waſhed them all overboard. They got into 
port, however, in a few ſeconds, and no one 
can conceive how truly each rejoiced, but 
thoſe who have been in a ſimilar ſituation. 
The failors all clung round Douglas to ex- 


preſ; their gratitude, declaring they ſhould 


not mind failing to the world's end in a 
fiſhing- boat under his orders; but their 


rejoicings were of ſhort duration; as, 


owing to the Captain's late flurry, and not 


being able to diſtinguiſh the objects before 


him, he ran foul of another veſſel that was 
in. - moorings. and the top-gallants getting 
entangled, 
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: entangled, the maſk, which was not very fleady 


from the ſhocks it had undergone, gave way, 
and fell with a moſt horrid. craſh between Sir 


Charles and the Captain, ſtunned the latter, 


and ſent the former overboard, who, in en- 
deavouring to ſave himſelf, pulled Douglas 
after him. Neptune inſtantly jumped into 
the ſca after them, and caught his maſter 
faſt by the collar, holding his head'as much 
above water as poſſible, and making towards 
the ſhore with him. Thus aſſiſted, for he 
was an excellent ſwimmer, he was enabled 
to ſave his friend, who muſt elſe inevitably 
have been drowned. He ſeized hold of him 
by the hair, and the moment he recovered 
his ſenſes ſufficiently to underſtand him, 
deſired him to lay faſt hold of the dog's 


collar, which he inſtantly did; and though 


the faithful creature would not abandon 
his maſter, who in vain endeavoured to 
diſengage himſelf from his hold, that he 
might be the more able to ſupport the 
Baronet, ſwam forward with them till they 


were able to feel their legs, and walk on 


ſhore, as no ſoul came to help them, not 
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from want of inclination, but from inability 
in many reſpects, and the buſtle they were 
in to fave thoſe on board; as the veſſel, 
having bulged, ſunk in a very few minutes, 
and it was with difficulty thoſe who could 
not aſſiſt themſelves, were got on ſhore.— 
Douglas ſtepped. up to his middle in water, 
to fondle the faithful Neptune, who 
ſeemed conſcious of what he had done, and 
returned his careſſes with more than uſual 
ole; and at laſt they found themſelves once 
more upon ferra firma, amidſt a crowd of 
ſpectators, who were loud in their praiſes of 


the dog, and overwhelmed both gentlemen 
with a multitude of enquiries, 


Sir Cha: cles was hardly beteten reco- 
rered from his recent ſalt water bath to talk; 

lc therefore took the Swiſs valet's arm, 
who had eſcaped unhurt from being below, 
and was juſt landed as they came on ſhore), 
nd thus ſupported; ſoon reached the Britiſh 
idtel—a very xcellent inn, where both h 
and Douglas met a very hearty reception 


from 
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from a fine fat old Englith landlady, who 
inſtantly diſperſed the crowd which had fol- 
lowed them, and recommended a bumber 
glaſs of /iqueurs to cheer their ſpirits. Her 
preſcription met their approbation, and Sir 
Charles in a hort time began to laugh at 
their paſt misfortunes. Their hoſteſs vowed 
vengeance againſt their unforfunate Captain, 
who was always running people's lives into 
danger through his raſhneſs, and recite 
many traits. of his folly, which made tbe 
ſriends think they were peculiarly fortunat: 
in having eſcaped ſo well, which ſhe wholjy 
attributed to Douglas's ſkill, and ſaid th: 
| paſſengers might bleſs God he was on board, very | 
elſe they would, as ſure as fate, have gon: Eſtevr 
to Davy Jones's locker. She then adi . 
their going to bed, as they had no c:otir 
to change, and their baggage had ſunk wii ., E 
the ſhip; ſhe could provide them wit | 


Do 


ing wa 
heard 
Uifeleſs 


it was 
ſhirts, &c. [They followed her advice, and viſe an 
agreed to ſpend the next day at Boulogts very pe 


f 


to make a few neceſſary additions to thei 


wardrobe betore they proceeded to Paris. 
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CHAP. VII. 


DoucLas's firſt enquiry in tlie morn- 
ing was after the Captain, whom they had 
heard over- night had been brought on ſhore 


lifeleſs ; and notwithſtanding he thought him 


rery blameable, felt for his misfortune, —- 
Eſtevus, to whom he put the queſtion, 
ſaid | 


« He underſtood he was alive, and that 
it was hoped he would recover, as he had a 
wife and a large family of children, and was 
very poor.” 


« That 


\ 
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e That often makes people dabbirntes 
replied Douglas; * but you ſhall carry him 
a trifle, which may be very acceptable.” 

No doubt, Sir; and if you pleaſe, the 


landlady deſired me to tell you, you muſt go 
to the town-houſe as ſoon as poſſible, as the 
Municipal Officers have been enquirirg 


about you ſeveral times.” 
* Thele are the bleſſed fruits of F rench 
liberty, Charles,” cried Douglas. Come 


let us get up, leſt we offend theſe new Ro- 
mans; you mean to fink your Sir upon 


them, I hope?“ 


«© Undoubtedly. Titles are very un- 


faſhionable things anon this 2 


people.“ 


Having thus decided, they hurried over 
their breakfaſt, and, accompanied by a 
guard, proceeded before the new Magiſtrates, 
wrote George Douglasand Charles Creighton 
in their books, and were provided with pak 
ports, and informed they were at liberty to 


purſue their journey as ſoon as they pleaſed, 


and 


and to return to their hotel unattended. They 


profited by their permiſſion to take the tour 
of the ramparts, where Douglas was rather 
ſurpriſed to meet the Captain Needham he 
had ſeen at Evian, and another young man 
walking arm in arm. The former no ſooner 
recognized George, than he exclaimed— 

« Mr, Elton, how are you? How have 
you done ſince you left Evian? Going to 
England, or whither bound? 

« To Paris, Captain, to ſee a celebrated 
actreſs we hear has turned even the heads of 


the patriots-—Mademoiſelle Parizot!“ 


« That's your fort!” cried Needham; 
but how does grandpapa reliſh thele trips, 
my boy?“ 

% Oh, the old gentleman underſtands 
reaſon,” replied Geor: ge; " beſides, he is at 
Liſbon.“ 

He might almoſt as wal be gathered to 
his forefathers—ha, Elton! if he has left you 
plenty of the needful, and d—n him, I be- 


lieve he never ſtinted you. I am upon my 


road 
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road to England, but ſtopped a few days here 
juſt pour paſſer le temps. Allow me to in- 


troduce you to Mr. Saville.” 

« George returned this compliment by 
introducing them to Creighton; and having 
ſeen all the town afforded, he aſked Need- 
ham and his companion to dine with them, 
They readily accepted the invitation, and 
accompanied them to their. hotel; though 
they choſe to go home to mate ſome alte- 
ration in their dreſs before they came to 
dinner. The landlady had ſeen them come 
in, and watched their going out, to enter 
the friend's apartment, ſaying, very uncere- 
moniouſly— 


Are you acquainted with thoſe two 
young fellows, gentlemen.” 


« Very ſlightly, my good Madam,“ re- 


plied George. I met the Captain laſt ſum- 


mer at Evian—his companion I never ſaw 


before to-day, nor was I in habits of inti- 


macy with the former; but he eagerly | 


renewed 


— — —_ 
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renewed the acquaintance, and I have aſked 
them to dinner.” 

« That is all very well,” ak the land- 
lady, only don't let them win or borrow 
your money, for it is ſtrongly ſuſpected they 
are no better than they ſhould be. Need- 
ham lives abroad, becauſe he is ſo much in 
debt he dares not ſhew his face in England; 
and as for the other, I don't know what 
brought him here—nothing good though, I 
will be bound. However, be upon your | 
guard, that 1s all.” 

Thank you for your caution,” ſaid Sir 
Charles; © faith, we can find ways enough 
to ſquander, our money without throwing 
it away upon ſuch fellows.” 


The landlady retired, and in a ſhort time 
the Captain and Saville returned; the latter 
by no means a bad figure, but intolerably 
vain. He ſoon began to enumerate - his 
bonnes fortunes, and the different duels he 
had been engaged in, and'even diſplayed a 


ſcar upon his wriſt, occaſioned by a wound 
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he received from a bullet, as he ſaid.— 


Douglas and Sir Charles had ſome difficulty 
to keep their countenances, and put very 
little faith in his courage. He then reverted 
to their paſſage, and proteſted he ſhould 
have thrown the Captain and luis crew over- 
board, he ſhould have been in ſuch a d—d 
paſſion! An excellent dinner ſtopped his 
inceſſant prating for about half an hour, and 
he, then deſcanted very learnedly upon 
eating, prailed the cook, and acknowledged 
mother K kept a dd good larder. 


cc We are at the Golden Lion,“ ſaid he; 


ce tis not half ſo good a houſe, but there 


are ſome d—d fine girls—you take me, gen- 
tlemen ?” 


\ 


Douglas was diverted by his folly, and 
puſhed' the bottles about briſkly after din- 


ner; Champagne was their favourite liquor, 


and he plied them with bumpers till they 


were both quite off their guard, while be 


was merely 1 in ſpirits. 
At 
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At laſt the diſcourſe turned upon Eng- 
land. Saville ſwore he was almoſt tired of 
France, as there was nothing, to be picked 
up among the patriots, Needham grew 
angry with him ; but he had drank too much 
wine to underſtand either his looks or hints, 
and aſked Douglas how long they meant to 
tay at Paris, as he had half a mind to go 
with them. This conſiderate offer met with 
no encouragement, and Needham ſaid he 
ſhould return home for the enſuing News 
market Meeting, adding— 


1 are not much acquainted with 
any of the ſporting tribe, Elton, I think I 
heard you ſay at Evian ?” 

«© Nor have I had time or opportunity 
to form any connexions among the gentle- 
men of the turf ſince my reſidence in Eng- 
land, though I don't know whether I ſhan't 
try my fortune. It is very good ſport I 
am informed.“ 

« Oh! the fineſt i in the world !” cried 
Saville ; * but there 1 is more ma de by bet- 


v2 ting 
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ting upon, "thak keeping horſes. T have tried 

| both; but a ſtud is ſo confoundedly expen- 
five, though that would not be an object 
to you, Needham informs me ; ? d—mme if 
I would not rather be grandſon to a | grocer 
if he were but rich, than related, as Jam told 
you are, to half the nobility 1 in the three 

| Kingdoms. But there is a d—d daſhing 
fellow juſt come out, as rich as a Jew I have 
been told; he means to keep horſes, tis 
reported: nay, you have heard of him 1] 


ſuppoſe, Mr. Elton?“ | 
„„ don't know to whom you al- 


Jude,” was the reply. 
« Why the Duke of Durbam's nephew, 
the Honourable Mr. Douglas. They ſay 
he bids fair to be a nice pigeon; did you 
ever ſee him? The newſpapers are full of 
bis extravagance every day.” 5 
« Yes, I have frequently read his praiſes,” 
rejoined Douglas, laughing, © and have 
had the advantage of ſeeing this renowned 


buck.” 


ec And 


nd 
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« And pee t you think him a dd fine 
fellow ?” aſked Saville. 

« You are intimate with him, I ſuppoſe ?' "hos 
replied George, without an{nenng his queſ- 
tion. | 

Not abſolutely ; - 4 — 5 dined with 3 05 
twice in mixed companies, and I muſt ſay 
he has got a d—d deal more money than 
wit - 2 33 

* Upon my ſoul I am of your opinion,” 
ſaid Douglas. 

« Oh! a poor ninny, take my word for it, 
and will ſoon ſhake his eſtate out of the 
elbows, if he don't kill himſelf with drinking 
firſt, Between ourſelves, he has taken a 
girl into keeping 1 turned off only three 
months ago, and has placed her in an ele- 
gant houſe in Berners Street. J was ſaun- 
tering by a fortnight ſince (I have not been 
long in France), when the girl ſaw me, laughed, 
and beckoned me over told me who ſhe 
belonged to—ſaid the poor dupe would not 
come that night—kept me to ſupper, and— 


you take me?“ 


F 3 0 Oh 
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« Oh perfectly!“ rejoined Douglas; WM and 


. * faith, this mad fellows folly will prove mo! 
an eventual] ſaving to you: I ſuppoſe he rall 
thought this ſweet creature was a new face gill: 
imported out of the woulds of Yorkſhire.” bot 
„Ten to one; the eat has a monſtrous MW Th 
innocent look, has not ſhe, -Needham ?” eve 
Why do you apply to ie, when _ wit! 
know I ne ver ſaw her?” and 
True, I forgot you have been on WH upc 
this fide the water theſe hundred years.” tar 
Ee F her 
- © Here their diſcourſe was put a ſtop to by WET 
242 a moſt violent diſpute in the court-yard.— at 


They all roſe, and approached the windows Do! 
-which looked into it the quarrel was be- 
tween the landlady, and à gentleman much 


about her own age and ſize; politics was the and 
ſubject, and therefore thinking they might cats 
at all events be amuſed, they ſallied forth. , 
| Saville was firſt, and got cloſe to the eto 
i _ "contending parties. The gentleman they wre 
[ Toon diſcovered was an Engliſh clergyman, , equ 
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and a patriote enragce the hoſteſs was a {till 
more violent Ariſtocrat. Their faces, natu- 
rally of a purple hue, were now like the 
gills of a turkey cock, ſo anxious were they 
both to convince the other of their error. 


The patriot's arms were above his head 


every three ſeconds, and brought down again 


with ſuch violence, that his teeth chattered, 
and his very exiſtence ſeemed to depend 


upon the cauſe he was fo flrenuouſly main- 


| taining. The lady:s hands were fixed upon 


her immenſe hips, and her head and eyes 
were in continual motion, till they frothed 
at the mouth like mad bulls, The words 
Douglas's party heard diſtinctly, were— ' 


* You are a good-for-nothing old witch, 
and it would be no matter if all ſuch old 
cats were hanged !”' 

« Blackguard ! pitiſul fellow * was, the | 
retort courteous. - It is only ſuch poor 
wretches as you who preach up liberty and 
Wag dh becauſe you have nothing to loſe. 

x + © | Thad 
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I had always an averſion to your cloth, and 
only wonder I let you come into my houſe !” 


„ Go to hell, you old witch, and take 125 
your houſe with you! J belſeve you an't F 
fond of my profeſſion ; the Devil will have frat 
a precious morſel when he Jays hold of your thei 
fat carcaſe. I fay and will maintain it, was wa 
the whole town of Boulogne to unite againſt FRE: 
me, and I was certain of going to the ſcaf- ſtay 
fold the next minute, the French are engaged thes 
in a moſt glorious cauſe ; and as for all their mad 
d—d impudent Nobles, they are like 00, 1 
only fit for dog's meat.” | 


c D—mn it,” cried Saville to the ns 
lady, e don't give it up, dame K 

She was only taking breath, and her paſ- 
ſion riſing beyond all bounds, ſhe exclaimed, 
in a furious tone Keep your advice to 
yourlelf, Sir! $i 


Needham had approached the patriot ; 
who fearful of being overcome, ſeized him 
by the coat. 


« I apply 
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I apply to you,  Sir—if I was your 
age, 1 would enliſt in the French National 
Troops to morrow.“ 

„Go and be dg 1 FIR Needham, 
ſnatching his coat of his hand. 1 take 
their parts—no truly, I lay they are a ſet of 
ſavage barbarians, and thoſe who try to de- 
fend them, are little better. You ought to 
ſtay among them fince you are ſo fond of 
them—like you, they are all either fools or 
madmen,” 7 


The landlady breathed, and ſhook her 
head at the Patriot, who hardly knew how 
to act. However, he gave Needham a 
moſt contemptuous look, and ſaid 
” Pray, puppy, who are you that offer 
your advice ſo freely? That for you!“ 
ſnapping his fingers under his noſe. 

« D—mme,” rejoined Needham, © but I 
will cool your courage ! If it were not tar 


your cloth, I would offer you a piſtol ; but 


as it is, I will put you into that hoi ſe- trough 
F 5 | cc You 
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Lou,“ cried the patriot, you be 
d—d for a Wa e ſcoundrel 5 77 
Needham could not put up with this, 
eſpecially before Douglas and the Baronet ; 
he therefore made a catch at the Patriots 
collar, who ſeized him in his turn,” threw 
him upon his back, and fell upon him 
with ſuch force that he made the ground 
ſhake. This occaſioned a general laugh. 
In a few ſeconds he recovered his breath, 
and leaving his antagoniſt to riſe, trium- 
phantly exclaimed—“ That is the way to 
ſerve ſuch fellows as you are!“ putting 
himſelf in a poſture of defence. . 
Needham ſlowly roſe, with a face whiter 
than his ſhirt, put bis band to his fide, and 
feared tlie heavy villain had broke two 


of his ribs.” 
% And be God III break two more,” 


was the reply, if you don't keep your 


hands off! hs 


"Needham: was not inclined to put him to 


the trial, and even the old landiady reco- 
vered 
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vered her good humour ſufficiently to laugh 


| at his misfortune. The Patriot capered, 


and ſaid he had often chaſtiſed ſuch impu- 
dent boys. Douglas and his friend had 


| joined very ; heartily in the general mirth 2 


and the Patriot, perceiving how much they 


had been diverted, thought they would 
prove ſtaunch ſupporters, — looking 


at won ſaid — 


« Did not I ſerve U right ?/ If I had 


broke his neck, I thould not have cared; for 
I can't bear to be contradicted by an obſti- 


nate old woman, or to be inſulted by an 
impudent ſchool-boy ; and I will affert, to 
the laſt moment of my life, that the French 
Revolution is a glorious work, and will be 
handed down to poſterity . with applauſe! 
and [ am ſure you are of my way of think- 
ing, Sir,” catching Douglas by the button 
hole, as he had done Needham juſt before. 
„„am no politician, Sir,“ was the re- 
ply, „ theretore cau't pretend to enter the 
lifts with you.“ | 

7 6 « Well, 
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„ Well, well, Sir, if you are going up 
the country, you will be ed I am in 
the right.” 

« Hold your tongue, you cowardly raſcal,” 
bawled out the old woman; “you dare not 
go to Paris, though you are ſo fond of li- 
berty.“ 

, ©. Who ſpoke to You, you lying Devil: 4 


Sir Charles adviſed Lin to drop the diſ- 
pute; for gentlemen ſhould always give up 
to the ladies. 


*I will ſpeak my mind before any man 
or woman either! I now employ curates to 
do my duty while I take my pleaſure ; I am 
independent, and | fear no man. My name 
1s Crutley, and I hive in Radnorſhire ; and 
no man, be he of what profeſſion he may, 
nor all the old women in France and England, 
ſhall perſuade me out of my ſenſes !” 
Four zeal, Sir,” rejoined Douglas, 
“js as much too violent as many of the late 


. French decrees ; and a man muſt be in great 
| want 


2 


— 


. 


— 


t! 
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want of argument who can ſo far forget him 
| ſelf as to abuſe a woman, particularly when 
he is one of that ſacred order we ought to 


look up to for inſtruction and example,” 
The Patriot did not reliſh this ſerious 


ſpeech ; but the landlady, once more in high 
ſpirits, roared out“ Bravo! my hand- 


ſome countryman ! I knew you would con- 


vince the paltry fellow I was in the right.— 


Go —ſet off—troop—get about your buſi- 


neſs, Mr. Parſon; don't think to come to | 
my houſe any more, for I want no ſuch gueſts. 


Get out with you, Mr. Liberty and Equality ; 


your countrymen, you find, don't like your 


doctrine better than I do. Pack off—no 
more of your preaching nee don t ſuit 
your preſent congregation.“ 

«© Oh, d mn the old huſſey, what ſhe 


has found her tongue again ! I ſuppole you 


think all theſe gentlemen are going to turn 
bullies for you? 

« You impudent, dirty ſcoundyel + en 
the old woman, ho dare you to mention 
the name of bully in my houle ! Get out of 


it 
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it this moment, or I will claw your eyes out,“ 


2 a dart to n her threats | in exe- 


Crutley ſlipped behind one of the by- 
ſtanders, who tried to n the old wo- 


man to 8⁰ in. 


#34 


«6 Not 1 indeed, ſhe: cried, «© while 


that fellow remains about my houſe,” pur- 
ſuing the Patriot through the crowd. Get 
along with you out of my doors this minute! 
I will give you your dinner, and as for your 
paltry horſe and chaiſe, which an't worth 


five pounds Og: I will —_ it after 


you.“ 


But the Patriot did not chuſe to leave 


his treaſure behind him. Douglas and his 


party returned to their room, but had ſcarcely 
reſumed their feats round the table, and 


called for ſome freth wine, before they ſaw 


the Divine drive off ina more miſerableequi- 


page than they could have ſuppoſed bad 


ever 


HARCOURT, 5 A 
ever left England. The landlady followed 


him into the ſtreet, and returned in triumph, 


her hands at her ſides; came into their room, 


flumped herſelf down in a chair, and en- 


quired whether they had ever ſeen ſuch a 
rum parſon in their lives, and abuſed him 


for his meanneſs when he was at her houſe 
before. Douglas aſked. her to pledge him 
in a tumbler of RING as ſhe muſt be 
fatigued. 


« Very willingly,” ſhe replied ; * the 


fellow has made me loſe my breath.“ 


She drank her glaſs, and then aſked 
Needham how he did. It was in taking her 
part he told her he had been hurt. With- 
out anſwering him, ſhe ſtarted up, her face 
the colour of ſcarlet in a moment. She 


looked round her, but ſeemed unable to 


ſpeak. 


„ What is the matter, Mrs. 1 „en- 
quired Douglas. ; 
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Fn Who i is that under the table?” ſaid ſhe 
haſtily, without turning her head, 


The 3 and Douglas burſt out 


laughing upon perceiving that the tre- 


mendous object that had ſo alarmed this 
courageous lady was Mr. Neptune, whoſe 
uſual reſting- place was under the table.— 


She ſoon ſatisfied herſelf, and overcame her 


fright. The dog had happened to move, and 
touch her cloaths: however, ſhe joined 
very heartily in their mirth, and called him 
to her. Till now he had not been noticed 


by Needham and Saville; they had ſeen 


him, they ſaid, but thought he had be- 
longed to the houſe. While they were ad- 
miring him, and Sir Charles was praiſing 
him for his faithful recent ſervices, the old 
woman fetched him a large plate of meat, 


becauſe ſhe had heard of all his merits be- 
fore. He ſoon became great friends with 
her, and when he had finiſhed eating, ſhe 


began to ſtroke him, enquiring how old he 
was, Douglas latisfied her curjolity, adding— 
cc He 


lef 
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« He was given me ſoon after I left Evian | 


by the Mr. Mackenzie Lord John Villars 


left at Lauſanne.” 
« [ remember the cnt 
Needham. 


59 


cried 


While he was ſpeaking, the old lady was 


handling a very large ſilver collar he had 
round his neck, and ſaid— 


This would be a tolerable prize, now 
we are ſo much in want of money,“ be- 
ginning to read the inſcription aloud— 


« The Honourable George Douglas, Durham 


Houſe, St. James's Square.” 


Saville turned paler than the Captain had 


done juſt before him, and dared not raiſe 
his eyes even upon his friend, who had par- 
ticipated in his unpleaſant ſurpriſe, while 
the old 9 remarked— 

ee You left out the word honourable, Sir, 


| when you wrote your name in our book?“ 
6 To 
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To humour the Democrats, oped 
lady,” replied Douglas ; and my friend 
Creighton was equally modeſt, as he 1s Sir 
Charles, at you ſervice.” 

„Well, egad! you don't give in to the 
common failing of travellers in general. 1 


have known many add titles to their 


names, but never, knew any leave them out 
before.” 


„Why, Mr. Elton,” ROY Need - 


ham, have you changed your name? 


. «© By virtue of an act of Parliament ſince 


my return to England, Captain, and I may 
truly ſay, as your friend obſerved, I have 
alſo changed my nature; for I am the very 
mad, diſſipated, fooliſh fellow he deſcribes. 
J only hope the leſſon J have received will 
prove of ſervice to me; ſo come, puſh the 
bottle about, Charles, and let us drink to 
my reformation.” 


The . conſcious he had not pre- | 


| Dram to know the rakiſh buck Saville had 
i affected 
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4 affected to be ſo intimate with, rallied his 
ßpirits, and ſwore it was a d—d good joke; 
8 but was afraid it would terminate in his 
turning off the lady in Berners Street; 
8 while Saville ſtuttered, and heſitated 
ſo much, the landlady, who enjoyed his 
r mortification, exclaimed— | 
t 


1 


% Now I will be hanged if you han't been | 
. ſhooting with your long bow, Saville; but 
this time you have caught a tartar, my lad. 


e Your ſtories about ne, for you always put 
y yourlelf firſt, the Prince of Wales, and two | 
e or three other Noblemen, won't go down 
y with theſe gentlemen no better than my did 
P with me,“ rifing to retire, 

I Lou muſt ow one more glaſs babes 
e you go, Mrs. K cried Douglas. 

0 I ſhan't refuſe FR Sir, that I may 


have the advantage of drinking your and Sir 
Charles's health, and thanking you for the 
2 honour you '1ave done my houſe,” = 


d 
d 


He 
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He eoured her out a bumper, which ſhe 
received with a curtſey, and a compliment 
to each. Then looking at Needham,— 


« Your health, Captain Mr. Saville, my 
ſervice to you. You may now with ſome 
truth boaſt of Meth been in great com- 


Nen 3» 


Her provoking ſpe&ch, added to what 
ſhe had ſa id before, ſo diſconcerted the un- 
fortunate man, that he roſe, ſtammering out 
ſomething about an engagement, and made 
a haſty retreat. The Captain, nearly as 
much confuſed, and unable to frame any 
plauſible excuſe for the intimacy which 
reigned between them, affected to recollect 
he had promiſed to eſcort ſome ladies to a 
concert, and made his eſcape after his creſt- 
fallen friend, having aſſured Mr. Douglas he 


ſhould look in upon him agun before he left 


Boulogne. 


. CC A 
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A good riddance of bad rubbiſh!” cried 


the old woman, loud enough for him to 
profit by her ſpeech as he was ſhutting the 
door; I believe Mrs. Odwyer wiſhes ſhe 
had got rid of you and your friend, as I have 
done of my parſon ; for there is ſix of one, 
and half a dozen of t'other.” | 


Douglas and the Baronet had ſeldom been 
more highly amuſed, and won the old lady's 
warm heart by deſiring her to make tea for 
them. Their gueſts ſerved them for con- 
verſation the whole evening, and Douglas 
vowed he would renounce gaming, which 
was only proper to encourage ſuch ſcoun- 
drels as thoſe who had juſt left them. 


i 
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CHAP, VIII. 


| | ; ed 
ON the ſecond evening after they left Bou- hou 


logne, Douglas and his friend arrived in Paris; lean 

but as it was very late, deferred viſiting the dow 
Principal till morning, when they ſet out for for 

the College as ſoon as they were up, talking W 
over paſt ſcenes, and their juvenile adven- The 
tures. Upon reaching the good man's 
apartments, they were informed he was not 7 
up. As he was in general a very carly riſer, Yor 
| George anxiouſly enquired if he were well. alu 
mor 

« Not in very good health, Sir,” BI ther 

the ſervant. © Theſe are ſuch troubleſome 19 
times, my maſter is very much altered ſince 3 

hic 


you was here laſt ſummer; but he will be 
„ overjoyed 
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overjoyed to ſee you, I Am e 1 
am ſure he don't expect you.” | 

« Then prepare him to ſee me in his 
ſaloon, and tell him another of his pupils, 
Sir Charles Creighton, is alſo very impatient 
to pay his reſpects to him.“ 


The man retired, and the friends remain- 
ed ſete- d- tete for near a quarter of an 
hour, when the Principal joined them, 
leaning upon his ſervant. Though worn 
down by age and anxiety, he had ſtill a ſmile 
for his favourite George, whom he wel- 
| comed in the moſt affectionate manner. 
Then turning to the Baronet, ſaid 


« You muſt excuſe me, Sir Charles. — 
You know this is my own boy, but I can 
aſſure you I am truly happy to ſee you once 
more; *tis a pleaſure I little expected, and is 
therefore particularly gratifying to my feel- 
ings. But fit down, my kind friends, and 
truſt me I am very ſenſible of the motives 
which have induced you to undertake this 


| | 155 : 


Journey. But we will have our breakfaſt, 
and I will then explain why I wiſhed, (as I 
wrote you word) my dear Douglas, I had 
ſome one, in whom I could confide, near me. 
I am only afraid your wiſh to oblige me—” 

e Ought to take place of every other con- 
. fideration, my dear Sir,” interrupted Doug- 
las; I am truly ſorry to find you ſo un- 
well ; but you muſt know you may, and 
ought to command my ſervices.” 


Sir Charles ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe, and 
with equal truth ; for next to his mother and 
friend, Principal Douglas was the object cf 
his eſteem. 


＋ heir repaſt over, the good man thus 


* — 


en thought of coming to England, 
my kind pupils; for, notwithſtanding my 


advanced age, I find it neceſſary to leave this 


diſtracted country! I cannot take the oath 


they impoſe upon their Prieſts; ; therefore, 
25 
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like | the reſt of their conſcientious 
Clergy, I muſt ſeek an aſylum elſewhere.— 
As a foreigner, I ſhall be permitted to de- 
part in peace, and Cardinal Caſtel Nuovo 
has ſo ſtrongly invited me to Bologna, that 
thither I mean to bend my wearied ſteps, 
that I may have the conſolation to know, 
when I pay the debt I owe, my Creator, my 
frail relics will be laid in conſecrated ground, 


' Your looks reproach me for my determi- 


nation, George, and I know every thing you 
would ſay, but the climate of Italy is more 
congenital to my age than that of England ; ; 
beſides, various other reafons I could alledge 
why I prefer Bologna to London. We ſhall 
continue to 4 as long as Jam able 
to hold a pen, ſo don't attempt to argue me 


out of my fixed reſolves; but you will do 


me a moſt eſſential ſervice by taking into 
your care various things of value, and ſome 
papers of conlequence, which the Count de 
St. Mars left with me. I don't chuſe to take 
them to Italy, but the moment I arrive there,* 
will write him word to whom I have entruſted 

ol, BH; G them, 


— — — — — - 


122 HARcoURTr. 


them, and deſire him to let you know where 
be would have them ſent. I have, beſides, 
a ſmall parcel which poor Mary Mackenzie 
committed to my care, containing all your 


father's letters to her, and a few trinkets, 
preſents of his and your mother's, which 


would be of value in your eyes, ſhe told me, 


and were all ſhe had to leave to her favourite 
Mr. Harcourt's ſon. I was not to deliver 


it till T heard of her death, and ſhe ſeemed 


ſenſible her latter end was approaching with 
haſty ſtrides. This I conceived to be a 


ſacred truft, and feel particularly happy 1 


ſhall be able to deliver it into your own hands. 
I mean allo to trouble you with ſome niore 
of my money; ſo you find I wiſh to make 
you my ſteward, for I chuſe to have as little 
caſh or valuables of any kind asI can help 
about me, or in my baggage.” “ 


George readily promiſed to take charge of 
every thing he wiſhed to ſend to England, 
and finding it in vain to hope he would 

bend his ſteps thither, he ceaſed to preſs him 
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to accompany him on his return; and 
having received the various packets he wiſhed 
to commit to his care, at the end of three 
days he took a very reluctant leave of his firſt 
and moſt worthy friend, and ſet out for 
London by way of Dieppe, not having 
written to the Duke from Paris, thinking 
he ſhould be in England almoſt as ſoon as 
his letter. 


His Grace had been very uneaſy from the 
moment of his departure, and was ſo anxious 
to oblige him, he waited upon the Secretary 
of State, with whom he had great intereſt, 
the moment John Mackenzie (after deliver- 
ing his letter of recommendation) left Dur- 
ham Houſe, determined to exert all his in- 
fluence in his behalf. His Grace being a 
Scotchman, and a very ſtaunch ſupporter 
of the Crown, though he ſeldom {ſolicited 
favours, had little more to do than aſk, and 
have his demands granted. He was parti- 


cularly eloquent in the cauſe of Mackenzie, 
_ adroitly hinting he was a friend of his ne- 
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phew's, and a countryman. The Miniſter, 
after a few minutes” reflection, and. expend- 


ing the uſual routine of compliments upon 
ſuch occafions, ſaid— 


Aike Tbene b was a tem in ooflaion of 
a a very deſirable place in his own office, who 
had long been in a bad ſtate of health; 

he was advanced in years, and would, he could 
anſwer for him, be happy to ſhare the emo- 
luments with any gentleman willing to relieve 
him from the fatigue ;—therefore to oblige 
his Grage of Durham, and his amiable ne- 
phew, he (the Miniſter) would procure the 


reverſion of his place for Mackenzie, who 


muſt immediately enter upon the duty, and 
allow the preſent poſſeſſor to retire with a 
penſion of two hundred a year out of the 
ſalary, waich amounted be, eight hundred 
N beſides perquiſites.” 


The Duke, of courſe, agreed to every 
thing in Mackenzie's name, preſented him 
the following day to the Secretary, and ſaw 

him, 
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him, to his infinite ſatisfaction, ſettled in 
his office in five days more, aſſured it would 
afford Douglas the greateſt pleaſure to find 
him ſo well provided for in ſo agreeable a 
dination. 


The travellers met with no adventures 
worthy recounting in their return home, 
and reached Durham Houſe in perfect ſafety 
on the eleventh evening from their depar- 
ture. The Duke, not expecting them, was 
from home, to George's great diſappoint- 


ment. Sir Charles therefore did not alight, 


as he was anxious to ſee what letters had ar - 
rived during his abſence, but promiſed to 
return to ſupper. Douglas ſecured the 


money and other things he had brought 


over, when two packets for Albertine, one 
from Martinico, the other from St. Maloes, 
caught his attention, and he determined 


to carry them immediately into Hertford 


Street; his dreſs, which he did not feel in- 


clined to alter, would be a proof he was but 
Juſt returned, and his not having ſeen the 
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Duke would afford him a ſufficient excuſe 

to ſhorten his viſit ; therefore, leaving word 
he ſhould be at home again in an hour, he 
let out to ſee his ward. 


Neither Mrs, Shenſtone nor Mademoiſelle 
de Valcerne were at home, he was informed 
by the footman, but were expected every 


minute, George took the letters out of his 


pocket, and was going to give them to the 


man, and leave a meſſage for Albertine, 


when he reflected that it would be more po- 


lite to addreſs her in writing. Requeſting 
he would provide him with materials for 
that purpoſe, he followed the man into the 


drawing- room, where, to his great ſurpriſe, 
and greater pleaſure, ſat Lady Iſabella Kin- 
roſs and Mrs. Macpherſon. He apologized 
with the moſt graceful eaſe, for his uninten- 


tional intruſion, reverted to their former 


rencontre without affecting to know who 
they were, and mentioned what had brought 
him to Mrs. Shenſtone's. 


” Then 


ee Then I hope you mean to wait Made- 
moiſelle de Valcerne's return, Mr, Douglas?“ 
ſaid her Ladyſhip. 


5 [ 


The arch expreſſion of her countenance 
rather confuſed George, who replied— 


« Your Ladyſhip has the advantage of 
me, as I merely know I am addreſſing an 
Earl's daughter. 

« Lady Iſabella Kinroſs, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. 
Macpherſon, and reſumed her netting. 

« You. were going to write, Mr. Doug- 
las,” rejoined her Ladyſhip ; © don't let our 
preſence prevent you, I entreat.” _ 

« I certainly had a preſentiment of the 
pleaſure that awaited me,” replied George, 
fixing his expreſſive eyes upon her face, 
ce when I formed that determination, as I 
was more than half-tempted to leave the 
letters I have brought from Paris, and a 
verbal meſſage, with the ſervant.“ . 
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to etiquette, ſo pray write your note ; but I 


rather think your gay ward will be at home 
in a few minutes—ſhe is merely gone to 
make ſome purchaſes with our Lady Abbefs, 
as I call Mrs. Shenſtone, who. thinks the 


ſhops are ſeldom ſo ee at n of 
day as in the morning.“ 
« Then with your en Lady Iſa- 

bella, I will wait her return.“ 

s foreſaw you would come to that reſo- 
lution, notwithſtanding pique had nearly 
hurried you away, becauſe Mademoiſelle de 
Valcerne, from not knowing when you would 
return, chanced not to be in the way to receive 
you; a molt ſerious crime, I muſt allow !” 
Upon my honour your Ladylhip puts 
a very wrong conſtruction upon my actions; 
one is ſeldom piqued with a friend.” 


At that moment the ſtopping of a car- 


Triage, and a knock at the door, announced 
the return of Mrs. Shenſtone and Albertine. 
Lady Iſabella therefore 1 gave George 

a droll 


— 10 n 
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a droll, incred ulous look, which piqued him 
much more than his ward's abſence, who 


ran up ſtairs the moment ſhe heard who was 
in the drawing-room, and flew towards her 
guardian, who had fiſen, but had not ad- 
vanced a ſtep to meet her, expreſſing her joy 
to ſee him, and lamenting her having choſe 
ſo unpropitious a moment to go a ſhopping, 
in terms ſo pointed, that ſhe heightened both 
his and Lady Iſabella's colour, and drew upon 
herſelf a ſevere look from Mrs. Shenſtone, 
who had given her a very ſerious lecture 
upon her freedom of behaviour towards her 


young guardian the evening of her arrival 


in town, and determined to repeat it with 
additions the moment he was, gone. 

\ 

George preſented her with the letters he 
had brought, ſaying— 267 


% Preſuming they might be of conſe- 
quence, Mademoiſelle, from their having 
been conſigned to Principal Douglas's care, 


I choſe to deliver them myſelf, and took the 


G 5 bs moment 
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moment of my arrival, as I did not find the 


Duke at Durham Houſe, fearful 1 ſhould 
not have another hour I could call my own 
for ſome time.”—Then turning to Mrs, 
Shenſtone, he paid his compliments, and 
ſaid, as he had executed his commiſſion, 
he ſhould take leave, for he was very im- 
patient to fee his uncle, who might return 
home during his abſence. 


e Bleſs me, Guardian, I am ſure you 


need not be in ſuch a hurry,” interrupted 
Albertine; «why you won't allow me time 
to aſk you a fingle queſtion, or enquire 
about a fingle perſon.” 

« ] did not ſee any 6. your acquaintance, 
Mademoiſelle; the peruſal of your letters 


will therefore afford you more pleaſure, and 


be more gratifying to your curioſity than my 
converſation. Lady Iſabella, I have the 
honour to wiſh you a good evening.“ 


Bowing to Mrs. Macpherſon, and taking a 


polite leave of Mrs. Shenſtone, and a very 


reſerved one of Albertine, he quitted the room, 
5 3 5 leaving 
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leaving her petrified by his behaviour ; for 
to let our readers into a ſecret, they may 
have probably already gueſſed ſhe was par- 
ticularly anxious to bear the ancient name 
of Douglas, and had taken uncommon 
pains to perſuade Lady Iſabella Kinroſs (who 
had from the age of ten years ſpent a 
few months every year under Mrs. Shen- 
ſtone's care, to enjoy the benefit of the firſt 
maſters London afforded) he was her de- 
clared lover. 


Her  Ladyſhip had liflened with indif- 
ference, and ſometimes with ennui, to Al- 
bertine's animated deſcription of her guar- 


dian; but the moment ſhe diſcovered Mr. 


Douglas and the elegant ſtranger ſhe had 
met upon Highgate Hill, were one and the 
ſame perſon, her gentle heart felt a pang 
for which ſhe was unable to account. Yet. 
Douglas's eyes were very expreſlive ; he 
certainly wiſhed her to underſtand his ward 
was more indifferent to him than herſelf, 
and his behaviour did not induce her to put 
V G 6 much 
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much faith in Albertine's report of his ſcn- 
timents. Such were her reflections, while 
that young lady, with undiſſembled cha- 
grin, tore open her letters, juſt glanced her 
eyes over thoſe from Martinico, and with- 
out hardly deigning to look at more than the 
direction of the others, threw them into the 
1125 


« Mr. Douglas ſeemingly need not 
have been in ſuch haite to deliver your let- 
ters, Ma'am,” ſaid Mrs. Shenſtone ; ©1 
dare ſay he would not have taken the trou- 
ble to bring them himſelf, had he known 
they were of ſo little importance.“ 

„ Goodneſs, Ma'am, what can an old 
Nun have to write about ? I am very little 
intereſted in her lamentations about the 
aboliſhing of Convents. My mother might 
have condoled with her, but I can't thiak 
why ſhe peſters me with her nonſenſe !” 

6] dare fay ſhe would not put your pa- 
tience to the ſevere trial of reading auy more 

0: 


of her letters, if ſhe knew the ule you made 
of them.” 

« Why, you are as ſerious as my 9 
dian, Ma'am. What harm is there in burn- 


ing a ſtupid letter addreſſed to myſelf?” 

« Infinitely leſs, Ma'am, than in treating 
Mr. Douglas with a degree of familiarity 
very mconfiſtent with mine, and, depend 
upon it, with his notions of female delicacy. 


| Your behaviour might, if he poſſeſſed leſs 


ſenſe, flatter his vanity ; as it is, you made 


him bluſh. I appeal to Mrs. Macpherſon 


for the truth of my obſervation.” 1 4 
« There is a modeſt degree of familiarity 
I would always encourage in young ladies,” 


replied the Governeſs, © when in company 
with intimate friends of either ſex; but it 


requires great diſcretion to attain the juſt 
medium between affected reſerve, and that 
proper freedom of manners which never over- 
ſteps the bounds preſcribed by delicacy.— 


Young people ought particularly to reflect 


upon the age of the gentlemen they addreſs ; 
reſpert for him will prevent them from being 
too 
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too free with an elderly man, and wa 
for themſelves ought to have the ſame effect 
when addrefling a younger one. Our lex 
certainly ought to be courted; to reverſe 
that rule muſt lower them even in the eyes 
of the wy perſon "OY wiſh to captivate.” 


Albertine ae in ſullen filence, more 
angry with the inſenſible Douglas than with 


the two tireſome moraliſts, whoſe lectures, 
the thought, were wholly owing to his 
treatment of her, which was intolerable, 
and ſhe wiſely determined to perſevere in 
her preſent conduct till ſhe either became 
the object of his love, or of his averſion. 
Had ſhe a rival? Vanity anſwered in the 
affirmative. Yes, he had diſpoſed of his 
heart during her ſtay at Brighton; if ſhe 
could but diſcover in whoſe favour, ſhe 
wouid endeavour to make him as miſerable 
as the- bare ſurmiſe made her. 


Meanwhile a ſentiment he was almoſt un- 


conſcious of, gonad ground in Douglas's 
| boſom. 


{ec 
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boſom. Lady Iſabella Kinroſs, decked in all 
the charms of artleſs ſimplicity, haunted his 
imagination; and the painful reflection, that 
he was perhaps the only man who might o t 
be allowed to aſpire to her hand, rather ſerved 
to increaſe, then check his growing parti- 
ality. He found Sir Charles at Durham 
Houſe, and they were ſtill at tea when the 
Duke came home, overjoyed to ſee his be- 
loved nephew, and” haſtened to tell him 
how fortunate he had been in his application 
reſpecting Mackenzie. George's ſincere 
expreſſions of gratitude for the trouble he 
had taken, were very gratifying to his Grace, 
and in his opinion incontrovertible proofs 
of the goodneſs of his heart, He liſtened 
with attention ro his account of their jour- 
ney, .ſhuddered at the danger they had 
eſcaped, laughed over their adventure at 
Boulogne, and was very glad the Principal 
meant to leave France. 


Douglas next mentioned having again 
ſeen Lady Iſabella Kinroſs, | 
* I knew 
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I knew Mrs. Duncombe had left her 
In London,” 2 replied the Duke, ce but not 
under whoſe care. 

Did you ſee that lady then, Sir? 

« IT had that pleaſure; we have ever 
eſteemed each other, and were ſhe only to be 
BE in the diſpoſal of her grand-daugh- 

„I ſhould not have told you a Douglas 
200 not pretend to her hand. But General 
Clare, her great uncle, and alſo her guardian, 
has never forgiven my interfering with their 
family arrangements; ſo let him look round 

among the ſons of our Nobility for a huſband 
for his ward. Iam ſure you are not inclined 
to humour him ſo much as to aſk what he 
would be fo happy to refuſe—his conſent to 


addreſs the young lady.“ 


George was in that reſpect of his uncle's 
opinion, but determined nevertheleſs to 
endeavour to make himſelf an intereſt in the 
heart of Iſabella, and if he ſucceeded, to 
aſk no other perſon's conſent to their union. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, IX, 


Lirrue of moment had occurred in the 
Mackenzie family ſince Douglas's viſit, till 
the return of their ſon, He had wrote 
them a full account of the kind and gene- 
rous treatment he had experienced from the 
Mr. Eltons, at Lauſanne, and informed 
them of his determination to return home as 
ſoon as he had got rid of his pupil. T his 
by no means met Lady Mackenzie's appro- 
bation, who told him, the moment ſhe ſaw 
him, he would never be worth a baubee. _ 


© Ye ſhould have had a little indul- 
gence for the young mon; wha was his 

keeping a miſtreſs tull ye, while ye kept the 
„ 
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filler? Fathers nae like to be told of the 
faults of their children, boy, and ten to one 
ye have made an enemy inſtead of a friend 
of the Duke of Northington. But aw my 
gude advice has ever been thrown away 
upon ye; however, cultivate the friend- 
ſhip of theſe Eltons; they are rich, and 
ſeem to have taken a liking tull ye; and let 
me tell ye, a rich merchant is a better 
friend than a pure Lord.” 


John ſaid very little in reply, nor did he 
mention having met Douglas at Dover; of 
courſe took no notice of the letter he was 
the bearer of to the Duke of Durham, which 
he delivered as ſoon as he had paid his reſpects 
to the Duke of Northington, who expreſſed 
his approbation of his conduct in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, acted in a moſt liberal 
manner reſpecting bis falary, and as a far- 
ther token of regard, preſented him with a 
deed entitling bim to a hundred a year for 
life out of the revenues of the Northington 
eſtates. This, added to what the late Lord 
„ | Everly 
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Everly had left him, would, he thought, 
ſupport him very genteelly, independent of 
his family, and was therefore doubly accept- 
able. The Duke of Durham's reception 
was ſtill more flattering ; Mackenzie was 
eloquent in the praiſes of his nephew; re- 
cited, with heartfelt gratitude, the various 
obligations he had conferred upon him even 
to ſitting up with him during his illneſs, and 
other traits of his generous benevolence, 
which endeared Douglas ſtill more to his 
Grace, and gave him a high opinion of 
Mackenzie, for whom he got the Miniſter 
to provide, as has been already related. 


John could neither expreſs his gratitude 
nor feelings upon this new occaſion. To 
be thus promoted was far above his moſt 
ſanguine expectations, which had led him to 
hope Douglas, upon his return, might exert 
his intereſt ſome way or other in his favour ; 
but to find himſelf thus high in office at 
once, and deſired to conſider the Duke of 
Durham as his friend, who alſo preſented 
"+; 


140 HARCOURT. 


him with a Bank note of five hundred pounds, 


in his friend the Secretary of State's name, as 


a douceur juſt to equip himſelf to enter upon 
his office, which might put him to ſome 
expence, made him fear the whole was the 
illuſion of fancy | But ſoon convinced he 
was become a great man, and as perfectly 
that the douceur was a preſent of the Duke's, 
he made what he thought a vain attempt to 
thank his noble benefactor, whoſe own 
generous heart overflowed with delight to 
find he had made fo truly deſerving an indi- 
vidual completely happy. 


As ſoon as he was inſtalled into his new 
office in proper form, and had undergone all 
the neceſſary ceremonies, he communicated 
the agreeable tidings to his father and mo- 
ther. Never did a more inſtantaneous 
change take place in the behaviour of 


any two people. Johnny was auways the 


darling of Lady Mackenzie's heart —ſhe had 
long foreſeen he would do her mickle ho- 


nour. Oh, the Duke of Durham was a 
jewel 
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jewel of a mon . ſhe need nae be told he 
was a Scotchman, fin he had rewarded the 
merits of her dear bairn;—and the Knight, 
who thought a freſh road to preferment was 
opened to: himſelf, actually ſhed tears of 
joy. | : 

John knew his parents were incapable of 
participating in his feelings, therefore for- 
bore entering into any farther details con- 

erning his promotion, than that he owed it 
to the Dinh of Durham, who had intereſted 
himſelf thus warmly in his favour at his ne- 
phew's recommendation, whom he (Mac- 
kenzie) ſhould ever conſider as the firſt and 
moſt noble of all human beings. 


Having imparted his intelligence, and 
liſtened with infinite patience to their joint 
congratulations, he left them to talk the 


matter over, as he had a great deal of buſi- 


neſs upon his hands; and neither wiſhing to 
humour them, nor puniſh himſelf, was re- 
ſolved to' take a lodging near his office, 
where 
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where he might enjoy the company of his 
friends, and keep up appearances with his 
family, which he knew, ſo thoroughly ac- 
quainted as he was with their diſpoſitions, 
he ſhould find next to an impoſſibility under 


the ſame roof. 


The moment he was gone, a family council 
was called; Margaret and Archibald never 
agreed except when their intereſt was con- 
cerned, upon which occaſions they would 
even give up to the ſuperior judgment of 
each other, and were particularly obedient 
to the Knight and his Lady. They had 
been ordered, on pain of her Ladyſhip's 


diſpleaſure (Sir Archibald's was a matter of 
courſe) not to mention George Harcourt's 


viſit to John. She might, perhaps, do it 


| herſelf at ſome future period, but till that 


time arrived, they were to forget they had 
ever ſeen him: and ſhe had been punctually 


| obeyed. Having commented for ſome time 
upon John's brilliant OED, her Lady- 
ſhip thus continued :— — 


«© Now 


let us aw try to make home agreeable to him, 
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Now, Archy, ye ken yere brother is a 
great mon; during the ſhort time he has 
been at home, ye have nae had one ſerious 
quarrel, and now, boy, be ſure, as ye value 
my bleſſing, to avoid it. Let him have his 
ain way; if he ſays black, tis nae yere place 
to contradict him, and if he ſays white, be 
exactly of his way of thinking; aw great 
folks ought to be flattered, and though he 
is yere brother, if ye dinnae pleaſe him, 
he will never exert his intereſt in yere fa- 
vour. Oh! if he could but introduce me 
to his noble patron, it might be the making 


of us aw; for our family is as auncient as ony 


in aw North Britain. However, we mun 
tura with the times, ye ken, like the Vicar 
of Bray; if I was in France, I would tune 
Ca Ira with the Poiſſardes, and in London I 
can join in chorus in God ſave the King! 
We mun auways praiſe the bridge that carries 
us ſafe over, rotten or ſound !—As for ye, 
Margaret, tis as much to yere intereſt as 
Archy's tull pay yere court tull Johnny ; 


that 
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that he mun nae think of ſpending his filler 
among ſtrangers; and wha kens but ye 


mun pick up a huſband among his friends 
ye have got gude blude | in your veins, and 


| that is a great thing. I ſhall offer him the 


beſt apartment, when opportunity offers, to 


receive his ain company; he will be obliged | 


to give handſome treats, and wha is ſae 


Proper to provide them as myſel. He has 
nae thoughts of marriage at preſent, and God 


ſend he never mav; then his ſavings will re- 


vert to his own fameely. Sae mark my words, 


and treat him with proper reſpect, as ye 
hope to proſper yereſels.“ 


oY John was ſeldom at home, notwithſtand- 
ing the fulſomeattention he met with, which 


he very properly placed to its true ſource, 
and took no notice of her Ladyſhip's re- 


peated hints concerning the whole houſe 


being at his command, but determined to 


pay for his board while he did ſtay, and to 


remove as ſoon as he could do it with con- 


venience. My Lady therefore repeated her 


lectures 
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1 to Archy and Marg garet daily and“ 
deſired them to redouble their attention to 
the great mon. 
for the future, and prognoſticating many 
deſirable events ſhe fore ſaw would happen, 
the whole family received an invitation to 
dine at Everly Lodge on Eaſter Monday. 


T7 o ſay they were delighted would be 
faintly expreſiing their rapture at this un- 
hoped-for honour | Hitherto Sir Archibald 


had been the only one, John excepted, that 
| Jer Lady- 
ſhip therefore immediately ftoreſaw the moſt | 
ſplendid honours merely awaited their ac- 


had eyer been thus favoured. 


ceptance ; ber favourite Margaret was al- 
ready, in her imagination, the Honourable 
Mrs. Fraſer, and John married to his Lord- 
ſhip's. daughter, 
woman. 
ſhine among the next creation of Baronets, 


a moſt charming young 


and of courſe ſoon be a Peer] her youngeſt 


ſon no longer a burthen to her, as he would 
be provided for in a manner ſuitable to his 
WW 


1 : 


While ſhe was laying plans 


She declared Sir Archibald would 


birth 
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\ birth and connexions! A carriage was s be- 
come almoſt a neceflary appendage in her 
dream of greatneſs ; appearance was half the 

battle; ſhe ſhould no longer be obliged to 
make ſuch great ſavings for her children; 
ſhe ſhould only have to ſtudy now how to 
do them honour, for ſhe ſhould float with 
the ſtream. Here was Lord Everly, who 
ſormerly thought himſelf fo much above 

them, and merely left a card now and then 
at her door, finding they were noticed by 
greater men than himſelf, could court their 
intimacy ; for, ſhe continued, © to pro- 
mote ſelf-intereſt was the main 1 ſpring of 
every body's conduct. 1 =, | 


John had left word, in the morning of 
this memorable day, he ſhould dine at home 
for the firſt time ſince his promotion. Her 
Ladyſhip had deſired him, whenever he 
choſe to favour them with his company, to 


fix his, own hour, which would always ſuit 


them; indeed, fo truly was ſhe inclined to 
oblige him, had he mentioned one in the 
| forencon, 


— WE wm. Y 


and. Cl CH wo yy 


HARco Rr. 147 


ſorenoon, or the ſame hour in the morning, 
ſhe would have agreed to either! She was 
exulting in the agreeable news ſhe had to 


communicate, when he knocked at the 


door, and her firſt words were— 


- .« Weel, the: Lord be praiſed for aw 
things, Johnny ! we ſhall have the pleaſure | 


* 


of yere company to dinner at laſt.” 

e You are devoutly inclined this morn- 
ing, Ma'am; now, if it had not been for 

my uncommon good fortune, do you think 
you would have waited two hours beyond 
your uſual time with ſuch amazing pa- 
tience?” 

« Hoot, my + dens Johnny, did ye ever 
ken me complain when I knew buſineſs of 


conſequence detained ye, as it has done to- 


day?“ 
e t reſolve your n Ma'am, 


as neither myſelf nor my buſineſs have, till 
very lately, been of any importance. But 


have not you received an invitation to dine 
out next nee oa 
H 2 I wo 
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« 'Ye have gueſſed parfectly reeght, 


Johnny; I was juſt going to mention it. | = 
How camè ye to be ſo wiſe, and how came it 
aw about, can ye tell me that? though E 
gude troth, I need nae have aſked the _ 41 
tion.“ = 
LE Why you are bleſſed with fach an un- oþ 
common ſhare of penetration, Ma'am, I can 3 
ſuppoſe you are in no need of any informa- 
tion I can give you. Therefore, inſtead of Ja 


applying to me, pray favour me with your 1 
own conjectures.” 

Nac, nae, Johnny, ye ken I was ainly 
joking, ſo do tell us, for nae doubt ye ken 1 
aw how and about it, wha is to be there, 


. 3 oh 

and every thing it 1s proper for us to hear.“ a 

| « At my requeſt then, Ma' am, Lord _ 

Everly has honoured you and all my family bu 

| with this invitation, to afford me an oppor- 15 
tunity of introducing you to my generous in 

friend, benefactor, and patron, to whom I uu 

| owe my life and my preſent lucrative poſt, olc 

| the Hon. Mr. Douglas, nephew to the Ane 


Duke of Durham; and I truſt you will endea- 


, 


4 vour 
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your.to convince him you largely Nene 
in my unbounded gratitude.” 


« Oh Johnny, ye enchant: my very ſoul! 


Ever fin ye mentioned this noble fellow, I 
have been praying chance might introduce 


me to him ; but I nae comprehend aw the 


obligations ye ſay he has conferred upon ye. 
Saved yere life! when and where my bairn?“ 


« At Lauſanne, Ma'am, as Mr. Doug- 
las and Mr. Elton, junior are the ſame per- 


ſon.“ 

" Mercy upon me, boy, ye quite ſur- 
priſe me ! How is aw this ? I little thought 
that gude young mon was a Douglas! He 
certainly kenned ye had as gude blude in 
yere veins as himſel, though the frowns of 
Fort une had reduced ye to a ſtation ſo much 
beneath yere noble origin. Depend upon 


it we will return the noble fellow our thanks 


in a proper manner; he is an ornament to 
his country; our gude monarch ought to 


glory in ſitch ſubjects, wha are ſae capable, 


and ſae zealous to reward merit!“ 
H 3 | « Pray 
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* Pray go on, Ma'am ; you ſeem in a 


very fine ſtrain,” rejoined John, very drily ; 


« what a pity Mr. Douglas is not here to 
profit by your encomiums! But believe me, 
I do not owe either his or his uncle's friend- 
ſhip to my talents for flattery. Compaſſion 
firſt intereſted the former in my behalf ; his 


grandfather and himſelf judged me after 


their own hearts, and highly approved of 


that part of my conduct which did not meet 


your approbation, Ma'am. Yet Mr. 


Douglas is nearly related to the Northington 


family, and in particular habits of intimacy 


with the Marquis of Beuifort, and I am 
vain enough to fancy he wiſhed to reward my 


integrity; that muſt be my only merit in 
his eyes. I met him very unexpectedly at 
Dover ; he requeſted I would take the 
charge of a letter to his uncle, to whom he 
generouſly mentioned me; need I fay in 
what kind terms, ſince to his recommend- 
ation I owe my promotion, though poſi- 
tively, notwithſlanding what I ſaid before, 


I am abſolutely at a loſs to gueſs why fo 
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young md faſhionable a man ſhould intereſt | 


himſelf ſo very ſtrongly in my behalf, as I 
have not ſo very high an opinion of my 
merit as you ſeem to have.“ 

« Weel, weel, modeſty is very becoming 
in every body, Johnny; but if Mr. Doug- 
las was nae ſae well acquainted with yere 
merits,” as J flatter, niyſel-I am, he was 
perhaps acquainted with yere origin ;- and 
ye ken my father was laird of Auchtentyre, 
and if every one had their reeghts ve would 
have been a Chieftain, and 

« Z—ds, Ma'am, don't drive me mad 
with your abſurdities—you will fancy your- 
ſelf a Douglas ſoon ! Be contented with your 
ney title, but don't vainly imagine it places 
you upon an equality with the future Duke 
of Durham.“ N 

« Ye are auways ſae paſſionate, Johnny; 
I nae pretend to put myſel upon a footing 
with yere noble friend ; I ainly hope we did 
nae fall never to riſe again.“ 
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ſcience, Ma'am. An't you addreſſed as my 
Lady? and an Earl's wife can pretend to no 
greater honour ; it remains with yourſelf to 
be either ridiculous or reſpectable. Your 
noble title may do the former, your beha- 
viour can only do the latter; and permit me 
to hint, Mr. Douglas is accuſtomed to the 
[ moſt refined addreſs, and is, take him all 
i in all, one ofthe fineſt gentlemenT ever had 
the honour of being in company with!“ 
Nae trouble yere head about what J 
ſhall ſay, boy; I kenned how to compli- 
ment a great mon before ye were born, bet- 
ter than ye will at my age! But I cannae 
divine why Mr. Douglas bore the name of 
Elton at Lauſanne.” | 
« Becauſe it was the one his father bore 
before him, Ma' am; he is a deſcendant on 
his mother's fide from the houſe of Douglas. 
But * us Proceed to dinner] want to be 
gone.“ 
Though his laſt ſpeech was very unſatis- 
factory, _ Mackenzie prudently forbore 
aſking 


| 

| 

f oy | „„ : 

j « Oh! you have riſen enough in all con- 
| 


% & 
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aſking any more queſtions, and all was 
hurry and buſtle not to detain Johnny, and 
every means taken to make him depart in 
good humour. As ſoon as he was gone, her 
Ladyſhip exclaimed 


That boy gets ſae impudent, Sir Ar— 
chibald, he makes me loſe aw patience ſome- 
times ; but never interfere in our cilputes, 
my Gear; I can auways bring him back to 


_ reaſon, ye perceive, and he will do us great 


honour, and that is aw we can wiſh in our 
children.“ | 7 

« True, my Lady; and a young man 
that has made himſelf ſuch friends in his 
own way as he has done, may be allowed a 


few liberties ; beſides, he has the intereſt 


and welfare of his family at heart, I can 
plainly perceive.” 

« Ye may {ay that, my dear ; he was nae 
eaſy, ye perceive, till he deviſed a method 
to introduce us to his young patron. I 


ſhould like to be mair acquainted with this 
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Mr. Douglas's character; Johnny hints, ye 
ken, he owes his favour to his integrity, but! 
nae believe ſitch a young fellow is nae open 
to flattery; however, we mun feel our way, 
Sir Archibald -we may gain a little uſeful 


intelligence from Lord Everly z—we will 


gang early, and I will put him upon the 
ſubject; ye will have nothing to do but to 
follow my lead, and then who kens what 
may happen? Archy may. get a place as 
cheaply as his brother, and ye, my dear, 
.now yere eye-ſight begins to fail, may get a 
handſome penſion for life; though, thank 
God, we ſhall be able to ſupport our dignity 
without any addition to our income, when 
our family 1s off our hands. As for the 
Duke of Northington and Lord Everly, 


they are nae worthy to be mentioned in the 


ſame day with Mr. Douglas; I long of aw 
things to ſee him ;—he is nae married I ſup- 


pole—ye would have nae objection, Mar- 


garet, to be Ducheſs of Durham?“ 
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« She be Ducheſs of Durham!“ grum- 
bled out Archy, I ſhall as ſoon be Prince 
of Wales 1 . 

« Ye will auways be a feu fule, boy; 
but ye mark my words, and make the moſt 
of the opportunity yere brother has afforded 
ye; if ye play yere cards weel, ye may 
ſtand a chance of being maintained in 
idleneſs, and that will ſuit ye mightily ; 
for a lazier loon, not excepting that vaga- 
bond George Harcourt, never exiſted, S9 
exert yere talents, and try to find out the 
weak fide of this youth, as yere brother has 
done; if he ainly recommends ye to his, 
grandfather Elton, ye will nae be to be 


pitied; and, Margaret, do ye ſet yere cap at 


him, and if he ſhould ſay faft things to yes ; 
but ye are nae fule—he won't want money.” 
“But he may want beauty,” * rejoined 
Archibald; © moſt men wiſh their wives to 
have either one or the other! However, if 
you ſhould hit his fancy, Peg, I ſhan't fo 
much mind eſcorting the Ducheſs of Dur- 
ham about; your title will make people 
forget your ugly ph1z gf 
1 6 | « ] 
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„ ſhould wonder if you ever hit any 
body's fancy,” retorted the offended Peg. 


Lady Mackenzie interfered, and having 
once more reſtored peace, continued to an- 


ticipate the great rewards ſhe foreſaw await- 
ed herſelf and children. 
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CHAP. X. 


N OTWITHSTANDING the conſtant 
round of unceaſing diſſipation Douglas con- 
tinued to move in, all his ſerious thoughts 
centered in Lady Iſabella Kinroſs. Lady 
Dunraven, in whoſe company he had twice 
dined ſince his return from the Continent, 


and whom he had twice met in public, in 


vain exerted every power to pleaſe and cap- 
tivate; he never remembered ſhe exiſted 


but in her preſence, and the pique originat- 
ing in offended ſelf-love, with which he 
had firſt beheld her after her marriage, had 


degenerated into the moſt cool indifference. 


He framed ſeveral excuſes to viſit his ward, 
| contrived 
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' contrived to drop in at thoſe hours he 
thought moſt likely to ſee Lady Ifabella, 
but was as conſtantly diſappointed ; he 
therefore began to think ſhe was purpoſely 
kept out of his way. As he never re- 
queſted a tete-d- tete with Albertine, Mrs. 
Shenſtone was always preſent during their 
interviews, and began to wonder at his fre- 
quent viſits, which ſhe was convinced did 
not originate in love for his ward, as the 
chief of his diſcourſe was addlreſſed to her, 
and he treated the young lady's marked ad- 
vances with more than reſerve, as he ſeemed 
to ſhrink from them with a ſentiment 
bordering on diſguſt. Beſides, he was 
frequently abſent, and often buried in 
thought; perhaps Albertine reminded him 
of her mother, and he ſought her ſociety by 
way of alleviating that regret which it on the 
contrary ſeemed to increaſe. This was the 
moſt reaſonable conjecture ſhe could form, 
and perfectly accounted for his behaviour to 
the young lady. | 


She 
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She imparted her thoughts to Mrs. Mac- 
pherſon in Lady Iſabella's preſence, and 
dwelt, unintentionally, { forcibly upon 


ſeveral trivial circumſtances that happened 
during his viſits, that her Ladyſhip began to 


hope a with to fee her brought him ſo often. 
An intuitive ſentiment of mutual regard 
frequently occurs in congenial minds; and 


ſhe determined, under ſome pretence or 


other, to enter the room during his next 
viſit, hoping to difcover ſhe was the magnet 


which drew him into Hertford Street, yet 


dreading to find herſelf miſtaken. 

Mrs. Macpherſon looked upon ber pupil 
as a child, and would as ſoon have truſted 
her in Mr. Douglas's company-as in that of 


any other gentleman. Till ſhe had made her 


appearance at St. James's, there would be no 
thought of marrying her, and ſhe was not to 
come out till ſhe was ſeventeen, of courſe led 
a very retired life both in town and country; 
and, till ſhe ſaw Douglas, did not underſtand 


the meaning of the word love, nor was ſhe now 
abſolutely 
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| abſolutely aware how deep an impreſſion he 


had made upon her heart. But her natural 


gaiety began to forſake her; at times ſhe 


was reſerved, penſive, and thoughtful, and 
a ſentiment ſhe was unable to define, made 
her envy thoſe young ladies whoſe friends 
or parents did not object to their going into 


public with Mrs. Shenſtone, while ſhe was 


doomed to ſpend her evenings at home, 
How much happier Albertine de Valcerné 


was! She enjoyed not only all the diverſions 


London afforded, but the ſociety of her 
guardian, and even to ſee him, what a plea- 
{ure | But to be able, like his fortunate 
ward, to claim his protection, to addreſs 
him as a friend, a brother, how enviable |! 


Albertine had certainly miſtaken the nature 


of his ſentiments—he was no lover; but ſuch 


an error was very excuſable ;—befides, ſhe 


was really to be pitied, as ſhe repeatedly told 


Lady Iſabella ſhe muſt be niiſerable, united 


to any other man 


1 0 
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To talk of a beloved object is peculiarly 


l pleaſing to a youthful mind : and as Douglas 

i was the conſtant theme of Albertine's diſ- 

4 courſe, ſhe became the favourite companion 

Jo of Lady Iſabella, who liſtened with infinite 

I patience to details which would have ſeemed 

= tedious to any other perſon. Sometimes 

5 Albertine tried to perſuade herſelf the Duke 

7H of Durham was averſe to his heir marrying. 7 
; a foreigner ; and Douglas's late want of a 
; ſpirits when in her company, was occaſioned * 
f by love for her, and a dread of his uncle's 


diſpleaſure, ſhould he A his ſen- 
timents. 


This was a point Lady Iſabella never 
choſe to reaſon upon, though her own good 
ſenſe convinced her ſuch a notion merely 
originated in her friend's vanity. ' However 
as from her alone could ſhe hear of Douglas, 
ſhe enjoyed the converſation of no one elle ; 
and as neither Mrs. Shenſtone nor Mrs. 
Macpherſon law any thing to diſapprove i in 


Albertine's conduct, manners, or expreſ- 
N ſions, 


* 
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ſions, ſetting aſide her regard for her young 
guardian, they rather encouraged an intimacy 


between them, as they attributed Lady 


Iſabella's want of ſpirits wholly to her retired 
life, which both thought, though in many 
reſpects very proper, was very ill adapted 
to her gay diſpoſition; and no one was more 
calculated to amuſe and enliven her than 
Albertine, whom even the pangs of hopeleſs 
love could not render diſpirited for more 
than an hour at a time. 


Meanwhile Douglas one moment formed 
the reſolution to baniſh the intereſting 
Scotch lafly from his mind, and the next de- 
termined to deviſe ſome method to reveal 
bis ſentiments. The difficulties attending 
this laſt reſolution were innumerable ; to ſee 
her alone was next to an impoſſibility; to 
_ write to her very improper, not to mention 
the impracticability of delivering his letter, 
were he ſure ſhe would not reſent ſuch a 
freedom. But for Albertine's folly he might 
have made her his confidante ; as it was, he 
was 
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ſuch a ſtep, and ſhe was one of the laſt 
ſecret. 18 1 


He paſſed his nights revolving different 
plans in his mind, but was unable to arrange 
any one to his ſatisfaction. His days were, 
as uſual, devoted to pleaſure, and the ſociety 
of his gay companions, a party of whom he 
had engaged to dine with at Sir Charles 
Creighton's, his only friend, aſhort timeafter 
their return from Paris. The various belles 
of faſhion became their ſubject over the bot- 
tle; moſt of them had ſeen Albertine in 
public, and Lord Beuifort ſwore ſhe was 

a d--d fine girl, and he thought the would 
do honour to a Ducal coronet. 


e That of Northington for example,” 
replied Douglas. f 

« Oh faith, ſhe would prefer that of Dur- 
ham, and I have no wiſh to rival any man 
without a greater hope of ſucceeding.” 
" £6 pon 


was perfectly aware of the conſequences of 


people he would have entruſted wan his 
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% Upon my honour I neither feel nor 
profeſs any ſentiment, fave eſteem, for my 
ward ; the ſort of connexion which ſubſiſts 
between us has certainly put us upon a very 
familiar footing, but believe me the word 
love never has, nor never will be, introduced 
into our converſation. She is entitled to 
my friendſhip, my protection, and my 1e- 
gard; and I ſhall be happy to ſee her united 
toany man likely to make her ſo, and capa- 
ble of doing juſtice to her merit.” 

„Faith, I wiſh ſhe would condeſcend to 
diſtinguiſh me,” ſaid Colonel Fraſer ; for 
J ſeldom have ſeen a woman more to my 
taſte.” 

Then puſh your fortune, Colonel, 
cried Lord Valmont, * and entreat that 
moſt indifferent of all mortals, her guar- 
dian, to introduce you. I am ſtrangely of 
opinion at his demiſe the Durham title will 


be extinct; he don't think it any honour to 


be diſtinguiſhed by one of the moſt beau 
tiful and faſhionable women in town, whom 
his cruelty forced into the arms of a man ſhe 
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muſt deſpiſe; for where will you ſee ſuch 


nor another inſignificant being as Lord Viſcount | [ 
Dugraven fr. ; 

« have repeatedly bluſhed for the un- 1 

gallant mortal myſelf, rejoined Lord Beut- ; 


fort; *I only wiſh ſhe would turn her 
thoughts upon me for example—a duel I 
ſhould not fear; ; and as for damages, who 
e vould mind being ruined to attain ſuch 
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pa. immortal honour ? Intrigues though, really f 

groy too common—they hardly add to a 3 
a man's celebrity; 1 even queſtion whether 1 
our profiles would get into a magazine. I 
oy muſt wait till her Ladyſhip 1s more the rage; | 

however, I will give you hes health in a 5 
1 bumper.“ J 
Fo “J will pledge you wich all my ſoul,” 3 
Fi cried Douglas, © and plead guilty, to ſave I 
of the Court trouble, of want of gallantry ; foi | 
m if I never attain celebrity but through my ' 
to amours, the printers of the ſcandalous ma. ; 
Sh gazines _—_ leave off trade for want of in. 4 
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« Why, they are going out of faſhion, 
ſaid Lord Beuifort. Plague on't, if I don't 
approve of your reaſoning, Douglas; all th 
women are mad after you, becauſe you ſet: 
proper value on yourſelf; I will do the fame, 
Once ranked among the loungers, I hal 
become the object of their admiration ; { 
what ſay you to adjourning to the, Opera! 
We ſhall be 1n time for the laſt dance, and! 
want to commence my attack upon Lad 
Dunraven, by convincing her I don” t cat 
three pins for her.“ ; 
« Let us drink one bumper to your ſuc: 
ceſs firſt,” ſaid Sir Charles, / 
“Oh, by all means, in half pint tum 
blers if you chuſe ! Who means to accom 
pany me to witneſs the effects of your kind 


wiſhes ?” _ - | RTF 


Several of them agreed to be of his party; 
Douglas, having no other engagement, was d 
the number, and by way of looking round 


them, they went firſt into the pit. Lad) 


Dunraven was in her box, and as far 4 
Jooks 


— 
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looks could expreſs her thoughts, invited 
Douglas to Join her ; but having perceived 


Mrs. Shenſtone and Albertine in the pit, a 
hope that he might accidentally hear Lady 


Iſabella Kinroſs mentioned, induced him to 


make towards them. The Marquis pro- 


teſted he would take advantage of his bea · 
viour to pay his court at his expence; how- 


ever, having paid his compliments to his 
ward and her chaprone, unwilling to let 
the former ſuppoſe a wiſh to ſee her had 


brought him to the Opera/ he followed the 
Marquis into the Viſcounteſs's box, and 


took his ſtation behind. Her looks were 
ſo ſtrongly indicative of her pleaſure, and ſhe 


converſed with him ſo wholly inattentive 


to what was going forward on the ſtage, that 
Albertine, who had followed him with her 


eyes, ſet her down for the hated object of 


his affection, and anxiouſly enquired of Mrs. 
Shenſtone who ſhe was ? 


Her looks and manner of ſpeaking induced 


that lady, having fatisfied her curioſity, to 


pay 
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pay moreattention than ſhe would otherwiſe 
have done to Douglas and her Ladyſhip, and, 
| like Albertine, to ſuſpect they were not indit- 
ferent to each other. But in a ſhort time he 
reſigned what to many appeared his enviable 
ſituation, and joined the reſt of his party 
behind the ſcenes till the concluſion of the 
dance, when he accompanied them into the 
coffee- room, where Lady Dunraven, highly 
offended by his defection, of which the 
Marquis's polite raillery had made her more 
ſenſible, paſſed him without affecting to 
notice him. His couſin touched his elbow 
as he followed her, ſaying, ina whiſper— 


Give me joy! you have done me infi- 


E 


nite ſervice! 


George ſmiled, and entered into conver- 
ſation with Mrs. Shenſtone, whom Alber- 
tine had contrived to draw near him, re- 
gardleſs of the inattention with which he 
treated her. She addreſſed him upon twenty 
frivolous ſubjects, till tired of her inceſſant 
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prating, he was walking from her juſt as 


Mrs, Shenſtone's carriage was announced. 
A wiſh to be particularly polite to that lady 
induced him to attend her to it; and they 


had juſt reached the outward lobby, when 


a young man very genteelly dreſſed, fell acci- 
dentally (as he ſaid owing to his boot s ſlip- 
ping) againſt Mrs. Shenſtone, and contrived 
by this clever manceuvre to ſnatch a very 
handſome watch from her fide, unperceived 
as he hoped; but his rudeneſs, as he 
deemed it, having drawn the eyes of Doug- 
las upon him, he ſaw him endeavouring to 
ſecure his prize, not being very expert at 
his trade. He inſtantly let go Mrs. Shen- 
ſtone's arm, ſeized the ſmart pickpocket 
by his powdered pate, and fairly flung him 
at his feet ; he dropped both the watch and 
his hat as he fell. 


inſtantly informed the ſurrounding crowd 
why he had been ſo roughly handled ; it was 
immediately reſtored to Douglas, who pre- 
ſented it to Mrs. Shenſtone, aſſuring her 
be was very happy he had been ſo fortunare | 
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The ſight of the former 
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as to prevent her loſing ſo valuable and fo 
er a trinket. ; 


That lady. bad been ſo en fright- 
ened, though ſhe had felt her watch going, 
ſhe had not been able to give the alarm; 
and trembled lo violently while ſhe attempted 


to thank her protector, that he inſiſted upon 


ſeeing her ſafe home. Therefore leaving 
the public depredator to the diſcipline of 
the multitude, (who, finding he would not 
be carried before a Juſtice, ſwore they would 
duck him), he ſupported Mrs. Shenſtone to her 
carriage, foliowed by Albertine, who, could 
ſhe have caught his attention, meant to 
have fainted. As it was, ſhe merely ſcream- 
ed when the ſaw the pickpocket fall, and 
excited the pity of the byeſtanders ſo much, 
a very genteel man offered her his arm, and 
put her into the carriage to her friend. — 
Douglas thanked the ſtranger, and ſtepped 
in after them, deſiring his ſervants to follow 
with his chariot. Courage had made him 


ſo 
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him offer to eſcort Mrs. Shenſtone home; but 
the momen they were upon the move; the 


idea that this event might procure him the 


pleaſure of ſeeing Lady Iſabella ſolely en- 
groſſed his mind. 


Mrs. Shenſtone, as may be ſuppoſed, felt 
highly flattered by his conduct; and as ſoon 
as ſhe was ſufficiently recovered, and Alber- 


tine ceaſed expatiating upon her dreadful 


alarm, ſhe was laviſh. 1n.expreſſions of gra- 
titude. Douglas laughed at the ſtreſs 
ſhe laid upon what ſhe termed his gallant 
behaviour, and proteſted he concetved what 
he had done, was merely his duty towards 
the public; while Albertine affected to 
believe he had propoſed ſeeing them home, 


becauſe he thought it a ſort of duty incum- 
bent upon him as her guardian. To convince 


her of her miſtake, he preſented his arm to 
Mrs. Shenſtone the moment he alighted, and 
conducted her into the houſe, leaving Al- 
bertine to follow at her leiſure. But for the 


faint hope he entertained of ſeeing: Lady 
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| lfabella, he would have. taken his leave at 
the door; as it was, he aſcended the ſtairs in 
total ſilence. The ſervant who had preceded 
them, opened the door of the back drawing - 
room, where ſat her Ladyſhip and Mrs. 
Macpherſon ; the former was reading aloud, 
but ſtopped the moment the door opened, 


and ſtarting up, was near expreſſing her ſur- 


priſe at the unexpected fight of Douglas, 


whoſe ſparkling eyes and animated counte- 
| nance were flattering proofs of the truth of 


her ſuſpicions reſpecting his viſits. She 


lowered her eyes under his piercing gaze, 


curtſied in return to his elegant bow, and 
hoped Mrs. Shenſtone had been amuſed. 


« [ had like to have paid very dear for 


my pleaſure, my Lady ; but, thanks to Mr. 


Douglas, I eſcaped with only a fright, and 
he was ſo obliging as to inſiſt upon ona us 
home. Pray be ſeated, Sir.“ 


Such an exordium 3 25 the 
curioſity of her auditors ; every thing that 
concerned 
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at concerned Douglas muſt be intereſting to + 
in Lady Iſabella, who anxiouſſy requeſted an 
d explanation, which he gave with infinite 
3 drollery, and deſcribed the culprit's diſmay 
s ſo ludicrouſly, that her Ladyſhip laughed 
1, very heartily, though ſhe acknowledged, 
1, like Mrs. Shenſtone, ſhe ſhould have been 
- MW very much frightened at the moment. 
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S Mrs. Macpherſon congratulated her 
xf friend upon having ſuch a protector ſo near. 
Douglas declared they would almoſt perſuade 
u. he had done ſomething heroic. 


c Oh. this is not your coup Deſai - in 
knight- -errantry, Sir!“ ſaid Lady Iſabella; 
r « T have not forgot your kindneſs to my 
poor grandmama and me!“ | 
* Your Ladyſhip, like Mrs. Shenfique, 7 
ſeems ſo bent upon increaſing my vanity, I 
will make my eſcape before J fancy myſelf 
one of the heroes of 9 riſing to 
5 depart. | 32 
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Mrs. Shenſtone, having addreſſed a few 
words to Mrs. Macpherſon in a low voice, 
entreated in the moſt earneſt manner he 
would favour them with his company to 
ſupper. 


If I were not fearful I ſhould derange 
you, Ma'am, by taking ſuch an advantage 
of your gratitude, I ſhould be very much 
tempted to accept your offer? 

« Oh, we poſitively can't part with you, 
Guardian!“ cried Albertine ; * you are not 
engaged to ſup with Lady Dunraven, 1 
hope.” „„ 5 
KRaillery is like wit, Albertine, a very 
awkward weapon in unſkilful hands,” replied 
Douglas, with a look far more expreſſive 
than his words. . 

Mrs. Shenſtone preſſed her invitation, and 
he agreed to oblige her, as Lady Iſabella's 
expreſſive eyes taught him to believe ſhe 
Vould not think him an unwelcome gueſt. 


Her 
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Her point gained, Mrs. Shenſtone retired 


to give ſome orders, and Albert ine followed 


her out to fetch a trinket ſhe wiſhed to 


ſhew her guardian, wholly unabaſhed by 
his recent reproof. Fora few ſeconds ſilence 


prevailed among the remaining three ; Mrs. 
Macpherſon continued her uſual occupation 
of-netting, Lady Iſabella hardly dared raiſe 


her eyes, and Douglas wiſhed, but did not 
venture, to turn the converiation upon the 


ſubject neareſt his heart; though, unaccul-- 
tomed to diſſemble his feelings, he found it 
a very hard taſk, At laſt, taking up the 


book her Ladyſhip had laid down _— * 


entrance, he ſaid— 


1 May I preſume, my Lady, to inſpect 


your ſtudies ?“ 


« You have my free penis Sir; it 
is a volume of the nn Racine 8 


plays.“ 


JOU are perfect miſtreſs * the Fri 
language, no doubt, by your choice of ſuch 


an author, Ma' am ?” 
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ng Oh hands ſufficiently ſo to underſtand 
all the beauties of that elegant poet, though 
1 hope I ſhall improve under the tuition of 
your ward, Mrs. Shenſtone ſpeaks it with 
infinite fluency; but when I am at home, ] 
am quite out of practice. 

* Why it was not ſo much the faſhioa 
when your grandmama and I were young, 
Lady Ifabella,” ſaid Mrs. Macpherſon, 
s though for your ſake I have often wiſhed | 
underſtood it.“ | 

A very fortunate diſcovery, thought 
Douglas, as he turned over the book with 
apparent indifference, and enquired, Which 
of theſe plays do you prefer, Lady Iſabella?” 

„ Athalie, Sir; I ſhould have enjoyed 
ſeeing that tragedy repreſented at St, Cyr !” 

« Yet Phedra is reekored not only the 
chef d' uvre of Racine, but ons French 
poetry in general.” 

« Do read me a Roby Mr, Douglas.“ 


ebe 3 nw to the famous 


deckrtion of Hippolytus; (reckoned the 
1 molt 


Us 


he 
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4 


moſt elegant tale of love ever told by any 
author in any language). He dared not 
truſt himſelf to read it, but turning down 
the leaf, ſaid 1 in F rench— 1 7 


« How truly do the ſentiments of Hip- 
polytus accord with my own ; he ſpeaks the 
exact language of my heart? 

He then reverted to Athalie, and began 
to read aloud. Mrs. Macpherſon had not 
been attending to him, and Lady Iſabella, 
hardly daring to raiſe her eyes, liſtened: in 
flence. Neither his actions nor his ſpeech 
needed any illuſtration ; perfectly acquainted 


with the ſpeech he alluded to, ſhe could 


have replied with Aricia, * Paccepte tous les 


dons que vous voulez me faire.” The en- 


trance of Mrs. Shenſtone, and return of 
Albertine, relieved her in ſome meaſure / 


from her confuſion. Douglas ſtopped, but 


they. requeſted him to proceed, and declared 
Racine acquired. freſh beauties from his 


energetic reading. Supper interrupted his 
& 5 lecture, 
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lecture, and he returned the book with a 
reference to the marked page, underſtood 
merely by himſelf and Lady Iſabella ; and 
much too delicate to offend the perſon to 
whom it was addreſſed, or to be noticed by 
the reſt of the company, he took his leave 
immediately after ſupper, believing he had 
made himſelf underſtood, and hoping his 
tender acknowledgment had at leaſt been 
received with indulgence. Lady Iſabella 
was too much agitated, and too happy to 
ſleep. She read and re-read Hippolytus's 


declaration before ſhe went to bed; they 


were become the ſentiments of Douglas, 
but what ſtrength would his animated coun- 
tenance have given to the expreſſions of the 
author! yet, fituated as they were, he could 
not have ſpoken Plainer. 
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CHAP, XI. 


—_ 


/ 


Tux Mackenzie family, except when 
John dined or ſupped at home, had half 
lived upon the expectations of what they 
were to indulge upon at Lord Everly's ; and 
if they ventured to murmur at their unuſual 
ſhort commons, her Ladyſhip tartly re- 
minded them of the expence which would 
attend their viſit, as it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to make ſome conſiderable addi- 
tions to their different wardrobes, and a 
glaſs-coach was the only conveyance which 
could be made uſe of upon ſuch an occaſion. 1 
John, upon being aſked, as if it were a mat? 1 
ter of courſe, whether he would not accom- | j 
. 1 6 pany 1 
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_ pany them, mortified them exceſſively by 
telling them he ſhould go with a friend.— 
However, not to make dinner wait, her 
Ladyſhip gave orders for the carriage to be 
at the door at a very early hour, as it was i 
long drive, ſhe obſerved ; Everly Lodge 


being three miles out of town, to the right 


of the Edgeware"Road, 


Owing to her great haſte, they were the 
firſt gueſts who made their appearance, and 
were received by Colonel Fraſer, who had 
not even begun his toilet, and was by no 
means ſorry when he was relieved by Lord 
Everly, as the little he had ſeen of the new 

made Knight and his family had by no 

means prepoſſeſſed him in their favour. As 
for Miſs Margaret, he thought her father 
never need be at a loſs for a model to por- 
tray the malignant fiend Envy, as ſhe 5 
generally repreſented in allegorical pictures, 
while he contemplated the features, or more 

, properly ſpeaking, the expreſſion of tis 
_ daughter's countenance, Lord Everly, who 
| - | Was 
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was an amiable, unaffected man of faſhion, 
and derived more reſpectability from his good 
qualities than from his rank, paid his com- 
pliments with the moſt affable good humour 
to Sir Archibald and her Ladyſhip, congra- 
tulated them upon their ſon's promotion, 
mentioning him in the moſt flattering 
terms; then propoſed, as the day was te- 
markably fine, a ftroll in the pleaſure 


grounds, which were very extenſive, and 


laid out with fingular taſte, 


Her Ladyſhip declared herſelf; infinitely 


honoured by his polite propoſal, and gave 


her family a look to ſay ſomething to the 
ſame effect. His Lordſhip led them into the 


moſt pleaſant paths, and pointed out his 
moſt recent improvements. Her Ladyſhip 
never found herſelf in better ſpirits ; the 


country air always revived her ; ſhe was ſure 
ſhe ſhould enjoy her health better out of the 
ſmoke of London, but ſhe could not afford 
to keep two houſes, and Sir Archibald's 
buſineſs confined him in town. 1 
3 | Lord 
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Lord Everly felt, without noticing, the 


hint, continuing to point out various plants 
and trees he preſumed them unacquainted 
with ; her Ladyſhip found freſh beauties to 
admire every moment, Sir Archibald was 
her echo; and as his garden was the Viſ- 


count's hobby horſe, he began to think ſhe 


poſſeſſed ſome ſenſe, and more judgment. 
She was (perceiving ſhe had laid ſiege to his 


Lordſhip's weak ſide) going on in a very 


fine ſtrain of panegyric, when they were 


joined by Miſs Fraſer, and in a ſhort time 


by the Marquis of Beuifort and Lord 


Valmont. The Marquis, from his brother 
having travelled with John, knew the 
Mackenzies by fight, and favoured them 
with a diſtant bow. The Earl, though not 
from ſimilar motives, did the {ame ; but no 
farther introduction took place, to her Lady- 
ſhip's infinite mortification, though ſhe 
rather imputed her diſappointment to, the 
almoſt inſtantaneous appearance of more 
company, among whom was her eldeſt {c 


when Lord Everly propoſed adjourning into | 
5 8 „ the 
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the drawing- room, where the party divided 
into ſmall groups, as moſt ſuited their incli- 
nation. 


The Mackenzies, unintroduced or un- 
acquainted with every one preſent, the Everly 
family excepted, formed a ſort of diſtinct 

partie quarr#e, as John had joined the Mar- 

quis of Beuifortand Lord Valmont, who ſtood 
leaning at the oppoſite corners of a large bow 
window that commanded a view of the road. 
While the Earl was diſcourſing with Mac- 
kenzie, the Marquis exclaumed— 

Do you expect the Dunravens, my 
n I think this is their carriage advanc- 
me: 

WD have promiſed to favour we with 
their company, Marquis, ” was the reply. 

Why, you had it in your power to make 
uſe of irreſiſtible arguments, my Lord ; my 
couſin of Douglas is to be here.” 

« Do you ſuppoſe I mentioned that cir- 
cumſtance to Lord Dunraven? 
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« J don't ſuppoſe it would have the 
ſame weight with him that it would with 
his wife.“ | 


I think your Lordſhip ought to bear 
the motto of the garter in your mind,” faid 
Miſs Fraſer; © it would ſurely be particu- 


larly applicable 1n the preſent inſtance.” 


„ Oh what I ſaid was en tout. bien et toute 


' tonneur ! Her Ladyſhip is by no means ſin- 
gular; Douglas is the rage, and I. am ho- 
neſt enough to acknowledge, were I a wo- 
man, the exact ſort of a a man to turn my 


head.“ 


ou muſt excuſe the 8 Miſs 

Fraſer, ſaid Lord Valmont ; © he is rather 
ſplenetic at times, troubled with the green- 
eyed monſter, which, conſidering we are all 
ſo eclipſed by this much-admired hero, is 
certainly rather excuſable; though to 
confeſs our chagrin is horribly humiliating,” 
Not more ſo than to find oneſelf wholly 
_ unnoticed when he is preſent,” rejoined the 
Marquis; '« do think, if I did not know 


km to > be a moſt capital ſwordſman, and a 


very 
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very excellent markſman, I ſhould call him 
out, only were he (as he moſl probably 
would) to come off conqueror, he would 
be ten times more ſought after than ever. 
But here comes Lord, or more properly 


ſpeaking, Lady Dunraven's carriage; for her 


huſband is a mere eipher in her ſuite, whoſe 


company every one could diſpenſe with, and 
whom J ue ſhe will ſoon exclude from her 
parties.” 


To oblige Mr. Douglas do you mean?” 
aſked Lord Everly. 

'« Oh, believe me, 7 had much rather 
ſhe would take ſuch a ſtep upon my account; 
if I could but exile him (no matter where) 


for a month, I truſt I could plead my CRE 
with effect.” 


Her Ladyſhip's appearance gave a turn to 
the converſation ;- ſhe came prepared to an- 
nihilate Douglas by her ſcorn, therefore re- 

ceived the Marquis's compliments with 
_ unuſual condeſcenſion, and appeared in ex- 
cellent ſpirits till ſhe diſcovered the man 
SD - . ſhe 
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ſhe was fo bent upon puniſhing, was not in 
the room. To aſk after him would imply 


what ſhe was particularly anxious to conceal ; 


therefore, under pretence of admiring the 
proſpect the bow wiudow afforded, ſhe 
moved towards it, followed by the Marquis, 


of whom ſhe enquired, in a low voice 


Who are thoſe queer mortals in that 
corner, and where did they ſpring from?“ 
They are the father, mother, brother, 


and ſiſter of Mackenzie, who travelled with 


my wiſe brother John, and are protegees of 
the Viſcount's ; their appearance is certainly 
rather againſt them, but I have heard my 
father ſay the old woman is very clever. 
But here comes Douglas; I began to ſuſpect 


he had forgot his engagement.” 


Her Ladyſhip's eyes ſparkled, an invo- 
luntary ſmile proclaimed the feelings of her 


heart, and ſhe drew nearer the window, in 
hopes of catching the firſt glance from this 


ſtrange being the in vain endeavoured, to 
familiarize. 
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familiarize, Lady -Mackenzie gave her 
party a look, as much as to ſay, be prepared; 
while her heart fluttered, as the introduc- 

tion, from which ſhe hoped to derive ſuch 
ſolid advantages, drew near. In a very 
few ſeconds Douglas was announced, and 
appeared. The ladies greeted his arrival 
with ſmiles, the gentlemen by proffered 
hands, and kind reproaches for his having 
made it ſo late. His attention was therefore 
too much engroſſed at firſt to permit him 
to notice the Mackenzies, who had retreated 
offas he advanced ; he experienced, therefore, 
a ſort of momentary ſurpriſe. However, 
determined to regulate his behaviour toward 
them according to circumſtances, but, at all 
events, not to ſeem to know them, he en- 
| tered into converſation with Lord Everly 
reſpecting the Duke of Durham, ſecretly 
enjoying the diſmay (he alone could account 
for) which was now viſible upon the coun- 
tenances of the family group. 


The firſt glance of his face had robbed - 


them 


. OS 
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them of all their colour ; her Ladyſhip, 
never more unwilling to belieye the evidence 


of her eyes, approached a few paces during 


the general compliments, to take a nearer 


ſurvey of the object of her terror. Forgetful 
where ſhe was, ſhe almoſt ſtarted back, ex- 


* 


comm th ina half whiſper, "WY, Peg! 


2 Breathleſs and unable to proceed, ſhe 
pauſed, and ſhrivelling up her eyes, not 


chuſing to uſe her ſpectacles, ſhe again fixed 
them upon the handſome countenance ſo 
familiar to her recollection, and ſo unplea- 
ſant to her view. Margaret, as unpleaſantly 
aſtoniſhed, was gazing too intently on 


Douglas even to notice her mother's excla- 
mation, who, upon looking at Sir Archibald, 
trembled to perceive him ſhaking like an 
aſpin leaf, and the big drops of perſpiration 


ſtanding on his forehead.” Unable to ſtand 


any longer without ſupport, and deyoutly ; 
wiſhing ſhe was once more in Leiceſter 


F ields, ſhe ſeized hold of her Gnughter, 3 
arm, — 3 out- 


* Why, 
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She graſped ſo hook, Margaret replied i in 1 
a ſort of ſmothered ſcream [ 

3 <i-- p yl 

7 Sure in God it can t be' 7 continued 1 
her Ladyſhip. 


« What, Ma'am !”? enquired Margaret, in 
the ſame low voice, endeavouring to caſe her 
arm from the preſſure of her mother's fin- 
gers, who hardly daring to utter the lurmuſ | 
muttered out— | 

te It can't be George Harcourt ! Nas tis | 
impoſſible !'”” gaining more courage upon 

the ſtrength of her own aſſertion. : 

« I thought there was a ſort of likeneſs,” 
rejoined Margaret. 

« Sort of likeneſs !” retorted * Lady- 
ſhip, in a voice inarticulate through fear, 
as ſhe now had Douglas full in view, it 
muſt be him !”* caſting a ghaſtly look at the 
Knight, whoſe teeth began to chatter ſo 
much, that he was unable to utter a diſtinct 
ſentence, 


Arch: 


* 
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Archy had retreated into the background 
upon perceiving John, whoſe colour had 
heightened in proportion as their's had faded, 
endeavouring by his looks to convince them 
of the abſurdity of their behaviour. Their 
conſternation was ſo viſible, and to the 
company ſo extraordinary, they became the 
objects of every one's regard; but were infi- 
nitely too much terrified to ſee or hear any 


body except Douglas, who, feeling for , 


John, advanced towards him, as if unmind- 
ful of his family, and addreſſed him with his 
| accuſtomed friendſhip. The ſound of his 
voice brought the heads of the Mackenzies 
into conjunction, while John half reſolved 


not to introduce them to his patron after 


all, and felt, as Douglas hoped he would, 
infinitely flattered by his kind addreſs. 


> 


Could he any way haye accounted for the 


ſpectre- like looks and ſtrange behaviour of 


his father and mother, he would have been 
comparatively at his eaſe ; but to ſee them 


_- ſhaking, Ns and | whiſpering to the 


evident 


company, who, unacquainted with him, were 
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evident aſtoniſhment of that part of the 
regardleſs of wounding his feelings, almoſt 


Mackenzie, taught by his looks to dread 
the remarks ſhe continued to excite, turned 
her back upon the company ; and her family 
baving followed her example, equally con- 
ſcious of the confuſion they vainly ſtrove to 


overcome, ſhe ſaid, in a whiſper — 


cc What fules we aw are! Ye ken tis nae 


poſſible | This young mon is nephew to the 
'Duke of Durham, and the ſon of a Mr. 


Elton; we muſt aw be beſide ourſels, though 
I own I never faw ſitch a likeneſs ; at firſt T 
could awmoſt have {wore it was Harcourt.” 


« am ſure fo could: I, Ma'am,“ replied 


Margaret; but you know it is nothing 


uncommon for one perſon to be taken for 
another.“ | 


The Knight liſtened in ſilence, but could 


3 


not, like them, ſubſcribe to the impoſſibility 
| of 


reduced him to a fimilar fituation. Lady 
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: of its being the much-feared | Harcourt, 
therefore ſhook his head in token of the 


doubts he ſtill entertained ; and Archy ven- 
tured to affirm that Mr. Douglas was Har- 
court, if ever he had ſeen the latter. 


« Haud your fulich tongue, boy!” cried 
my Lady. 


- that moment, unprepared as they 
were, John having received a hint from 
Lord Everly, ſaid, ſufficiently loud to in- 


duce them to turn round 


cc May I nth. Mr. Douglas, you. 


would allow me to have the honour of intro- 
ducing to you my father and mother, who 
have long known, and moſt ſenſibly felt the 
numerous obligations you have conferred 
upon their ſon.” 


Sorely againſt their will did the Knight 


and my Lady turn towards the ſpeaker, 
like young recruits learning their exerciſe, 


4 . who | 
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who generally preſent a ſort of profile when 
they mean to look forwards. 


« Sir Archibald,” ſaid John, in an im- 
preſſive tone, Mr, Douglas, whole name 
you have ſuch reaſon to revere ! 1 


The Knight, to avoid raiſing his eyes, 
ſtood upon the bend the whole time his ſon 


was ſpeaking, but lowered his head rather 


more as he concluded. Obliged, however, to 
reſume his upright poſture, he unavoidably 
caught a glance of Douglas's countenance, 
which reminded him ſo ſtrongly of not only 
his ill- treated ward, but that ward's father 


and mother, he found it impoſſible to utter 


a word, His hps moved, but merely pro- 
duced a ſort of inarticulate ſound ; the cold 
dew once more ſtood upon his forehead, 
though he had made uſe of his pocket hand- 
kerchief but the moment before he faced 
about. He caſt a lamentable look at his 
better half, wiſhing her to ſpeak for him, 
knowing ſhe was much more expert at paying 
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compliments than himſelf, admitting the tre- 

mor he laboured under had not deprived him 
of the power of utterance. But Lady Mac- 
kenzie, notwithſtanding all the fine ſpeeches 
ſhe had compoſed upon this important 
occaſion, had nothing a Propos to their pre- 
ſent ſituation. 


John with difficulty kept his temper; 
diſtreſſed beyond meaſure as he was at his 
father's behaviour, and finding it in vain to 
wait till he recovered his ſpeech, he turned 
to his mother, to whom he repeated nearly 
what he had ſaid to the Knight. But though 
ſhe had, or rather endeavoured to perſuade 
herſelf and family they were all miſtaken, 
and that the elegant, faſhionable Douglas 
who ſtood before her could not be the vaga- 
bond: Harcourt, her faith and courage 
totally forſook her at the moment ſhe ſtood 
moſt in need, at leaſt, of the latter, She 
gave a hem, ftammered out ſomething no 
one beſides herſelf could comprehend, and 


tried, 1 5 the profundity of her curtſey, to 
atone 
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atone for her deficiency of language. Had 
John given way to his feelings, he would 1n- 
dubitably have requeſted ſome ſort of ex- 


planation of their fearful pallid looks, vain 
attempts to articulate, and increaſed terror, 


rendered indeed almoſt neceſſary to the 
company in general, who were filent ſpec- 
tators of this ſtrange introduction. 


Douglas felt himſelf ſo amply revenged for 
all their former treatment, that had he not 
been withheld by prudential motives, he 
would have taken them by the hand, laughed 


over his recent viſit, and acknowledged him- 


ſelf the child left under their care. As it 
was, he affected neither to obſerve their 
fright nor confuſion, and though he ſeveral 
times felt an inclination to laugh at the 
various ridiculous ideas which came acroſs 
his mind, he even ſuppreſſed his ſmiles, 
and retreated among the company, after a 
polite bow, on finding Mackenzie was not 
at all inclined to extend the ceremony of 
introduction to Archy and Margaret. 


„ Lady 
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Lady Dunraven's eyes had followed 
Douglas, whom ſhe was aſtoniſhed to ſee 
introduced to the queer mortals who had 
attracted her notice upon her firſt entrance. 
She ſeized the moment of his return among 
| the company to make him a ſign to ap- 
proach, and when near enough, ſaid in a 
low voice _ 


« What have you done to thoſe Caledo- 
nians, Douglas? they ſeem even now at 
their laſt gaſp. But a few minutes ſince 
I thought all our ſmelling bottles would be 
required to prevent them from giving up 
the ghoit !”? 
Upon my word JI am unable to ſatisfy 
your Ladyſhip.” 

« How ridiculous you are | You muſt 


know what ails them; how can you delight 


in perplexing me ?” 


« But why attribute their frightened 


looks to me, Lady Dunraven? 
«© Becaule your approach robbed them of 
their colour, deprived them of their ſpeech, 
and 
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and gave them that ague they are till ſhak- 
ing with!“ | 

« Then all theſe terrible 5 muſt 
be owing to their being introduced to ſuch 
a conſequential perſonage as my ſweet ſelf ! 
My name certainly petrified them with- awe 


and reverence ; ſounds have different effects 


upon different perſons, your "FER 
m uſt know,” | 

Oh they can't be ſuch fools ! you are 
only laughing at me.” 


The Marquis, who had hitherto remained 
a filent auditor of their converſation, now 


ſaid — I, 


He has caſt a ſpell upon them, Lady 
Dunraven; I have heard many people ſay 
there is an irreſiſtible faſcination about him, 
and their remarks are fully exemplified in the 
_ preſent inſtance.” 

* Do you mean to 1nfi nuate Mr. Douglas 
8 N the powers of a baſiliſæ, Marquis ?” 


K 3 Douglas 


ft 7 Fes a 8 
n nn rs I ; = + 2 2 * 


z 4 ki ” 5 bo rr tne x * 
PI ME Ny. GEESE n = Bit 2 ff 25 
. 


ä 


hos 
Pn OT — 


nine 


„ hon SC EAI 
— + ay * kl 


Ca 
C 


I 98 HARCOURT- 


Douglas ſmiled, and leaving her Lady- 
ſhip and the Marquis to debate the point, 
ſauntered towards Lord Valmont, who ſtill 
remained near the window. As they were 
in the hearing of the Mackenzies, they diſ- 
courſed upon indifferent ſubjects; while 
John, who never before had felt ſo great 
a propenſity to quarrel with his family, 
ſeized what he conceived to be a favourable 
opportunity to vent his ſpleen, by de 
in a lou, but furious tone 


3 | What the devil is the matter with 
you to-day ? Are you mad, or bereft of your 


ſenſes?“ 


They endeavoured, by their woeful coun- 
tenances, to implore his pity and forgiveneſs 
before they attempted to ſpeak ; when, to 
their infinite joy, the appearance of the 


butler to. announce dinner, gave them * 


leaſt a mort reprieve. 


— 


Little 
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Little of moment occurred during the 
repaſt; but the Mackenzies, notwithſtanding 
they had lived for ſeveral days upon the 
bare expectations of this treat, found it im- 
poſſible (owing to their recent fright, and 
ſtill having the object of their terror in view) 


to do honour to a moſt elegant dinner, 


which was not one of their leaſt mortifi - 
cations. The Knight and Archy tried to 


raiſe their ſpirits by repeated bumpers of 


wine every opportunity that offered ; but 
theſe exhilarating and unuſual draughts 
failed of the deſired effect, as even the ghoſt 


of his deceaſed friend would ſcarcely have 


diſturbed the Knight more than the preſence 
of this living image (adrmitting it was no 
more) of his ſon. 


When the ladies left the gentlemen to 
drink their healths if they choſe it, Lady 
Mackenzie had an opportunity of once more 
exprefſing her {urpriie to her beloved Mar- 


garet, as Lady Dunraven never once ad- 


dreſſed either mother or daughter, and took 
K 4 | care 
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care to keep Miſs Fraſer in diſcourſe, to 


prevent her from noticing them. Margaret of th 
Perfectly coincided with her mother reſpect- join 
ing the reſemblance; but as for its being ets 
Harcourt, that was impoſſible ! Indeed ſhe 115 
thought, upon a ſcrutiny, Mr. Douglas was 2 
much handſomer than the fellow he re- 2 
minded them of. Her Ladyſhip was of the 5 
ſame opinion, and as to their being one and a 
the ſame perſon, ſhe only wondered how 9 
ſuch an idea could have occurred to her in Ws 
particular; and, in fact, admitting for a with 
moment ſo great an improbability, what = 
had they to fear from Harcourt ? but 
ES Ta rig 3 15 witl 
What indeed!“ rejoined Margaret; ted 
* befides, Mr. Douglas is much fairer, and vy 
has not near ſo much colour.“ ther 
1 who 
While they were thus reaſoning upon and 
probabilities and poſſibilities, Douglas was ED 
longing to make the Knight and Archy | 21 
tipſey; but knowing Lord Everly to be : 
remarkably ſober, in common with the reſt 1 


of may! 
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of the company, he made an early motion to 
join the ladies. During tea, as it began to 
grow dark, Lady Dunraven afked Lord 
Everly if there were not frequent robberies 
between his houſe and London? 


He had not heard of any lately,” he 


replied ; „but if her Ladyſhip entertained 
any apprehenſions, he ſhould be very happy 
to accommodate her and Lord Dunraven 


with a bed?“ . 


« Your Lordſhip is particularly obliging 3 ; 


but I have an engageinent I can't diſpenſe 
with myſelf from fulfilling, which forces me 
to decline your conſiderate offer, which has 
by no means removed my fears; I mean 
therefore to entreat ſome of theſe gentlemen 
who came alone, to return with my Lord 


andme. You, Mr. Douglas, for inſtance ; 


your open carriage will not be very agrecable 
in the dark,” 


« Your Ladyſhip does me infinite ho- 


nour, replied Douglas, and I ſhould feel 
my lelf very happy in being appointed to act 
„ under 
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under Lord Dunraven as your guard; but I 
do not mean to return to town this even- 


L 


Lady Dunraven's diſappointmetit was not 
quite ſo apparent as the Mackenzies” terror, 
as ſhe took peculiar pains to conceal it.— 
Could ſhe with any propriety, after what ſhe 
had ſaid, have accepted Lord Everly's offer, 


| ſhe would not have heſitated a moment; 


but that Nobleman did not repeat it, appre- 
hending Douglas, who had merely condi- 
tionally promiſed to ſleep at the Lodge 
when he invited him, rather wiſhed to 
avoid her ſociety ; and ſenſible of the propri- 
ety. of the motive, he was very little inclined 
to afford her an opportunity to coquet 
with him. The Marquis, who interua'ly 
enjoyed her mortificatior, now requeſted ſhe 


| would accept him in Douglas's place as her 


A tax upon his gallantry,” was the reply, 


is aller: he expected no farther favour. 


She did not feel inclined to lay ſo heavy 


and 


| Iabella Kinroſs been ever uppermoſt in his 


but the Scotch laſſy effectually ſteeled his 


lately done at Durham Houſe, So public 
an invitation raiſed Mackenzie's ſpirits, 


% 
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and the Marquis was too well au fait of the 
preſent faſhion to preſs his offer. 


Ee 0 * — — — DORN, ons 


— 


Dougies had turned from the Lady to- 
wards John Mackenzie. Had not Lady 
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mind, it is poſſible he might have been more 
inclined to humour this capricious beauty; 
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breaſt againſt her faſcinating blandithments. 
John, who dreaded the behaviour of his 
family ſhould have lowered him in his 
patron's eſteem, was truly rejoiced to find 
himſelf addreſſed as ulual, and requeſted to 
make himſelf viſible oftener than he had 


which had been to the full as much depreſſed 
as his father's, though from very dufferent 
motives ;—he promiſed to avail himſelf of 
his condeſcenſion, and even felt happy in 
the humiliating reflection, that his family, 4 
notwithflanding their recent honours, were = 

'K 6 of it 
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of too little conſequence to excite even the 
anger of ſuch a man. 


Lord and Lady Dunraven were 'the firſt 
to take their leave, as her Ladyſhip's fears 
' vaniſhed from the moment they ceaſed to 
intereſt Douglas in her favour, who, anxious 
to prevent the. Marquis from having an op- 
portunity to give way to his penchant for 
raillery, retired into an adjoining apartment 
with Lord Valmont, under pretence of 
having ſomething to communicate to that 
Nobleman, to whom he honeſtly confeſſed 
his motives for making ſuch a requeſt. 
During their abſence, the Marquis aſked 
Miſs Fraſer if ſhe did not think his couſin 
a moſt inſenſible mortal? Aman who might, 


if he choſe, be bien avec toutes les femmes, 


mal avec les maris ! To let ſo favourable 
an opportunity eſcape him ought to be 
deemed unpardonable.“ 

VJou are rather unintelligible, Marquis,” 
was the reply, © though I poſitively think 


both our ſex and your's take uncommon 
pains 
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pains to render one of the moſt amiable men 


in the world inſupportable.“ 


« One of the moſt amiable men in the world ! 
Now is not that complimenting the object 
of my en vy at the expence of all your male 
acquaintance, Mits Frafer ?” 

« ] believe I ſpeak the general opinion of 
the world, Marquis; J neither think your 
couſin divine, irreſiſtible, or free from foi- 
bles, as {ome laclies are inclined to do. TI 
think him remarkably handſome, very well 
educated, and infinitely pleaſing both in 
his converſation and manners; and I have 
no doubt but he ts a very valuable friend, 
though I think he often degenerates into a 
frivolous man of faſhion.” 

« Tam happy to find you don't think 
him one of thoſe * faultleſs monſters. the 
world ne'er ſaw,” rejoined the Marquis ; 
«© what is your opinion, Lord Everly? 

* That it is a thouſand pities ſuch judg- 
ment, ſuperior underſtanding, and une- 
qualled talents ſhould be thrown away upon 
a man of his faſhion, future rank, and ex- 
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pectations - circumſtances alone ſufficient 
to make him reſpected. The world, ever 
indulgent, would have given him credit 


for all thoſe qualities that would haye ren- 


dered the ſucceflor of Mark Elton a very 
ſuperior character, an honour to his coun- 
try, and perhaps the world! What the 
Duke of Durham will be, I can't pretend to 
prognoſticate. Mr. Douglas is elegant in 
his perſon, expenſive in his ideas, and gene- 
Tous to a degree, bordering on prodigality ; 
an adept in the faſhionable ſcenes of drink- 
ing and gaming, and means, I am told, to 
become a candidate for public fame in the 
glorious annals of the turf! Of what uſe 
therefore is good, or even common ſenſe, 
and a remarkably well-cultivated mind to 
ſuch a man? Or ſhall we fay, when con- 
ſidering the lights and ſhades of his varied 

character, Alas ! poor human nature!“ 
« What a philippic upon modern man- 
ners, my Lord!“ cried the Marquis; how- 
ever, for o e, Douglas I am ture would, 
notwithſtanding your critique, ſubſcribe to 
: e 
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- the juſtgeſs of your remarks as readily as I 


do, and here he comes to anſwer for him- 
5 * | 


ſelf; therefore, in hopes of being the better 
for your leſſon, I will take my leave while it 
is freſh in my memory. 


Bowing around, he made his exit, and 
the reſt of the company followed his ex- 


ample, Lord Valmont, Douglas, and an- 


other friend of the Colonel's excepted. | 


1 = — rr — ewe ds 2 4 
8 * - — 2 een 1 2 — — — 8 \ 
8 2 8 * mY "x 2 — 7 * r * — 2 <p 0 <p x He PR 2 
en e 1 6 - hh + .-. np * 5 ; 
OY 7 rr 3 6 Fd 0 os tb 8 3 EA * - 5% 5 . OG 5 00 e "IS Pe rr 
. PR” * » v n F rler kg © 4 8 * : 8 I = 2 | 
” " 5 $3 22 2 FO 2 F l- 25 e 8 * er — a; —— 1 * vt. 
. rad Py > g 1 h n 8 8 y r 5 e N > w * ” OOTY. 4 * "= 
* * _ —— in Fe _ . * N 3 oy ae ret * : * * m LO 4 * E 
e n y_ Ana _— 5 c F e 1 5 
4: 2 r Ne 3 GC owl uae 5 n 1 n r "a ay f 3 8 . 0 "Ts 4 - 
* 2 2 Wo wk . ; / , ' - | 
. 8 %; & Wa * N - *. : 7 2 Pap 2 
_ * $5391 n S 5 0 N 1 | 
4 * i tg nth TW ae e 1 
, 5 2 2 7 : i 
Ronnie ap 4p. 7 es ie j> Þ 


4 
r erg want ono rar: * . — nn 
8 ; x : : T 2 * J — 5 
e e. - a * * | | 
* 8 l 0 25 e. ASSL eee * 

* * We Kew 8 os : | * 


2 2 
< * gm 


—— — — — — —— — 9 * 2 
25 


208 HARCQURT- 


wi * 


% 


CHAP. XII. 


THE Mackenzies, owing to their fear of 


appearing to be in haſte, had remained till 
the laſt; indeed they had another ſtill more 


powertul reaſon for prolonging their viſit, 


unproductive as it had proved ot pleaſure to 
any of them the dread of Heing alone with 
John, who was to return with them. How- 


ever, having expended ſo large a ſtock of 
compliments in the morning, her Ladyſhip 


took leave almoſt in total ſilence; her family 


did the ſame, happy to eſcape from the pre- 
ſence of the man they had hoped to make 


their 


1 ; | INT : 


their launch friend. They had ſcarcely 
drove from the door, before John, in a 


much louder key than he had addreſſed 
them in the ſaloon, exclaimed— 
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« What the devil has poſſeſſed you 
all day! By Heavens, I hardly know | 
which of you behaved the worſt; you | 
in particular, Ma'am, who in general talk | 
enough for half a dozen, to ſtutter and 
ſtammer, and heſitate when you attempted 
to addreſs-my patron, while you ſhook as if 
under the influence of a paralytic ſtroke ! 
Z—ds, the very reflection is enough, to 
drive me mad !” / 

« Johnny, Johnny, nae give way to paſ- 
ſion in ſitch a manner! Ainly think of men- 
tioning the devil before Heaven; ye ken I 
cannae bear ony thing profane!“ 

I Qwas not talking about religion, 
Ma'am. However, 1 can only ſay, I 
never was ſo completely mortified in the 
whole courſe of my life, and I could almoſt 
put a piſtol to my head for having afforded 
70 | you 
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you ſuch an opportunity of expoſing both 


yourſelves and me to the ridicule of the . 


whole company! I have laid myſelf under 

the greateſt obligations to Lord Everly 
to get you invited to this dinner, that you 
might have it in your power to expreſs your 


gratitude to Mr. Douglas, which I muſt 


acknowledge you did in a very polite way. 
He muſt have tormed a very high opinion of 
your complimentary talents, Ma'am.” 
Johnny, nae run on in ſitch a manner, 
I deſire, about what ye cannae comprehend; 
have a little patience till ye are calm, and 
can liſten to reaſon,” 

« Do, pray give me ſome reaſon, 
Ma'am,” interrupted John, «why you can 


ſpeak ſo much more intelligibly now than 


vou could a few hours ago, when the devil 
himſelf could not have underſtood your un- 
+ intellig.ble jargon ; ad why you ſeemed in 


ſuch an agony of terror when forced to raiſe 


your eyes upon one of the moſt elegant 
young men in England? Did you ever ſee 
Mr. Douglas before? and ate any of you 

conſcious 
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conſcious (your ghaſtly looks fully warrant 
my ſuſpicion) of having offended him be- 
yond forgiveneſs? for, faith! I am tempted 


(and no doubt every one preſent | is equally 


ſo inclined) to think he has it in his power 


to inflict the moſt exemplary puniſhment 
upon you. I have not been able to look 
him or any one elſe in the face the whole 


day, nor ſhall I for a month to come. I 


dare ſay in ſuture whenever either of your 


names are mentioned, it will be with the 
glorious addition of the terrified Knight or 


his quaking Ry: 


Too ca cel to liſten longer in 
filence, Sir Archibald and my Lady, whoſe 
eyes had met ſeveral rimes, broke forth at 
the ſame moment, proteſting they would 
not put up with ſuch unprovoked ill uſage. 


«  Unprovoked !” repeated John, very 


drily, © then perhaps you would aſſert you 


acted as reaſonable and polite people ought 


to have done? However, as nothing would 
afford 
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|< afford me greater pleaſure than your being 

able to clear your conduct to my ſatisfac: 
tion, I wiſh you would make what I am 
afraid will only prove an endeavour to illuſ⸗ 

trate, while the recent events are ſo freſh in 
my Memory. 


——— — . n — wy os > 
— ch - 
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The Knight, far more courageous than 
when facing the (in bis opinion) tremen- 
dous Douglas, raiſed himſelf upon his ſeat, 
and in a ſurly, meant to be an authoritative 
tone, ſaid 


„Son John, I did not know you had any will 
right to call me, or any of your family to mere 

aan account, as you ſeem to ſuppoſe. If! yere. 
have hitherto remained filent, it vas dead 
only——” ſon þ 

« My dear,” n her Ladyſhip, bs: 

e haud yere tongue ab-ut feeght and wrong ; iſ excla 


nae let us quarrel without coming to the 
point; there is nac a better tempered young ſpeak 
mon in the world than our Johnny, and 60 


there is reaſon on his fide as well as on ours. enqui 


He 
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He is rather paſſionate, I mun allow, and 
rather fractious when he has taken a cheer- 


ful glaſs or ſo.” 


« I may be downright tipſy, Ma'am, 


for any thing I know to the contrary, as I 


certainly drank much more wine than uſual 
by way of keeping up my ſpirits ; but this is 
foreign to our ſubje&—only be ſo kind as to 
inform me what made you tremble before 


Mr. Douglas, and I ſhall be perfectly ſatis- 


' fied? I will then, if I am troubleſome, get 


out of the carriage, and walk home.” ; 

« Ainly give us time, Johnny, and we 
will account for our agitation, which was 
merely owing to the ſtrong reſemblance 
yere noble friend bore to one of our's that is 
dead and gone, and to a ſorry loon of a 
ſon he has left to ſtarve.” 

“I never ſaw ſo aſtoniſhing a likeneſs : 2 
exclaimed Sir Archibald. 

« Nor I,“ cried Archy and Margaret, 
ſpeaking at once. 

“What does all this mean?“ impatiently 
enquired John; „Iamſtill terribly at a loſs; 


pray 
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pray be rather more explicit. Have you, 
by any direct or indirect means, wronged 
this deceaſed friend Mr. Douglas reminded 
you of ſo ſtrongly, and did you ſuppoſe he 
was returned to lite 1 in his ſhape to Gall you 
to on Fre 

Johnny, Johnny, ye are very pro- 
__ and ſcurrilous to-night ! Allow 
yere fatherand me, who have moſt reeght to 
| queſtion ye, to enquire when and how ye 
| firſt became acquainted with this young 
mon P“ / 

c What d—d 3 when I wrote 
you word, and have told you fifty times 
fince my return, humanity induced him 
and his grandfather to ſeek me out at Lau- 
ſanne.“ 

« Where he bore the name of Elton, ye 
ſaid, I think ?” 

« Did you ever know or "8 him before 
while diſtinguiſhed by that, or any other 
appellation—elſe pray to what do all theſe 
ablurd queſtions tend?“ 


Sir 
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Sir Archibald, who had fallen back in his 


| corner, and had fat with his arms folded 


for a minute or more, gave a kind of ſtart, 
and unthinkingly muttered to himſelf — 


« „Tis very ſtrange, yet it muſt be impoſ- 
ſible— No, it certainly can't be him!“ 


John, who was ſeated oppoſite, and who 
had liſtened with increaſed aſtoniſhment, 
and no ſmall degree of perturbation to his 
grumbling ſpeech, vehemently exclaimed— - 

Ga — and d—mnit, who can't itbe, 
Sir Archibald“ 

“ George Harcourt !” they all exclaims 
ed at the ſame moment, ſo fearful were they 
to oblige John to repeat his queſtion, leſt he 
ſhould ſtamp the bottom of the coach out. 


The name ſtruck John very forcibly, and 
in an accent ſomething ſimilar to his father's, 
he repeated Harcourt twice, while endea- 


vouring to recollect whom the Knight alluqed 


t 
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to; then ſaid, with his accuſtomed fog 
m_ 


Do you mean a youth of that name 


once under your care, Sir, and whom you 


brought from Rome? 

« The ſame,” replied the Knight; © and 
Mr. Douglas is ſo like him, I could almoſt 
have ſworn, when he entered Lord Everly's 


ſaloon; he was that young fellow, though a 
moment's reflection convinced me of the 


impoſſibility of my ſurmiſe.“ 

<« ] ſhould have ſuppoſed ſo,” rejoined John. 
« My mother's ſtory accounted rather more 
| rationally for your ghaſtly countenances and 
ſhaking limbs: ſhe gave me to underſtand 
that Mr. Douglas reminded you of adeceaſed 
friend! Now a ghoſt is a terrifying object; 
but you were alarmed at his reſemblance to 
the poor young fellow you all but kicked 
into the ſtreet in the year 17—. Our de- 
parted Mary wrote me an account of the 
tranſaction, which did you ſo much honour, 


and reflected ſuch credit upon your huma- 


nity ! 
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nity! I no longer wonder, ſince Mr. 
Douglas brought that event to your mind, 
you were unable to addreſs him, or to con- 
ceal your apprehenſion; for either the fa- 
ther's ghoſt, or the ſon, in proprid perſond, 
were ſufficient to appal more courageous 
minds than ſeem to have fallen to your 
ſhare; eiſe I ſhould have ſuppoled, much as 
vou doubtleſs have to anſwer for upon poor 
Harcourt's account, you need not have 
dreaded, as you evidently did, nay do (till, 
that the Hon. Mr. Douglas and he were the 
ſame perſon ; and I think you ought to have 
been convinced that gentleman never ſaw, 
any of you before to-day.” | | 
Son John,” rejoined the Knight, 
though ſorely gailed by his home reproaches, 
* I did my duty by Harcourt ; your ſiſter 
Mary was wrapped up in the ſorry fellow, 
but I was not obliged to regulate my con- 
duct by her wiſhes. I truſt I fear no man; 
but, as your mother obſerved, Mr. Doug- 
las's likeneſs to that boy's father aſtontihed, 
nay perhaps alarmed us all; it was ſo very 
VOL, II. L unaccountab e, 
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unaccountable, as certainly (indeed I know 
he deſcended from a very different clan) he 
could not be at all related to the Durham 
fläamily.“ 
6 *Tis amazing theſe wiſe refletions did 
not occur ſooner, Sir Archibald, as I leave 
you to judge what concluſions the com- 
pany or Mr. Douglas would have formed, 
had you acknowledged to them, or him, as 
you have to me, that your agonies of terror 
proceeded from the ſtrong reſemblance he 
bore to a ward of your's? Now would it not 
have been very natural, and not at all un- 
charitable, to have ſuppoſed you had em- 
bezzled his property, if not made away with 
him for ſome ſuch ſiniſter purpole? And 
ſince we are upon the ſubject, what is become 
of that unfortunate young fellow?“ 

« Ye ken about as much as we do; he 
may be in England for ony thing we ken to 


the contrary ; he paid us a viſit laſt Decem- 


L 


ber. | * 
Indeed!“ interrupted John. 
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« As true as ye fit there, my bairn, and 
a greater vagabond does not exiſt.” 

Then I am amazed ſuch a reſemblance _ 
ſhould exiſt between him and one of the 
handſomeſt, moſt elegant young men I ever 
law ! But pray what does this Harcourt do? 
or ay” how does he live ?” ; 

* That is more' than we can tell ye, 
* ; aw we ken of the loon is, that he 
came to ſee us in a very ſhabby plight, ex- 
pecting Sir Archibald was to feed aud clothe 
bim; but he ſoon diſcovered his miſtake, 
trudged away as he came, and we have nae 
let eyes, on the varlet ſin.“ 

« And you really did not relieve the poor 
fellow's wants?“ ſaid John, WY at his 
ather and mother. | 

e No truly, fon, replied 10 Knight; 
* I know what it is to work for my bread, 
ad know better how to diſpoſe of my money 
than in encouraging lazineſs. Had Har- 
court liſtened to the excellent advice I gave 
kim, he would not have been in want; _ 
be is both obſtinate and proud, and 

E327 2 2 | 
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\ | 1 

fitting he ſhould ſuffer for his folly !” r inte 
peating the heads of what had _—_ Garin thei 
George's laſt viſit. | ter 
ing 


John liſtened with filent indignation, and 
when the Knight | ceaſed ſpeaking, ex- 1 
claimed 


« For ſhame, bow: ſhame, Sir Archibald! 
Was it thus you received the ſon of your beſt 
friend? Had I been as unfortunate as ths 
poor youth in time of need, I ſhould not 
have been here to condemn your ingrati— 
tude; for I ſhall ever think, and make no 
ſcruple to ſay, you were at leaſt bound to 
provide for his immediate wants, and to en- 
deavour to put him in ſome way to get his 
bread. I dare ſay he did not ſuppoſe you 
were bound to maintain him in idlene(s; 
and to whom but you could he apply, friend- 
les as he muſt be in England? and could 
you, knowing him to be thus ablolutely 
deſtitute, treat him as you ſay ?. It was 
abominable, nay inhuman !” 


The 
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The Knight and his Lady once more 


interrupted him, and warmly defended 
their conduct, accuſing their eldeſt daugh- 
ter of having wrote many falſities concern- 


ing Harcourt. 


John retorted in a higher tone “ Mary 
was incapable of uttering, much more of 
writing an untruth ; and Sir Archibald being 
under ſuch obligations to Mr. Harcourt, 
ſenior, that, admitting his fon was the very 
character he deſcribed, it was not leſs his 
duty to contribute towards his ſupport.” 


The diſpute now became very ſerious be- 
tween the father and ſon indeed they were 
all talkers. John ſwore Harcourt had been 
ſcandalouſſy treated in Paris, and ſtill more 
ſo in England; the Knight vowed he would 
not put up with ſuch language nor ſuch 


treatment even from the great Mr. Doug- 


las, much leſs from one of his own children! 


My Lady endeavoured to ſoſten matters, 


gently hinting that the coachmanand foot boy 
©? would 
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 wiculd conclude they were fighting. This 


me, which I don't think I could empiov 


better 


rema k had the deſired effect, and John aa 
ſaid, very calmiy—- elt 
&« It was uſeloſs to argue any longer upon m_ 
their wait of 3 their behaviour to w 
ſelve 
Mr. Douglas was a convincing proof they 
I gh. 
verified the old proverb, * a guilty conſci- eh, 
ence needs no accuſer * and he would. as a ke 
ſort of retribution for having met with ſuch 
good friends himſelf, ſeek out Harcourt, MY 
and endeavour to alleviate his diſtreſs.” c | 
Play the fule if ye like, Johnny,“ cried 12 
her Ladyſhip; © fling yere money away we; 
how ye pleaſe; I did nae ken ye had ſae "= 
much to ſpare, but ye might look at home | 
firſt, and provide for yere brother before ye = 
are in ſitch haſte to relieve ſturdy beggars!” - : 
« Tentreat, Ma'am, that you would ſpare 2 
yourſelf the trouble of dictating what I ought WW. Mar 
or ovght not to do. I don't pretend 10 _ 
boaſt of my riches, though, thank God and Then 
my generous friends, I have a few pounds by palit 


bair. 
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better than by beſtowing them upon poor 
Harcourt, as I by no means look upon my- 


ſelf bound to provide for my brother, ad- 


mitting I had it in my power. Let me 
adviſe you to take that taſk upon your- 
ſelves ;—you muſt have laid by ſame money, 
I ſhould preſume; indeed I have heard my 
father boaſt of his accumulations, though 


he ſeems ſo little inclined to relieve the 


wants of the poor and needy.” 

« Only endeavour to do your own duty, 
ſon, as ſtrictly as 7 have performed mine, 
and you will be as indifferent ahout the cen- 
ſure or applauſe of your children as I am.“ 

6% Weel, weel, Sir Archibald, let us have 
nae mair words about, the - ſorry fellow; 


Johnny is nae aware of aw the provocation 


he gave us, and ye ought tomake allowances 
for the prejudices he has imbibed from 
Mary's letter; and Iam truly happy to reflect 
our ſilly confuſion did nae prevent Mr. 
Douglas from treating ye with the greateſt 
politeneſs. Cultivate his acquaintance, my 


bairn, and gently hint our gratitude over- 
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powered us; that wilt account for our flurry 5 
very ſatisfactorily. Lord Everly ſeemed to 
ſay he is rather profule—at his age, ye ken, 
*tis a virtue; but fin ye are fitch a favourite, 
could nae ye take advantage of one of his 
exceſſes. when he is treating ye and his 
friends, to inform him Archy was bred to 
the law, and would do honour to his re- 
commendation? Half a word well-turned, 
when the juice of the grape has opened his 
heart, may induce him to give ye a promile 
he will ſtand bound in honour to fulfil.” 

« How eloquent you can be in a good 
cauſe, Ma'am, and how generouſly do you 
enforce the lefſon you have ſo frequently 
Tepeated to me—* endeavour to turn ever) 
one's foibles to your own advantage l a molt 
noble precept, and does infinite honour to 
your prudence, if not to your principles! 
However, I never knew Mr. Douglas drink 
to exceſs, though he poſſibly may be fond 
of jovial parties; but as I ſhall never beat 
theſe convivial tavern meetings, I am afraid 
I ſhall not be able to practiſe upon his 
.credulity in favour of Archibald.” Es 
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« Ye quite miſtake me, Johnny, when ye g 
fancy I meant to criticize yere noble patron ; 1 
ſitch men are privileged perſons. But really | 
Archy is a great expence to us, and a ſmall G 
income ought to provide for aw his wants ; | 
yet, if he did nae take care of his bread f 


when it was, as ye may ſay, put into his 1 
mouth, I would turn him out of doors 
| with as little remorſe as I did George Har- | 
court, and leave him to ſhift for himſel; ſo, 1 
ye ſee, I would act by my own with as much i 
rigour as by other folks” children.“ 


od That I know was alſo one of your prin- | 
* ciples, Ma' am; 1 am no judge of Archie 9 
tly bald's merit, but were I convinced he equal- 


led Mr. Douglas in point of real knowledge, 
ol ſhining talents, and brilliant accompliſh- 


jm ments, it would very ill become me to men- 
don him to that gentleman, Could I in- 
nk a : | f 
directly induce him to notice your unfortu- 
nd ; 
nate ward, I really would endeavour to 
at 3 : 
X place him under bis protection, as I know 
ud Wop 
is he is a good ſcholar; and your fright has 


L 5 convinced 
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convinced me he muſt be a very fine figure. 
But this is merely talking for talking ſake.” 
« Indeed I hope ſo,” rejoined the Knight ; 
« and mind, I forbid you, as you value my 
bleſſing, to have any thing to ſay to that black- 
guard Harcourt, ſhould he ever fall in your 
way, much leſs to ſeek him out, and talk 
of recommending him to Mr. Douglas.“ 
1 don't conceive myſelf at all obliged to 
ſee with your eyes, hear with your ears, or 
to adopt your prejudices and opinions, Sir 
Archibald. I am at an age to judge for 
myſelf, and to act according to my own 
principles. You owe your celebrity, live- 
lihood while at Rome, and preſent fortune, 


wholly to Harcourt's father; facts are ſtub- 
born things, and I deiy you to contradict 


my aſſertion. He left his only child under 
your care, and you gratefully left him to be 
educated by the charity of a benevolent 
ſtranger; ; refuſed to exert the little intereſt 
you poſſeſſed, towards his eſtabliſhment in 
life; and, finally, becauſe owing to your de- 
fertion, Le ſpent his little fortune in vainly 
endcavec urirg 
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endeavouring, no doubt, to increaſe it. 
You kindly turned him, when wretched and 
in want, out of your doors, to ſtarve in the 
ſtreet, or to put a period to his miſerable 
exiſtence. Do you conceive ſuch conduct 
calculated to call down bleſſings either upon 
your own, or your children's heads? If I 
am to repreſs the common feelings of huma- 
nity to obtain your benediction, I am afraid 
you will never think me deſerving of it.” 


Their arrival in London put a ſtop to 
their wrangle, and John, heartily tired of 
the ſubject, ſtopped the carriage at the firſt 
ſand of hackney coaches, telling them he 
muſt call at his office before he went home. 
Lady Mackenzie, heartily ſorry the diſpute 
had gone ſuch lengths, and anx1ous to make 
matters up, again requeſted they might ſet 
him down—they ſhould nat pay the more; 
the fellow and his horſes had had a very eaſy 
day of it, and where was the uſe of ſpending his 


money in coach hire? But no arguments which 


ether ſhe or the Knight made uſe of, could 
| 16 induce 
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228 | HARCOURT. 

induce John to accede to their conſiderate 

propoſal. So, wiſhing them a good even- 

ing, as he preſumed they would have retired 
before he reached home, he parted from 
them, not to go to his office, but to reflect 

upon the events of the day; and was ſo 
much hurt by his parents' conduct toward 

Harcourt, he determined to take a lodg- 
ing the very next day, to avoid any future 
altercation upon that ſubject. 


CHAP 


AP 


CHAP. XIII 


Durham with an account of his unexpected 
meeting with his friendly guardian. There 
were few, if any people, ſo much the ob- 
ject of the Duke's averſion; it may therefore 
be ſuppoſed how much he enjoyed the reca- 
pitulation of the ſcene at the Lodge. John 
Mackenzie he thought truly delerving his 
nephew's eſteem; and highly approved of his 
not compriſing him in the enmity he had 


to blame for their unprincipled conduct. 


Aſter 
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* 


Farry the next morning Douglas re- 
turned to town, and amuſed the Duke of 


vowed to his family, as he was certainly not 


N : PCC 
Ar Ee tC hc os 
r . 22 3 * > . g 


* 


* 2 Is 2 r panes E nn a Eg 7 
rr N 36 N W * 8 Wee. 1 


c > 
2 1 
3 
8; 
1 
1 
om 
Fo 
N 
Fer 
7 
x 
b 
WF — 
Ne 
4 >; 
bs 
Wy 
2 
5 4 
2 * 
Þ 
. 
ah 
FY . 
<1 
4 5 394 
& 4 
* 
::40 
3 
4 
» 
:8 
=. 
8 
. 
ot. 
408 
2 
* 
£2 
- 38 
*.N 
3, 4 
m8 
WF 
"3 
'N 4 
iM 
Fs 
+ - 
4 
*** 
72 
4 
2 
1 
, 
A 
oY 
3 
by 
4 
72 
. 
<2 
HF 
25 
* 
9 
4A: 
1 * 
74 
73 
wht 
* 
bs 
2 
19582 
BY 
2F 3 
7 
155 
33 
RES. 
ES 
£348 
ot 


CET REY 


**. 


4 + as 
x Ws 


230 HARCOURT. 


After liſtening to his various juſt animad- 


| verſions upon the Knight and his better half's 


— 


behaviour, which, like their ſon, he did 
not ſcruple to place to the account of con- 


ſcious guilt, Douglas left him to ruminate 


over the ſcene, and haſtened to Sir Charles 
Creighton's, equally anxious to inform him 


| how awply he had been revenged for the paſt 
injuries the Knight had conferred. The 


Baronet was ſtill more diverted than the 
Duke, and only wiſhed Douglas would allow 
him to call them to a reckoning as the con- 


_ fidential friend of their late ward; he ſhould 
glory in putting them into ſuch another con- 
founded fright, if it went no further; but 
Douglas's real regard for John Mackenzie, 
and the reſpect he bore the memory of his 


excellent ſiſter, had long ſince determined 
him to ſuppoſe their parents had acted ho- 
neſtly, though not kindly by him—of courſe 
he negatived the Baronet's kind offer, and 


| aſked him, as the morning was very fine, to 
walk back with him into St. James's Square. 


Sir 
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Sir Charles readily agreed, and being in 
no haſte, they purpoſed to go round through 
the Green Park. Neptune, who always 
accompanied his maſter when he rode or 
walked, except when he was going to pay 
ceremonious viſits, was of the party, and 
ſometimes preceded, at others followed them, 
to the top of Piccadilly; but was behind at 
the moment they croſſed to the Park, and 
by that means loſt ſight of his maſter, and 
when he reached the gate leading into Hyde 
Park, was at a loſs which way to take.— 
Douglas and the Baronet waited on the op- 
pofite fide to watch his motions ; he took a 
haſty turn within the great park, but find- 
ing himſelf diſappointed, was haſtening back 
again, when his maſter's well-known whiſtle 
increaſed his ſpeed ſo much in coming out 
of the ſmall gate, that finding his progreſs 
impeded by the throng reſorting to take the 
air, 1t being a holiday, he made an attempt 
to paſs under a fall ſet out with apples, 
gingerbread, &c. ſtanding to the left under 
the wall; but unconſcious of his fize, and 

| not 


_ HARCOURT, 


not finding himſelf inclined to creep, he 
brought the ambulating ſhop upon his back 
for ſome yards, and at laſt, to the infinite 


diverſion of a very large concourſe of peo- 


ple, diſcharged his burthen in the middle of 
the ſtreet, in his haſte to join his maſter. 


The miſtreſs of the ſtall rent the air with 


her ſcreams; and was undecided whether to 


purſue the culprit, whom ſhe ſtill had in 
ſight, or to endeavour to ſave her wares from 
the depredations of the ſurrounding multi- 
tude. Sir Charles and Douglas joined heartily 
in the general ſhouts of mirth, and Nep- 
tune, as if conſcious he had diverted them, 
capered about in high glee, while the apple 
woman abuſed both him and his maſter in 
the broad dialect of Broad St. Giles's, till 
Douglas, having recovered his gravity, en- 
quired into the NOI his dog | wud done. 


2 She had loſt two Guiness wy the 0 the 
very leaſt farthing.““ 
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ce Not more than half a one,” vociferated 
the bye-ſtanders! But Douglas, ever gene- 
rous, inſtantly complied with her demands, 
and was turning away, when, owing to the 
day, a great number of boys were afſembled, 
who ſwearing the old devil was doubly and 
trebly paid, once more overſet the ſtall, 
which had been replaced, as well as ſome of 
the articles it contained, and a general ſcram- 
ble enſued. The old woman's ravings were 
drowned in the continual ſhouts of the young 
fry ; ſhe therefore thought fit to give up the 
conteſt, very happy to think ſhe had made 
ſuch an excellent day's work, and Neptune 
well fed with gingerbread, as having been "1 
the ultimate. occaſion of the treat, followed A 
his maſter, who vowed the ſcene was well 
worth the money it had coſt. 


RT 


They continued to laugh over the adven- 
ture as they proceeded down Conſtitution - 
Hill, when Neptune, being fo full of his 
gambols, ran ggainſt two * juſt 
before them. 
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I muſt poſitively make excuſes this 
time for the impolite beaſt” ſaid Douglas. 
They are Emigrants, ” obſerved Sir 
Charles. 1 ü 
« Then moſt likely are men of conſe- 


29 


quence,” rejoined Douglas. 


As they were now very near, he heard 
one of them ſay in French— 


« He is certainly rather impolite, but he 


is very handſome, and ſeems to belong to a 
good maſter; I wiſh many of our poor coun- 
trymen now in the empire were as well off.“ 

So do!] with all my foul,” cried Doug- 
las, recognizing in the ſpeaker the Count 
de St. Mars, who turned haſtily round, ex- 
claiming, after a moment's ſcrutiny— 

Ho rejoiced I am to fee you, my be- 
loved pupil!“ 5 

* Youdo me infinite honour, Count; I 
feared you were in Germany; need I add 
ſome dire neceſſity forced you to leave 
France? How truiy bappy I feel you have 


ſought 


— 
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ſought an aſylum in Great Britain! When 
did you arrive? Why have not I ſeen you at 
Durham Houſe ?” _ 5 

„J landed upon this hoſpitable ſhore 
about a fortnight ago, and ſhould certainly, 


had I known your preſent reſidence, have 


waited upon you the moment I reached 
London ; but our joint friend, the excellent 
Principal, though he wrote me a very inte- 
reſting narrative of every thing that had be- 
fallen you fince you left Martinico, to your 


being the acknowledged heir to a Dukedom, 


did not inform me where I ſhould be able to 
offer you my congratulations upon the laſt 
mentioned event ; and my mind has been 
ſo fully occupied by my own and other peo- 
ple's affairs, that it never occurred to me any 
Londoner could have directed me to your 
uncle's reſidence, from whole ſervants I 


might have learnt. But have you heard 


from the Principal lately?“ | 
% I have ſeen him very lately, Count, and 


hope by this time he is ſafely arrived at 


\ Bologna, 
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Bologna, where (I ſuppoſe -you know) he 
meant to bend his mn 


He then proceeded to give him an exact 


account of what had paſſed between himſelf 
and the Principal, mentioning the effects he 
had brought to England, and entreating he 
would accompany him immediately to Dur- 


ham Houſe, that he might deliver up his truſt. 


The Count ſmiled at his earneſtneſs, and 


without making any diiect reply, begged 


leave to introduce his pupil to his com- 
panion, the ci- devant Biſhop of | 
Douglas paid his compliments, with 
even more than politeneſs, to the vene- 
rable prelate, and preſented Sir Charles 
| Creighton to both gentlemen as his moſt 
intimate friend, telling the Count he was 
- alſo an eleve of the Principal's, and then 
warmly repeated his former invitation to 
Durham Houſe, which he extended to the 
Biſhop. a 


& You 
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« You are very kind, my young friend, 


but I muſt beg leave at preſent to decline' 


being preſented to your uncle ; it would ill 
becoine my circumſtances to aſſociate with 
the rich and powerful; every one ought more 

or leſs to conform to their ſituation, and I 
| have neither reaſon nor right to complain of 
mine. In Germany I experienced many 


embarraſſments; but as they did not abſo- 


lutely originate in want of money, I have 
enjoved many luxuries fince my arrival in 


London. For example, I have a good 


room and a good bed at au hotel in Leiceſter - 


Square, and enjoy the ſociety of a vaſt num- 
ber of fellow Emigrants, who are inhabitants 
of the ſame houſe, ſome of whom rave in- 
ceſſantly at their deſtiny, while others laugh 
at their misfortunes. One prefers the attic, 
another the ground floor, according to their 


diſpoſitions, or dread of being. either ſtifled 
or burnt. We all dine at a table d Hote, 
where we talk politics, quarrel, and make 
it up again, Frenchman like; altogether, I 


am much happier than I ever conceived I 


ſhould. 
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ſhould have been out of F rance ; and this | 


unexpected meeting with you has put me 
into high ſpirits.” 


Douglas was rejoiced to find him ſo gay, 


but alledged ſo many reaſons why he ought 


to permit him to introduce him to the Duke 
of Durham, that he overcameall his ſcruples, 
and made him promiſe to call in St. James's 
Square the following morning, as neither 


gentlemen would wait upon his Grace in 


their 1 dl Yhabille. 


While they were debating the point, one 


of the Miniſters, with whom the Duke was 
in habits of intimacy, paſſed them on horſe- 
back; and ever ſedulous, like moſt great 
men, to pay his court to the riſing ſun, he 
addrefſed Douglas upon the news of the day, 
the weather, and ſuch frivolous topics, 


while he glanced his eyes over his compa- 


nions, who had retreated to ſome diſtance, 
not to interrupt their converſation. 
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e Ts not that the late Governor of the 

Military School, Mr. Douglas?“ he en- 
_ quired. 5 5 

The ſame, Sir,“ was the reply. 

« I wiſh you could make it convenient to 
look in upon me during the courſe of the 
day, or to-morrow ; I wiſh to have a little 
converſation with you about that gentle» 
man, as we are going to incorporate ſeveral 
bodies of his countrymen, and he would 
moſt likely be able to give us ſome uſeful 
information upon the ſubject.” 


Douglas promiſed to wait upon him in 
the evening, upon which he took leave, and 
rode off, while Douglas rejoined his friends, 
Not chuſing to mention what had paſſed re- 
ſpecting the Count between him and the Mini- 

ſter, he turned the diſcourſe upon the late 
Revolution, which had driven them from 
France; and told the Count he ſhould take an 
early opportunity of preſenting him to his 
ward, who was in habits of correſpondence with 
Madame de Fierval, and would be particu- 
larly 
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larly happy to ſee a countryman. They em 
ſoon reached Leiceſter Square ; Douglas ito 
took a glance towards the Mackenzies' Di 
bhouſe, but did not mention them to the 
Count, unwilling to expoſe them to his 
cenſure, and having very little to ſay in 
their praiſe. CE eb 


Having liſtened with the moſt friendly 
ſympathy to a detail of that gentleman's 
adventures ſince his departure from France, 
and made him renew his promiſe to breakfaſt 
at Durham Houſe the following day, Sir 
Charles and he took their leaves of this {till 
gay, though unfortunate Nobleman, who 
ſerved them for converſation till they reached 
St. James's Square. The Duke was very 
happy to hear his nephew had thus oppor- 
tunely met one of his former friends, and 
only wiſhed he knew how he could mitigate 
the rigour of his unmerited exile, 


Douglas mentioned what had paſſed be- 
tween him and the Miniſter ; and as being 
4 Pr | employed 
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employed in making the attempt to re- 
ſtore his former honours and fortune, the 


Duke was convinced would afford ſuch a 
man the greateſt ſatisfaction, he wrote an 


urgent letter in his behalf to the gentleman 


Douglas had engaged to viſit in the evening, 


and hinted the propriety of granting a pen- 
ſion to the brave veteran, in addition to 
the command of one of the Emigrant corps. 


At the appointed time, leaving the Ba- 
ronet to amuſe his uncle, Douglas let out 


for the Miniſter's; even Lady Iſabella Kin- 


rols was forgotten in his anxiety to ſerve his 
former kind benefactor, in whoſe praiſe, 
it may be ſuppoled, he was particularly 


eloquent, and ſpoke ſo well, and ſo much | | 
to the purpoſe, he was requeſted to bring 


his friend to ſup at the Miniſter's the fol- 
lowing Monday; and, afſfured that the 
Count's advancement, and future fortune, 
were become a national concern, he retired, 
far more pleaſed than when he learned he 
was heir to the Durham title and eſtates. 
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The Count was exact to his appointment. 


He came alone, as the Biſhop knew he had 
many matters of importance to diſcuſs with 
his pupil, who, after delivering up every 
thing the Principal bad entruſted him with, 
introduced bim to the Duke, who was 
waiting breakfaſt for them in the library, 
and gave the Count not only a polite, but a 
| moſt friendly, familiar welcome, and earneſtly 
entreated he would often repeat his viſits, 
thanking him, in the moſt grateful terins, 
for the paſt favours he had conferred upon 
his nephew, and declaring it was their joint 
wiſh, as well as duty, to make England as 
agrecable to him as poſſible, while the pre- 
ſent anarchy prevailed in France. 8 


He then (as Douglas rather wiſhed the 
information ſhould come from the Duke) 
proceeded to inform him that the Miniſter 
who ad accoſted his nephew in the Park, ſoon 


after that meeting, had earneſtly requeſted 


the Couit would favour him with his com- 
pany the enſuing Monday, repeating why 
1 WO. 
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he wiſhed to-ſee him, .in a manner moſt 
likely to flatter the amiable Emigrant, and 
finally informing him his nephew had ven- 


tured to promile he would accede to the 
invitation. 5 


The Count, who looked as he felt, pleaſed 
to find himſelf ſtill ofconſequence, and likely 
to have it in his power to ſerve his country- 
men, readily agreed to accompany Douglas, 


though he proteſted he ſhould never accuſ- 


tom himſelf to Engliſh dinner or ſupper 
hours—they were ſo much out of reaſon ; 


however, he ſhould hold himſelf in readi - 


neſs to attend his young friend at his own 
time, and went home convinced of that 


important truth—* That good actions ever 


meet their reward, even in this world!“ 
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| CHAP. XIV. 


Nor ING material occurred during the 
remainder of the week. Lady Ifabella 
Kinroſs was ſpending the holidays at a 
friend's of her grandmother's ; of courſe 
Douglas was in no haſte to introduce the 
Count at Mrs. Shenſtone's, though he ſaw 
him every day. He was engaged on the 
Monday to dine at the Duke of Northing- 
ton's ; and as the party, being a formal one, 
broke up rather early, he readily agreed to 
accompany the Marquis of Beuitort to 
R anelagh for an hour, before he called for 


x4 the Count. 


Talking 


=. ,-MARCOURT: 2869 


Talking about that gentleman and the 


Miniſter, the converſation inſenſibly re- 


verted to John Mackenzie; and the Mar- 


quis declared he had been tempted to aſk 
him, during a ſhort viſit he paid his father, 
whether his family had ſurvived the dreadful 
ſhock they underwent at Lord Everly's on 
that day week ? | WR 


Douglas laughed at the notion, adding that 
their abſurdities could merely be attributed 
to their ignorance, which certainly accorded 
very ill with their title. He had ſeen John 
twice ſince the terrible diſcomfiture of his 
family, and was not ſorry to find he bad left 
Leiceſter Square, and now lodged in Bury 


Street, St. James's. From his behaviour he 


vas convinced neither the Knight nor his 
Lady had any idea he had ever borne the 
name of Harcourt ; he therefore longed very 
much to know how they accounted to their 
lon for their terror, but could not aſk the 


queſtion, aud found, from what Lord Beui- 


tort ſaid, he was as ignorant as himſelf, 


. M3 though 


270 |  HARCOURT. 
though he had thought it very probable 
John might Mye been more communicative 
to the Duke of Northington and him, than 
he would have choſen to be at Durham 
Houſe. 


They had ſauntered twice round the Ro- 
tunda, when they met Sir Charles Creighton 
and Colonel Fraſer; and after another turn, 


they ſat down at one of the open tables to 


drink their tea. - While they were criti- 
cizing, or praiſing the paſſing groups, two 
gentlemen, ſo much in liquor that they 


were rather reeling than walking towards 


them, attracted their's, nay, indeed, general 
attention, | : 


c“ By their boiſterous mirth and rude be- 
haviour, thoſe two fellows will ſoon get 
kicked out, I am of opinion,” ſaid Sir 
Charles, © if they do not mend their man- 
mm --; | | . 
Why ſurely the bluff-faced one is 
Archy Mackenzie !“ ſaid the Colonel. 
| | _ „% Even 
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« Eyen fo, I go believe,” rejoined Doug- 
las. 

« What, John Mackenzie's brothit p' 
aſked the Baronet, 

« The ſame, in all his drunken glory,” 
replied the Colonel. 


„ Then I muſt have a better view of | 
him,“ cried the Baronet, ſtarting up. 


The Marquis turned his head for the 


ſame purpoſe, obſerving a Lavaterian would 


{wear he could read a vile character in his 


bloated aſpect. 


Sir Charles reſumed his ſeat, compli- 
menting the Marquis upon his penetration, 
and declaring he ſhould, like him, be 


tempted to give the drunken ſot credit for 
every vice that ever diſgraced human na- 
ture. 


« Pray what ailed the whole family the 
day they dined at your father's, Colonel ?” 
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c have in vain tried to gueſs,“ was the 
reply. © John is a very great favourite both 
of my father's and mine; it was to oblige 
him they were invited, and 1 am ſure, nay 
indeed he has told me as much,, he will 
never forgive himſelf for having put it in 
their power to expoſe both him and them- 
ſelves in ſo ſtrange a manner. The old 
fellow vainly fancies his new dignity has 
_ Increaſed his conſequence, when in fact it 
| hys only ſerved to make his! ignorance more 
conſpicuous.“ 5 

« And his ſordid notions more glaring,” 
rcjoined the Marquis; © for I have been aſ- 
| ſured he is the moſt avaiicicus of mortals ; 
therefore I dare ſay he would have preferred 
a thouſand pounds to the hononr of being 
dubbed Sir Archibald in conſideration of 
his vaſt merits e painter. But 
come, let's be moving.“ 

« With all my ant, 8 Gai 8 
e for I muſt be gone.“ 

The Colonel ſaid he had promiſed Lord 


Ever.y to ve at home early; the Marquis 
meant 


„ 
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meant to ſaunter about till twelve; the 
Baronet flood engaged to ſet the Colonel 
down. . 


Then, inſtead of going home, I with 
you would go and ſup with my uncle, re- 
joined Douglas; © he is not very well, will 
be very happy to ſee you, and your conver- 
ſation will help to enliven him, as he is not 
fond of retiring early, becauſe he can't 
ſleep.” 1 

a Aoreed, ” replied the Baronet! « his 
Grace is the only elderly man I like to be 
lete- d. tete with; he remembers he was once 
young himſeif, and can be very droll when 
he ww ; I will do my endeav.urs to 
amuſe him till arrive, if he is in the 
eee to ſit up.“ — | 


Douglas thanked him, and looking at 
his watch, declared he muſt ſtay no longer, 
and with Sir Charles and the Colonel left the 
Rotunda, the Marquis having joined an- 
other party, 


M5 They 
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They ſtopped in one of the outer rooms, 
while they ſent one of the people ſuch places 


abound with, to call their ſervants, whoſoon 


brought word they would be up 1n a few 
minutes, and were cloſe together ; they 
therefore waited with tolerable patience for 
five minutes or more, when Douglas began 
to fear he ſhould be after his time ; befides, 
it was one of his maxims to be ſpeedily 
obeyed. 80 * 


„] will ſtep out, and ſee if I can't hurry 
my fellows ; they ſeem unuſually dilatory, 


becauſe Iam in haſte,” 


1 Ten to one the coachmen have got 
jammed in among the carriages, and can't 
come forward,” faid the Colonel. 


Then let us endeavour to get to them,” 


rejoined Douglas; * our preſence may in- 
duce their brethren of the whip to aſſiſt, in- 
ſtead of impeding their progreſs ;” leading 
the way, preceded by their meſſenger and 
his torch, who kept calling out for the car- 

85 5 riages, 
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riages, with the voice of a ee every 
three ſeconds. 


As they drew near the crowd, a moſt cla- 
morous noiſe aſſailed their ears; and having 
ſtopped to liſten for a few ſeconds, Douglas 
fad— 


« I fancy we might have waited long 


enough; for my ſervants are engaged in the 
diſpute, whatever tis about.“ 


They advanced into the crowd, where 


they heard the ſervants apoſtrophized by the 
titles of Pick- bones ſliabby raſcals— im- 


pudent dogs dirty ſcoundrels ! &c. &c.“ 
They retorted pretty warmly with“ Such 
would-be gentry—hackney-coach quality !“ 
and many more equally polite appellations. 


„I will try if I can't put an end to this 
genteel war of words,” creed Douglas, puſh- 
ing forward, and calling out the moment he 
came 1n h ght of his ſervants, * What the 
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devil do you ſtand quarrelling there for ? 


Draw up if there is room, if not back the 


carriage out of the throng ; do you ſuppoſe] 
am to wait here all night ?” 


Before he ceaſed ſpeaking, he perceived 
his ſervants' noble antagoniſts were no leſs 
men than Archy Mackenzie and his com- 
panion, who, without, deigning to look 


behind them at the perſon who addreſſed 
their adverſaries, continued (though rage 


and inebriety rendered them ſcarcely intel- 
ligible) to abuſe them in the moſt ungen- 
flemanlike, liberal manner. 

Dovglus's orders were iflued in too pe- 
remptory a tone not to enforce obedience ; 
his ſervants, therefore, eager to excule 
themſelves, alledged the impoſſibility of 


their getting up, owing to thoſe gentlemen 


(alluding to Mackenzie and his friend) 
having ſwore their hackney-coach ſhould 
advance firſt, 


8 And 
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« And what does it Conifp which advances 
firſt ?? ſaid Douglas; © that which was firſt 


called, has of courſe moſt right.“ 


The bye-ſtanders unanimouſly declared 


the chariot had been firſt called, and was 


advancing when thoſe gentlemen forced 
their coachman to drive out of the ranks di- 
rectly before it, which was a d—d ſhame, 


as they might have done the horſes a miſ- 


chief, if nothing worſe ; but they were dd 


 impudent ſellows, be they wao they might, 


and had not behaved like gentlemen, though 
they boaſted of being tuch ; however, if 
they choſe to get drunk, that was no rule 
way they ſhould inſult ſober "_ doing 
their duty. 


Douglas being quite ſurrounded, was 
forced to liſten to the various complaints 
every one had to make againſt Mackenzie, 
and his ſtill worſe looking companion. 
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tration to diſcover what had biaſſed the 
crowd ſo much in the ſervants' ſavour.— 
Douglas was very much dreſſed, a fine com- 
manding figure; was maſter of a moſt ele- 
gant equipage, and three ſervants in very 
rich liveries. All theſe had its weight with 
the ſcwiniſi multitude, the Baronet obſerved, 


and they, no doubt, expected his Honour 


would reward them for their zeal. 

Douglas, to their infinite ſatisfaction, 
declared he, was convinced the gentlemen, 
or whoever they were, muſt be very much 
to blame ; therefore ordered his coachman 
to advance that moment, adding— 


« Let me fs the hackney coachman or 
his fare try to prevent you at their peril i” 


Mackenzie, whoſe rage had, if poſſible, 
increaſed during the ſuſpenſion of abuſe, 
owing to the little ſupport his cauſe had met 


with from the Populace, without turning 
towards 


It required no very acute degree of pene- 


py — + Oy. + 2 _O — 


* 


towards Douglas, whom he had as yet only 
heard without ſeeing, ſwore he would break 
every bone in his coachman's ſkin if he re- 
treated a ſingle inch; ſtuttering and reeling 


and hiccoughing every word, and curſing 
the ſervants, their maſter, his d 
prancing horſes, and gaudy carriage. 


q 


Reg ardleſs of his threats, thus ſupported, 
and conſcious they had nothing to fear, one 
of the footmen ran to the hack - horſes' heads, 
and began to force them back, telling the 


coachman if he tipped him over, he muſt 
take the conſequence of bis obſtinacy; but 


the man, finding the voice of the people 
againſt him, was very willing, 
deavoured, as much as he was able, to 
break the way. 


7 


5 rendered furious by the coach- 


man's prudence, and encouraged by his 


friend, placed himſelf in front of Douglas's 


horſes, ſwearing his coachman ſhould drive 
over him if he dared to advance a ſtep. One 


of 
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280 HARCOURT. 
of the footmen, however, puſhed him out 


of the way, while the other opened the door 
of the carriage. 


Such an indignity was more than the brave 
Archy could put up with; the ſervant had 
no ſooner turned from him, than he haſtened 


after him to the chariot door, which was 


being put to, and ſtruck him with a cane he 
had in his hand, ſaying at the ſame time 


« Take that, you inſolent ſcoundrel, and 
tell your impudent maſter I will ferve him 
the ſame if he dares to touch me. D—n 
ſuch faſhionmongers and all rome pup» 
pies, ſay I!” 


Douglas had not taken his feat in the 
carriage when his ſervant received the blow ; 
exceſſively provoked, and leſs diſpoſed to 
take an infult from Archibald Mackenzie 
than from any man breathing, he haſtily 
called out, Knock your fambeau about 
the ſellow's cars, Edward !“ 

Woe | 3 The 
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The order was ſcarcely uttered before 
Mackenzie made a blow at the ſpeaker as 


he was taking his ſeat, which, had it hit 
him, would have taken him in the face. 
Enraged beyond endurance, Douglas haſtily 
put his head out at the ſide glaſs, caught a 
flambeau out of the ſervant's hand that was 
neareſt to him, and performed the very 
office he had allotted his other footman, as 
Archy ſtood within his reach, and in ſo fa- 
vourable a poſition, he was able toſtrike him 


on both ſides of his head ſo ſeverely, that 


his 1 blow levelled him to the ground, 


To be attacked ſo unexpeRedly and 0 


unp: leaſantly, with ſuch a glaring weapon, 
almoſt ſobered the drunken Archy ; his fall 
created a general ſhout of mirth, while 
Douglas, perſectly ſatisficd, reſumed his 


icat, and ordered his coachman to drive on. 


At the moment the carriage got into 


motion, Archy, being railed by his iriend, 
and {marting Wh under the pain ard ſhame 


of 
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of his pe be roared out, “ Satisfac- f 
tion, d—me ſatisfaction, you impudent C 
dog! I will make you remember ſtriking © 
the ſon of Sir Archibald Mackenzie with "Þ 
your 4 link, I will, you blackguard!” N 


Douglas pulled the check- dus. and 


called out to the Baronet— 
- 1 85 
« Give that fellow my direction, Charles h. 
J have not got a card about me; but if you ar 
are ſufficiently in your ſenſes to underſtand m 
me, Mr, Mackenzie, if that is your name, re 
why let me know when and where to meet ye 
you, and depend upon my punctuality :" hi 
ordering his coachman once more to pro- 
ceed, which he inſtantly did, amidſt a 
general ſhout of Plaut from the * iſt 
lace. | co 
| „ no 
Sir Charles and the Colonel had been ſo to 
diverted by the inſolent Archy's chaſtiſe- 
ment, and tlie woeful countenance he now 


. that they were unable to ſpeak 
tor 
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for a few ſeconds for laughing; till the diſ- 


comfited hero's friend puſhed through the 


crowd, and in his name enquired who the 
puppy was that had dared to treat Mr. 
Mackenzie in ſo unpardonable a manner. 


« Take care you don't provoke me to 
follow Mr. Douglas's example, officious 
Sir,” replied the Baronet. * Your friend 
has paid the penalty of his inſolence, and I 
am very much inclined to teach you to 
mention your ſuperiors with rather more 
reſpect. I have already, by his deſire, told 


you my friend's name, and your's will find 
him at Durham Houſe, St. James's Square.“ 


Archy's Squire felt and looked very fool- 
iſh; the Baronet's determined countenance 
convinced him any more ill language would 
not be borne with impunity ; yet, wiſhing 
to appear the man of courage, he ſaid 


I had no intention to offend you, Sir; 
my regard for Mr. Mackenzie might induce 
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me to make uſe of an improper expreſſion, 
However,. the Hon. Mr. Douglas may 
depend upon hearing from him—pleaſe to 
tell him that, Sir,” 


During this ſpeech, 'Sir Charles and the 
Colonel got into the former's carriage, and 
drove off without even noticing, much leſs 


replying, to the ſpeaker, and had a very 
hearty laugh as they drove to town. The 


Colonel was convinced Archy would be 
terrified out of his few remaining ſenſes 
when he learned whom he had inſulted, and 


as for demanding ſatisfaction of Mr. Doug- 


las, he would as ſoon think of calling out 
his own father ; and proteſted he enjoyed, 
in imagination, the reception he would 
meet with from Lady Mackehzie, ſhould 
ſhe be up when he returned home, covered 


as he was with wax from the flambeau, not 
to mention the dirt he had picked up in his 


fall; and ſhould he acknowledge how he 
came to be in ſuch a pickle, he queſtioned 
whether ſhe ever forgave him; for to oftend 
| | a great 
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a great man, much more one to whom any 


of the family owed their promotion, was 


certainly acting diametrically oppoſite to 
both her principles and inſtructions. 


They parted at Lord Everly's door, and 


Sir Charles proceeded to Durham Houle, 


determined not to mention the incident to 
the Duke, leſt the bare. poiſibility of even a 


coward's calling his nephew out, ſhould 


make him uneaſy. His Grace was alone, 
and going to ſupper. The Baronet told him 
to whom he owed his late vifit, and where 


he had met Douglas. 


I am really very much obliged to you 
both,“ ſaid the Duke; “ few men enjoy the 


ſociety of young people more than myſelf; 
and after ſupper you ſhall tell me who you 


ſaw at Ranelagh, and what news there is 


among the faſhionable world.” - 


Not chuſing to mention Archy Macken- 
zie's adventure, as Douglas was concerned, 
though 
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though he preſumed it would be in all the 
newſpapers next day, the Baronet merely 
made a few general remarks upon the com- 
pany. A few glaſſes of wine had raiſed the 
Duke's ſpirits, and he was making compa- 
riſons between paſt and preſent times, when 
they heard a double knock at the door. 


« That can't be George already,” ſaid 
his Grace, liſtening very attentively. 

„I can't ſuppoſe it is,” replied Sir 
Charles; „it was not a footman's knock in 
my opinion, nor did I hear.a carriage ſtop.” 

« ] wes not attending at the moment, 
but he never allows Toy ſervants to knock 
long or loud after midnight; and who elſe 
can it be at this late hour?“ 


They ed in this ſtate of uncertainty 
for a minute or more, and had concluded it 
was ſomebody had called by miſtake, when 
the groom of the chambers entered with a 
letter in his hand, faying, as he preſented 

- — #23 
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ce A gentleman, who ſeems very much in 
liquor, has brought this note, your Grace, 
which is neither directed nor ſealed; he 
aſked the porter for his maſter, and refuſed 
to anſwer any queſtions, therefore Jonathan 
called me, but he did not chuſe to tell me 
either his name or his buſineſs. He was 
come upon a matter of importance, which 
only concerned my maſter, was all he choſe 
to ſay. Not knowing what to do, and 
convinced your Grace did not wiſh to ſee a 
perſon in ſuch a ſituation, and at this time of 
night, I defired he would leave his buſineſs 
in writing, and call in the morning for an 
anſwer. He faid the buſineſs he came upon 
muſt be ſettled faſting; therefore if I did not 
chuſe to let him ſee my maſter, he deſired 
I would deliver that note, and inform you 
he ſhould not leave the houſe till vou either 
ſaw him or ſent him an anſwer; ſo not 
knowing what to make of him, I have acted 
as he deſired.” ; f 


' 
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6c Why; what can all this mean?“ cried 
the Duke; © the perſon, whoever he is, 
muſt have made a miſtake ! | 

ce 80 I, told him, your Grace, but he 


perſiſts in it he 15 right; ; that this is Dur- 


ham Houſe, anch that my maſter is at 


+ pax | 
Then read tis note, Vane ;+as it is not 
directed. T have at leaft a right, after what 
he has ſaid, to ſuppoſe it is meant for me; 
and Tam ſure it can't contain any thing that 
requires ſecrecy, or can it be of any conſe- 


quence. 


The ſervant. opened the ietter, and read 
_ aloud, as follows: 


cc a; 


66 'T he inſulting treatment Lmet with from | 


you ivo hours ago, leads me to demand 


and cxpett the latisfaction of a gentleman. 
As 


ſure 
rhode 
ceaſec 


«c 1 
muſt 
VOL 
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As, therefore, no apologies, public or private, 
can be adequate to the offence you have 
given me, I ſhall be in Hyde Park with a 
caſe of piſtols to-morrow morning at eight 

c' clock, where I ſhall expect to meet you, 
or you will abide by the conſequence. My 
friend, who ſaw me knocked down, will 
deliver this, and accompany me into the 
field in the morning, where we ſhall find 
you, if you have any regard for your word, 
or your courage equals your infolence, which 

was not calculated to intimidate | 


% ARCHIBALD MACKENZIE,” 


The Duke liſtened with infinite compo= 
ſure to this effuſion of Archy's courage and 
rhodomontade; and when the ſervant had 
| ceaſed reading, ſaid 
nd OY. 9 1 8 
10. * I knew the bearer of this curious epiſtle 
As muſt have made a miſtake 3 did you ever 
voL. II. 1 hear 
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hear a more abſurd penned challenge, Sir 
Charles?” turning to the Baronet, who had 


with difficulty preſerved his gravity ; and 


thinking it would be abſurd not to elucidate ( 
this ſtrange buſineſs, briefly recapitulated 1 
the commencement and termination of the n 
fracas which had un. Tile to this boaſting 8 V 
miſſive. re 
th 
The Duke laughed during 1 his recital, hi 
9 
* I mould have P uſt the ſame at det 
George's age; but what does the inſolent Ar 
ſcoundrel fign himſelf?” 3 its 
" Mackenzie, your Grace,” replied the bee 
ſervant. mai 
« Why, can he be any relation of John neſs 
Mackenzie's, Sir Charles.” 5 | 
« His only brother, your Grace, the 5 
ſecond ſon and nameſake of Sir Archibald | drel 
Mackenzie, who was, as I told you, ſo and 
much in liquor, he neither knew nor cared Mac 


8 whom he inſulted, and I am certain has geri 
both I 


* ” 
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dot wrote and ſent this daring challenge 


unknown to either father or brother.” 


„ Daring, indeed, as you obſerve, Sir 


Charles; I vow the more I reflect, the more 
I am! amazed at his inſolence, nay, abomi- 


nable aſſurance! Send his meflenger in, 
Vane; I will venture to become my nephew's 


repreſentative upon - this occaſion ; beſides, 
the raſcal might conſtrue my refuſing to ſee 
him into fear of his bluſter! 25 | 


| The man left the room, and the Duke | 


declared he believed he could not puniſh 
Archy more than by letting the matter take 
its courſe, as he began to think his note had 


been purpoſely delivered in this ſtrange 


manner, that he might interfere in the buſi- 
neſs, and prevent the meeting. 

But I ſhall hear what this other ſcoun- 
drel has to ſay for himſelf,” he continued; 
and had not ceaſed commenting, when 


Mackenzie's friend came reeling and ſtag- 
gering into the room, almoſt covered with 


1 "i dirt, 


w — — —— — 


dirt, and much more in liquor than when 
Sir Charles laſt ſaw him, who preſumed he 
had ſwallowed a few more glaſſes of ſpirits 
to enable him to face Douglas with proper 


courage, and to perſuade him into a belief 


that both Archy and himſelf were anxious for 


the impending meeting. He ſtepped a few 
paces, looked round him, and not ſceing 


the perſon he came to viſit, appeared © at a 


loſs what to ”. 


The Duke, as if unacquainted with what 


paſſed at Ranelagh, laid, in the * 
tone 


% What is your buſineſs with me, fellow! 


and who has ſent. me this unintelligible 
letter? Who do you come from? and how 
dare you preſume to enter any gentleman's 

houſe, diſguiſed as you are in liquor, and 


in ſuch a trim, it would be only treating 


you as you deſerved, to order my ſervants 
to fling you out of the window. But be 


brief, and account, if you are able, for your 
letter and . 3 


Wholly 


* 
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- Wholly unacquainted with the rank of 
the ſpeaker, as from what Sir Charles had 
faid, he-had preſumed Mr. Douglas (whoſe 
name, in the confuſed ſtate of their brains 
had eſcaped. both his and Archy's memory,) 
was the maſter of Durham Houſe, he had 
made no farther enquiries; a watchman had 


directed, nay led him to the door, and he 


had aſked, as he thought, for the perſon to 
vhom he had brought the challenge. The 
Duke's addreſs, therefore, both puzzled 
and aſtoniſhed him; but he had drank too 
much brandy either to know or care what 
he did or ſaid, ſo in an impudent tone en- 
quired. what had ſet the old fellow's. back 


up ſo plaguily ; adding— _ , 


I did not come to ſee you, old boy; 
my viſit and the letter were meant for your 
friend, Sir,” turning to the Baronet, whoſe 
features he recollected, © and you told me 
he lived here; but I ſuppoſe he is afraid to 
come forward, and ſpeak for himſelf, But 

1 mn 77 


** 
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5 d mme 1 he had. beſt behave like a man now 
he is put to the teſt, elſe I will poſt him in 


every coffee-houſe in London, and cane 


him into the | bargain wherever J meet 585 


or my name an't Merry! | 
And if I let ſuch barefaced ome 
go unpuniſhed,“ exclaimed his Grace, I 


am not Duke of Durbam— that is all, Mr. 


Merry! Do you ſuppoſe I will allow ſuch 
young men as you to force yourſelves into 
my preſence merely to infult me, and to 
venture to aſſert, before my face, you doubt 
the honour of a Douglas my nephew !: 
the heir to one of the firſt Dukedoms in the 


three kingdoms, and a deſcendant from the 


Kings of Scotland? Your friend I ſhall leave 
to his chaſtiſement; but you, raſcal, I ſhall 
take upon myſelf to treat according to your 
deſerts “ ringing the bell with violence as 


he concluded, forgetting the graom of the 
chambers. was in the room, who immedi- 


ately ſtepped forward, and aſked what his 
2A bre thate. t nas ys; 
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Lg horſewhip this moment ; and de- 


fire all the men to attend me with their's 
One ie 

T he ſervant inſtantly left the room, while 
Merry, ſtartled to find himſelf in the preſence 


of the Duke of Durham, and much leſs cou- 


rageous than when he firſt entered, ſtam- 
mered out | 


« Your Grace had better take care what 
you do; Iam as well acquainted with the 
laws of my country as you can be; I did 


not know I was eee the Duke of 


Durham.“ | x 


“Nor do you, ee your vaſt | 
knowledge of the law, ſeem to be aware of 


the conſequence of inſulting a Nobleman. 
Did you ever hear of ſcandalum magnatum, 
fellow? However, as I aſſiſt in making thoſe 


laws you are ſo converſant in, I will ven- 


ture to chaſtiſe you at the riſk of any pe- 
nalty 1 may incur !” ſnatching up Archy's 
note, and tearing it into ſcraps. 


N 4 Merry 
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| Merry vines bimſelf away, and began 
ſeriouſſy to repent his officiouſneſs; but to 
make his retreat either unperceived or un- 
moleſted, he feared was impoſſible. As the 

ſpirit of the brandy began to evaporate, his 
Courage began to flag; he fluttered and he- 


- fitated, while he muttered out that he found 


he had been purpoſely miſled ;* however, 
Mr. Douglas would do well to Gadin anſwer 
to his friend. | 

& You know, Sir” turning to \ the Baro- 
net, © the provocation Mr. Mackenzie re- 
ceived, and that you were the occaſion of 
the miſtake that has occurred. +3 


Before Sir Charles could make any reply, 
his Grace having rungthe bell again violently, 


half a dozen men-ſervants, armed as he had 
ordered, entered the rbom. 


Fe 


40 Come along,” cried his Grace, ad- 


vancing to meet them, and ſeizing a whip 


from the ft with which he walked 
towards 


re 
ha 


2 
2 


P 
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towards Merry, and looking him full in the 


face, ſaid, Go, ſcoundre}, and tell your 
impudent friend I flung his ſcrawl at your 
head, and then horſewhipped and kicked you 
out of my preſence !” laying about him with 
his weapon while he ſpoke, ard throwing the 


(craps i in his face. 


Having driven him without the door, he 


ordered his men to kick and whip him out 


of the houſe. They inſtantly entered upon 
their part of the duty with no ſmall glee, 
and made the hall reſound with their ſtrokes, 
till the door being opened, the culprit haſt- 


ened away, much ſoberer than when he 


entered, vowing revenge, and curſing 
Douglas, the Baronet, and the unfortunate 
Archibald. 


The Duke having ſeen him make his exit,. 


returned to Sir Charles, exulting in what he 


had done. 
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cc Let him have recourſe to the law; L 


ſhould not mind being fined ten thouſand 


pounds for the pleaſure I have had! Ionly 


wiſh to God Archy Mackenzie had accom- 


panied him | However, by your account he 


has already paid pretty dear for his inſolence. 


& > George muſt act as he pleaſes—in his place 


I would cane the reptile the firſt time I met 
him. Do you think he will ſend a ſecond 
challenge, Sir Charles ?” 

« He has repented ere this, too ated); 


that he ever diſpatched the one your Grace 


has torn ; for, according to Douglas's account, 
he is one of the -moſt errant cowards that 
ever trod the earth.” 


At that moment Douglas entered, ex- 


claiming, having heard the Baronet's laſt 
words— 


« Upon whom are you beſtowing that 
ſpirited panegyric, Charles?” 


Upon 


« 


has ſe 


Hyde 
cc. ; 
remer 
Houſ 
repeat 
viſit, 
of trio 


Do 
wiſthec 
ſoone! 
Merry 


cc / 
matte! 
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Upon Arch bald Mackenzie, who 


10 SR you a ſummons to attend him in 


Hyde Park,” was the reply. 


« Yes, and I think his meſſenger will 


remember bringing a challenge to Durham 


Houſe as long as he lives,” cried the Duke; 


repeating what had paſſed during Merry's 


viſit, and expatiating, with no ſmall degree 


of triumph, upon his haſty retreat. 


Douglas laughed very heartily, and 


wiſhed he had returned a few minutes 


ſooner, as he ſhould have gloried ! in meeting 


/ 


Merry upon the ſteps. 


cc And dere 1 hope you mean to let the | 


matter reſt, George, ſaid the Duke; let 
them challenge me if they dare, and I will 
have them brought to the bar of the Houle. 
of Peers. 

« Depend upon it,. my dear Sir, Archy 
Mackenzie is ready to ſwear by this time he 
never wrote the unfortunate letter Merry 
delivered. ; and had I been at home to receive 

N 6 | | it, 


— ___w_ , 

3.3 1 r 2 
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it, a es to his wiſhes, 1 have 
either come himſelf, or got ſome of his 
family to make any excuſes beſt calculated 
to appeaſe me, rather than have faced mein 
the field. I am convinced Merry's was 2 
premeditated blunder, juſt to fave Archy' 
honour, which would certainly have ſtood 
impeached if he had not called me out 
and they imagined you would ſettle the 
affair without any bloodſhed. They have 
both been deſervedly puniſhed. But to 
enter upon a more intereſting ſubject the 
Count de St. Mars is to have a private audi 
ence of the great man to-morrow, and I hope 
he will haye leſs reaſon to repent having 
been forced to quit his houſehold Soc 
than many of his countrymen.” 


a As it was now near three o clock, the 
Duke, ſatisfied at all events his nephew was 
in no danger, wiſhed the two friends a good 
night, adding, his late exertion, having 
rather fatigued him, might contribute to his 
repoſe, though he much doubted whether 


>» . 
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it would * the lame effect. 1 upon Mr 


* 


5 


* ih danced to a diſagreeable tune, your 


Gran ſaid Sir Charles. 
lf you do but ſleep the better, Sir, for 


his carmagnole, rejoined Douglas, it will. 


have anſwered more than one good pur- 


| paſte 


The Duke müled; 1 after ſhaking 
hands with both, left the room. The mo- 
ment they were alone, Douglas made the 
Baronet repeat all that had paſſed after his 
departure from Nm and during 


Merry's viſit, ; 


« Well, I did not think Archy bad even 


had ſo much bluſter about him. I have not 
done with him yet, for I will certainly give 


himand Merry the meeting; only I ſhall take 


the liberty of altering the hour of appoint- 
ment, as I prefer ſix to eight. You muſt 
be my ſecond, Charles, and I muſt trouble- 


you 


30 | HARCOURT. 


| you to inform Mackenzie ow” my inten- 
tions.“ 3 
« Why, as 15 Joa! t think his greateſt 
enemy could deviſe a more ſevere puniſh- 
ment for him, I am at your orders, as I am 
convinced you will not have an opportunity 
| of immortalizing your name in this duel. 
| Therefore the ſooner I am gone, the better, 
| as I may, perhaps, catch the valiant gentle- 


man relating his heroic facts, or rather tra- 
gical adventures, to the SANE and my 
Lady before he retires.“ 


« Not he truly; to aft great man 
(and ſuch I am ſure I now am in her eyes) 

is a crime of leſe majeſtè in Lady Mackenzie's, 
opinion; diſinheritance would be one of the 


| leaſt evils the culprit would have to dread !. 
Joking apart, I queſtion whether ſhe would 
think the moſt abject humiliation to the 
offended party a ſufficient atonement for ſo 


4 Ae a miſdemeanor; therefore let me 


entreat you would be careful not to let her 
or the Knight ſuſpect you errand, though I 
would have you knock the houſe down 

rather 


WV 
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rather than not make them hear; and if he 


is not come home, wait his return, or enquire 


| where is the moſt likely place to find him, : 


If they ſhould not mention Merry“ s, aſk 
his direction, for ten to one he is there; as I 


rather think they will ſuppoſe I ſhall not 
hear of the challenge, ſo hope to raiſe their 
fame at my expence, by parading Hyde 


Park for au hour, and then telling the ſtory 
in all the coffee-houſes in London, if they 
can but obtain a hearing. 

No unlikely Gn but only write 
pour note, and depend upon my finding 
Squire Archy, if he is above ground.” 


Douglas inſtantly wrote as follows: 


— SIR, 


. « Your friend, either accidentally: or pur- 
poſely, let the note you ſent me this evening 


fall into the hands of the Duke of Durham. 


What —_ AE: him and his Grace 


can t 


- 


Get” "aw, ants - 
Fog i nb ooo ten 
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ean't concern either of us, nor prevent me 
from meeting you according to your deſire 
at ſix (in preference: to eight o'clock) this 
morning, at the ring in Hyde Park, with 
my piſtols. The bearer of this will be my 


ſecond; to him e you will R_ your 
| final anſwer... | 


Having read, ſraled,. and directed the 


note, he faid— 


«Now get you gone, Charles; I will walk 


to your houſe, where ] ſhall wait your re- 
turn, Jeſt we ſhould diſturb. the Duke, — 


Make any frivolous. excuſe to the Knight 


and my Lady likely to paſs current, to pre- 
vent them from ſuſpecting the real purport 
of your errand;. and hint to Archibald 1 
ſhall not like to be played upon. I think 


he has not left himſeſi a loop-hole to creep 


TRE” at; but 1 N believe he will 


ſooner | 


© __ G. D. 
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ſooner confi his raſhneſs to the Knight, 
than meet me in the field: ſo be careful not 


to afford him an opportunity to tell his ſtory, 


55 


and let n me ſee 85 agua as ſoon : as poſſible,” 


The 1 5 promiſed to make all expe= 


dition; and ſet out for Leiceſter Fields, 


while Douglas purſued his way on foot into 
Piccadilly. es. 


REY 


— 


CHAP. Þ ©. 


VV E will now take a few retrograde ſteps 
to account for Archy's appearance at Rane- 


lagh, and for the exceſs of courage which 


induced him 'to challenge the. heir to the | 


Houſe of Durham. 85 


Since John bad leſt Leiceſter Square, her 
Ladyſhip had not ceaſed to reproach the 


Knight with having driven him from home; 


and had rendered the houſe ſo uncomfort- 
able, that even Sir Archibald, as well as bis. 


ſon, had often taken refuge at a tavern (for he 
had few acquaintance and fewer friends) to 
get out EL her way. -Archy, having formed 
„„ „ | a ſort 


* 
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a fort of intimacy with the Mr. Merry 
already mentioned, who had chambers in 


Staple's Inn, was, fortunately as he thought, 


engaged to dine with him on that day. Re- 


peated potations of ſtrong punch, to which 


be was wholly unaccuſlomed, led him to 
fancy he poſſeſſed ſome, ſmall ſhare of that 
manly virtue a by the name of 


_— 


- During breakfaſt he mentioned the cir- 
a to her Ladyſhip, who. did not 
care. how often he dined or ſupped from 


bome, lo long as it was not at coffee - hauſes 


or other public places, where he was of courſe 
pending money, and which he had often 
had it in his power to do of late, owing to a 


preſent he had received from his generous 


— 


| nh R 8 5 e 
ce If ye are invited to Heigl 8, 45 wh fay, 
and to dine at free | coſt, why weel and 
gude, for ye ken the ſource of yere late 
| extravagance i is ſtopped; 3 ye are an atrocious. 
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fule, boy, or ye would hang like a leech to 


pere brother, till he provided for ye, joſt to 


make ye off; but mark my words, if ye run 
in debt, ye may rot in priſon! Bleſs God, 
] am willing and able to give ye yere board 
and lodging, though tis ainly doing ye an 
injury, and encouraging ye in idleneſs; ye 
ought, fin ye are ſae unwilling to be made 
independent, to turn oot; yere brother 
never coſt us a farthing from the time he 
left college; but ye have nae the ſpirit of a 
bouſe — hoot upon ye l I can hardly credit ye 
are a Mackenzie ! However, if ye ſtay oot as. 
ye have done of late at Counſellor (or Clerk 
Merry's, I ſuppoſe, if ye gave him his. 
reeght title). why ye ſhall find = doors, 
ſhut when yes come ane 


Archy proteſted: be had never ſtaid out 


till one o'clock ſince their arrival in London, 


and had frequently been at the door within 
a ſew minutes after they had retired ; and 
people could not keep any. company, not 


— 


>», 
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of courſe make any friends, if they did not 
conform to the preſent faſhionable hours. 


1 


« Grant me patience?” cried her Lady- 


| ſhip, to hear ſitch lazy loons as ye talk of 


faſhionable hours! Vere brother John might 


reaſon ſo; but ye, 300 varlet, wha was 
never in a great mon's company but in my 
preſence, to make the company ye keep an 
excuſe for yere irregularities! When ye can 
convince me, like Johnny, ye have ſpent 
even the night in Mr. Douglas's, or Colonel 
Fraſer's company, I ſhall nae complain tull 


ſee ye come hame at breakfaſt time next 


morning ; ſo ſay nae mair, ainly take care to 
keep good hours tull ye can make a rage 
excuſe for yere bad ones!“ 


Thus ended the converſation; but her 
Ladyſhip having ſeen him ſet out for his 
friend's, dreſſed in the new ſuit he had had 
made to go to Lord Everly's, declared her 
ſuſpicions of his having- told her a falſity, 
and 3 ſhe would ſit up herſelf till 

he 


1 
14. 7 


ccc 
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bs did come home, that the z might convince 
_. herſelf whether her ſtrict injun&tions were 


5 . 


+5 Mt: pla o'clock the family went to 
their uſual ſupper (ſince John had left the 
Square) bread and cheeſe, and fourteen 
ſhilling beer; porter was her Ladyſhip's 


aauverſion, it was too heavy a liquor at night, 


and none but coal-heavers could require it 


at dinner. Having finiſhed their frugal 


repaſt, which afforded her Ladyſhip an op- 
portunity of entering into a diflertation upon 
the dearneſs of proviſions, ſhe ſat with to- 
lerable patience till midnight, which was 
much too late, in her opinion, conſidering 
the extraordinary fire and candle ſuch late 
hours forced them to burn; but they muſt 
be like other people of rank. Being deter- 
mined, however, to ſee Archy, that ſhe 
might aſſure him, once for all, this was the 
laſt time he ſhould: ever gain admittance 
after twelve, ſhe propoſed a game at cards 
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to paſs away the time; and owing to her 
remarkubly good luck, ſhe did not reflect 
upon the hour, till the watchman informed 
her it was paſt two o'clock. Both the 
Knight and her now (as they had often 
done before) made innumerable raſh vows 
concerning their ſon, who, her Ladyſhip 
proteſted, would be the ruin of them, as 
ſhe foreſaw he would run over head and ears 
in debt, and they muſt either diſcharge 
them, or loſe great part of their conſequence, 
if not their character; but he muſt and 1 
ſhould do ſomething for himſelt. 1 


| f # 15 
Their two ſervants had been ſent to bed; 
therefore they had no alternative but to ſit i : 


till be did come; or to lock him out at once. 
At laſt they agreed to wait, till three, after 
whiah hour he ſhould ſeek a lodging elſe- 
where, let what would be the conſequence. 
Her Ladyſhip attributed all his bad habits 
to idleneſs, and only wiſhed John would ſo _ 
far exert his intereſt, as to get him a 
ſmall appointment any where abroad ! Once 

| | | out 


- 
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the 

out of England, he might fink or ſwim, live whe 

. -or ſtarve, juſt as it happened; they ſhould. af 
have done their duty, and no one could the 
blame them! A handſome preſent, properly 9 the 
applied, ſhe knew would do the buſineſs ak 
without troubling John; but then, if the tha 

. worthleſs loon did not do his duty, the | He 

money would be all thrown away: beſides, 

ſhe did not yet deſpair of getting better l 
acquainted with Mr. Douglas. Could not fee 
they contrive to get him to fit for his pic- M. 
ture? Sir Archibald knew how to pleaſe him PID 
that way, and ſhe would take care to put * 
him in an excellent and —_- 
2 5 the 
Little dig her Ladyſhip think the ſon, the 
for whom ſhe was thus maternally anxious fell 
to provide, was at that very moment doing _ 
his utmoſt endeavours to render all her wiſe 4 
Pans abortive. 5 RE; 
fea 
1 having been ſo 1 handled at 45 
Ranelagh, the aſſociates had at laſt aſcended od 


their vehicle, in which they drove to 
| = the 


\ 
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the - coffee-houſe in Cockſpur Street, 
where they were engaged to ſup with a party 
of their own ſtamp, to whom they related 
the tragical fracas which had occurred upon 
their departure from Ranelagh, imputing 
the whole blame, as may be ſuppoſed, to 
that inſolent ſcoundrel who lived at Durham 
Houſe, but whoſe name they had forgot. 


_— 


Moſt of their ſoi-diſant friends were per- 
fectly ſober; and, very anxious to make 
Merry . and Archy carry the joke a little 
farther, they therefore plied them not merely 
with wine, but even brandy, till they per- 
ceived they were quite off their guard, and 
then pointed out the abſolute neceſſity 
there was for their calling that impudent 
fellow to an account for his ſcandalous treat- 
ment. One of them penned the challenge 
aiready mentioned, which Merry was ſent 
to- deliver; and as ſoon as he was gone, 
fearful they might get concerned in the 
ſcrape they did not doubt he would be in- 

|. volved in, they made their exit, leaving 

OS 8 0 Archy, 
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\ Archy, who was almoſt too drunk to notice 
their defection, to wait his return ſolus.— 
But the moment the glaſs ceaſed to circu- 


late, and theſe kind ſouls ceaſed to extol his 
courage, the doughty hero began to feel 


certain qualms, very inimical to the appoint- 


ment Merry was gone to make in his name. 
The rage the latter ſeemed to be in when he 
returned, quite alarmed, and nearly ſobered 
him; the flogginz bout had had the fame 
effect upon Merry, which induced him to 
call for their reckoning, and ſally forth into 
the ſtreet with the puſillanimous Archy, 
before he choſe: to communicate to o him this 
freſh griev ance. 


Achy eaſily conſoled himſelf for his 
| friend's mortification, fo long as he had not 
ſeen Douglas; but was not a little ſtartled 
when he diſcovered his adverſary was the 
friend from whom his family continued to 
hope they ſhould derive ſo many advantages. 
He blamed Merry for his precipitancy, and 
even hinted he had met with no more than 

he 


+ 2 - & © BY 
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he might expect, conſidering the Duke of 
Durham's rank. + | 


\ 


= THe Counſellor retorted very warmly ; he 


would make both him and the Duke repent 


if he ventured to ſay he had been to blame 


in the affair, when all he had done was out 
of regard for his honour. As for his Grace, 


he ſhould ſue him for damages, and did not 
doubt making his fortune by the job ! How- 
ever, if he, Archy, was inclined to remain 
his friend, he would accompany him home, 
and then into Hyde Park, properly armed, 


at the appointed time, when, if Douglas 


(as there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
would not) did not join them, they ſhould be 


at liberty to brand him for a coward in all 


public companies, and thus affix a ſtigma 
upon his name which his fighting half Eng- 
land would never totally remove. 


Archy dared not object to this conſide- 


rately generous propoſal; only ſaid he muſt 


go home, but would be ready to attend 
| | o 2 Merry 
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Merry at his own hour, ifhe would call for him 
in the morning. Upon this they ſeparated, 
each truly repenting they had ever begun a 
diſpute which neither expected would termi- 
nate much to their ſatisfaction ; for, notwith- 
ſtanding his vain boaſt, as he recovered his 


ſenſes Merry was but too conſcious it would 


be mere folly to attempt obtaining redreſs 
of the Duke of Durham, as his behaviour 
to that Nebleman would indubitably reduce 


the damages a jury might be obliged to de- 


cree him, to a few ſhillings, beſide creating 


him ſo many enemies, he ſhould be forced 


to relinquiſh all hopes of riſing in his pro- | 


feſſion; to lower Douglas would not be at- 
rended with any of theſe ſerious conſe- 
_ quences, and would equally gratify his re- 
venge. | 


Juſt as the watchman was informing 
the neighbourhood it was three o'clock, 
- Aichy reached his father's door, at the very | 
moment her Ladyſhip was preparing to bar 
According to his eſta- 
bliſhed 


and bolt him out. 


0 
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bliſhed cuſtom, he endeavoured to make the 
footboy hear, and let him in, without 
diſturbing the family, by rapping with his cane 
againſt the kitchen window—-a ſignal agreed 
upon between him and the lad, who always 
received huſh money upon ſuch occaſions. 


Her Ladyſhip heard the noiſe, and in- 
ſtantly ſuſpected it was by this means Archy 
eained admittance, unknown to them, at 
ſuch unſeaſonable hours. 
the Knight and Margaret, who were ſitting 
in the frocit parlour, to move as ſoftly to- 
wards her, as it might be thieves breaking 
in, inſtead of their ſon; but after ea 
very attentively for a few minutes, they 
heard Archy calling Tom, very ſoftly. Her 
Ladyſhip inſtantly reſolved to part with the 
footboy, and haſtily ftepping forward, 
opened the door with infinite precaution, 
and caught Archy in the very act of attempt- 
ing to force the area- gate. Not chuſing to 

create a diſturbance which might lower her 
in the opinion of her neighbours, ſhe deſired 

55 he 


She beckoned to 


eee — 
CITI , 8 OY , 


318 HARCOURT. 


he would walk in. With difficulty he 


complied with her requeſt, and chancing to 
fumble over the mat that lay at the door, 
nearly fell at his length 1n the paſſage. 


Her Ladyſhip, who was cloſe behind 
him, haſtily flung to the door, and ſeizing 
him by the arm, as he was making an at- 
tempt to aſcend the ſtairs before her, turned 
him round, and, rendered ſpeechleſs be- 
tweea anger and ſurpriſe at the figure he cut, 


dragged him towards the parlour door, that 


ſhe might take a better ſurvey by the light ; 
and as he rather reſiſted her efforts, ſhe 
fairly ſhoved him in before her with both 
hands, when, unfortunately, his foot caught 
In the carpet, and owing to the additional 
force he proceeded with, he fell head-fore- 
moſt into the middle of the room. 


£ Would to God ye had broke yere neck!“ 
exclaimed her Ladyſhip. 
It would have been no great matter,” 


cried the Knight. | 
Drunken 


ga 
| PC 
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e Drunken creature!“ ejaculated Mar- 


garet; the Lord have mercy upon the 
poor ſoul who falls to your lot!“ 


By degrees Archy raiſed himſelf upon his 
hands and knees, and was pauſing to take 
breath, and recollect where he was, when 
her Ladyſhip, whoſe rage now exceeded all 
bounds, gave him a kick that occaſioned 


him to take a ſecond roll, and make ſeveral 


unſucceſsful efforts before he was able to re» 
cover his equilibrium; during which time 
ber Ladyſhip ſtood ſurveying him with 
the candle in one hand, while the other was 
lifted up in token of her aſtoniſhment. The 
ſmart ſuit ſhe herſelf had both choſe and 
beſpoke, was totally covered with dirt; he 


had allo ſeveral ſpots in his face, ariſing from 


the drops of wax from the flambeau, which 
had raiſed the ſkin wherever it came in con- 
| tat with his puffy cheeks. , Her Ladvſhip 
ſcreamed with exceſs of paſſion to find no 
expletives ſufficiently expreſſive of the rage 
her ſon inſpired her with. To queſtion him 
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was of no avail, as bis replies » were totally 
unintelligible. 


Having all three exhauſted every reproach 


the Engliſh language afforded upon the 
ſubje& of drunkenneſs, her Ladyſhip com- 


manded him to precede her up ſtairs, vowing 
this hould be the laſt time he ſhould ever 
ſleep under her roof. Archy had ſenſe 
enough to know filence was his beſt defence 
for the moment; therefore, by the help of 
the baniſters, he made ſhift to crawl up to 


his own apartment, which he was obliged 


to enter without a light, as, her Ladyſhip 
truly remarked, he was not in a condition 
to be entruſted with a candle ! Good peo- 
ple's lives were always in danger where ſuch 
worthleſs loons reſided ! She cloſed the 
door after him, telling him he might thank 
God ſhe had let himin at all. 


The whole family ſlept up two pair of 
ſtairs ; the Knight, my Lady, and Mar- 
garct, forward —Archy in the only room 

backward. 
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backward. Little paſſed after he was 
houſed, as her Ladyſhip obſerved it was of 
no ule to ſit up lamenting their misfortunes ; 
ſome deciſive ſtep ſhould be ſpeedily taken 
to rid her houſe of ſo intolerable a nuiſance, 
and to prevent the ſot from launching out 
into extravagances they ſhould ultimately 
be forced to pay for. 


Wilhing Margaret a good night, they 


betook themſelves to their reſpective 


couches, and ſoon forgot their recent trou- 


bles in a found ſleep, from which they were 
almoſt immediately rouſed by a violent 
knock at the front door. All three laid in 
trembling anxiety for half a minute, hoping 
they had been miſtaken, and that 1t was at 
the next door, when a more violent peal 
than the former made them all jump out of 
bed (though in different apartments) with 
one accord, dreading the houſe was on fire 
through Archy's having gone down ſtairs to 
get a light, which it was poſſible, when he 
thought they were aſleep, 

0 5 Margaret 
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Margaret ſlipped on a few clothes, and 
was running into her father and mother's | 
room, when the houſe abſolutely ſhook 
with the third knock, and, contrary to her 
firſt intentions, ſhe ran back to her own 
window. The Knight, actuated by the 
ſame impulſe, threw up his ſaſh, calling 

out, Who is there?“ The fight of a very 

| faſhionable carriage, and to appearance a 
very faſhionable young man ſtanding upon 
the ſteps, removed their firſt fears. 


= A 985 = 


In anſwer to the Knight's enquiry, the 

_ ſtranger, who was no other than Sir Charles 

Creighton, replied, he wiſhed to ſee Mr. 
Mackenzie. 


3 


- oY 


The Knight was undecided what to do, 
till my Lady, having alſo taken a ſurvey of N 


the ſpeaker, deſired him by all means to go Te 
down; it was no doubt ſome friend of John's, rc 
who did not know he had changed his 15 


abode, and he appeared of too much conſe- 
quence 
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quence to be refuſed admittance at any 


hour. f 


Without making any further enquiries, 
the Knight haſtened down ſtairs, and her 
Ladyſhip, attended by her dear Margaret, 
who ſtood upon the liſten, hurried after 
him; but ſtopped at the dining- room door, 


not chuſing to appear in ſight, yet particu- 
larly anxious to know what had brought - 


this gentleman, whom the Knight admitted 
as ſpeedily as letting down the chain, un- 
drawing the bolts, and unlocking the door 
would permit; and as ſoon as he was within 
the paſſage, aſked his name, and what 
could bring him at ſuch an unſeaſonable 


- hour. | 


« My name is Creighton, Sir Archibald 
Mackenzie,“ ſaid the ever (and ſeldom leſs 
ſo than at this moment) unceremonious Ba- 
ronet; © my buſineſs is with your ſou ; you 
will thereſore excuſe my explaining 1t to 


you. Is he at home?“ 
| 0 6 « You 
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* You mean my eldeſt ſon, I preſume, 
Sir?” ſaid the half-piqued Knight; © he no 
longer reſides here.” 1 
« It is your youngeſt I wiſh to ſee, Sir — 
Mr. Archibald Mackenzie, concerning an 
appointment he made laſt night with a friend 
of mine, If he is at home, I muſt ſee him; 
if not, can you inform me where is the moſt. 
| likely place to meet with him?“ EY 


The Knight hardly knew what to make 
either of this ſtrange viſiter, or his ſtrange 
requeſt, Appearances proclaimed him a 
man of fortune and faſhion, therefore pru- 
dence made him reſolve to comply with his 
requeſt, hinting, in hopes of bringing on 
an explanation, his ſon had retired rather 
in liquor. | 


% But you ſaw him, I preſume, in the 
courſe of the evening, Sir?“ ſaid the Knight. 
„ had that advantage, Sir Archibald ; 
but, ſober or not, I muſt requeſt you would 
permit me to ſee him now. Allow me to 
: ſtep 


%. 


writing, Sir?“ 
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ſep into his room; I merely wiſh to aſk him 
a queſtion no one but himſelf can reſolve” 

«© Then pleaſe to follow me, Sir,” ſaid 
the Knight, determined to liſten at the 


door, that he might get at the bottom of 
| this myſtery. 


Upon hearing them advance, Lady Mac- 
kenzie and Margaret ran up before them 
into their reſpective apartments, while the 
Knight, as he ſlowly preceded Sir Charles, 
enquired— 


% Could not you leave your buſineſs in 


. 66 Impoſſible, Sir Archibald, as it re- 
quires an immediate anſwer.“ 


By this time they reached Archy's door, 
which the Knight opened, and putting his 
candle into the Baronet's hand, faid— 


„Jou will find him there, Sir,” walk- 
ing forward into his own room. | | 
6 = Sir 
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Sir Charles ſhut the door after him, and 
advanced toward the bed, where the valiant 
Archy lay fully expoſed to view, the cur- 
tains having been taken down to be waſhed, 
as her Ladyſhip would have told any one 
who had aſked her the queſtion, though the 
fact was they were luxuries he never enjoyed. 
On one ſide lay great part of his over- 
night's implements of valour—on the other 
the beſt ſuit. Not at all reliſhing the 
various odours that affailed his olfactory 
nerves, Sir Charles haſtened to execute his 
commiſſion by calling Mr. Mackenzie 
ſeveral times, but with no effect; he there- 
fore ſhook him as well as he was able, ſtand- 
ing at the foot of the bed, not chuſing to | 
venture on either fide, till Archy erumbled 
out, Well, I am coming; what, is it time 
already?“ 

„Not quite,” replied the Baronet, giving 
him another ſhake to bring him to his recol- 
lection, which made him look wildly round, 
then growl out, Who 1s there? what do 
you want?“ | 


To 
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e To have a few minutes' converſation 
with you, Sir. Don't you recollect ſeeing 
me at Ranelagh laſt night, or muſt I 
aſſiſt your memory, by informing you I am 
the perſon who gave your friend Merry Mr. 
Douglas's addreſs.“ | 
« Oh! what Sir Charles Creighton ! 
Well, and what do you want with me?” 
« Simply to give you an anſwer to the 
note you ſent to Durham Houſe by Mr. 
Mer : | 


As the Baronet ſpoke very low, not to be 
overheard, and Archy choſe to make him- 
ſelf more ſtupid than he really was, he was 
obliged to repeat his words ſeveral times, 
and enter into a long explanation reſpecting 
the delivery of the letter at Durham Houſe 
before Archy choſe 0 comprehend him. 
At laſt he ventured to raiſe himſelf, and to 
put out his hand for the letter Sir Charles 
had for ſome time held extended. 


Not 
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Not having been able to find his night- 
cap in the dark, he had endeavoured to 
ſubſlitute his pocket handkerchief in its 
ſtead, which now, in conſequence, ſhaded 
his woeful countenance but raiſing it, the 


better to peruſe his letter, he ventured to 


look round him, glanced his eyes over the 
direction of the note, and after wiping his 
face with his ſhirt ſleeve, tore it open; but 
as he ſeemed hardly to underſtand it, Sir 
Charles preſented him with the light, and 
he began to read it once more, but trembled 
to ſuch a degree, the Baronet expected every 
moment to ſee his ſhirt on fire, and called 
out twice to caution him. At length he 
ſeemed to have made himſelf ſenſible of the 
contents, and looking at Sir Charles, ſaid— 


« Tam ſure I can't recolle& any thing 
that paſſed laſt night. I believe I was very 
much in liquor at Ranelagh.” - 

46 There I perfectly agree with you, Mr, 
Mackenzie ; but I oaly wait your anſwer to 
Mr, Douglas's note, and am empowered to 

5 inform 
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inform you, if you have any affairs of parti- 
cular conſequence to ſettle previous to meet- | 
ing him, he is perfectly willing to comply 
with your hour of appointment, though he 
ſhould prefer ſix to eight, as the ſooner and 
more privately diſputes of honour are ſettled, | 
the better.“ 

« My friend told me, Sir Charles,” re- 
plied the ghaſtly Archy, pauſing, and look- 
ing once more over the note, “that he was 
horſewhipped, by order of the Duke of 
Durham, I ſuppoſe, and that Mr. Douglas 
was not at home.” 

However, you now find the latter 
gentleman 1s ready and willing to give ſatis- 
faction, therefore only tell me Whether he 
is to expect you at ſix or eight.“ 


Archy's palli countenance lengthened 
conſiderably; he let the fatal Paper fall, 
and, half breathleſs, e | 


6 What is the clock, Sir Charles?“ 


Near 


— -. — I — — 
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« Near four,” replied the Baronet ; © ſo 
in two hours Mr. Douglas and myſelf ſhall 


expect to ſee you and Mr. Merry at the 


ring in Hyde Park!“ 


Had Death been ſtaring Archy in the face, 
he could not have been more terrified ; the 
bed really ſhook under him, and he broke 
into a profuſe perſpiration, while with heſi- 
tation he articulated 


Very nll. Sir Charles; I will get up, 
and go to Mr. Merry's ; but I am not pro- 
vided with piſtols—he told me I ſhouid not 
have occaſion for any. Where can I buy a 
pair ſo early, and get powder and ball? I 
can't meet Mr, Douglas before eight. I—” 
At this moment the door flew open, and 

in bounced the Knight and his Lady, the 
former in his dreſſing-· gown and flanuel night 
cap, her Ladyſhip with a dreſs cap over her 


night one, and wrapped in a long flannel 


Ind, their looks expreſſive of the 
ut moſt 
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utmoſt terror and 5 Her Ladyſhip 
began 


. Wha was that! beard 1 Has the good- 


for- nothing varlet offeaded the Honourable 


Mr. Douglas? Wha was all that aboot piſ- 

tols, pon der, and ball? Ye, Sir, are a 
Creighton, I underſtand from what the ſorry 
loon ſaid—a moſt reſpectable fameely ; yere 
father, Sir Andrew Creighton, was one of 
the moſt auncient, as well as worthy Baro- 
nets in aw North Britain, and nae doubt he 
has tranſmitted his virtues to his poſteerity ; 


and as for Mr. Douglas, his noble origin is 


his leaſt merit!“ 


Sir Charles, impatient to be gone, ſaid, 
I am ſorry you ſhould have been either 
alarmed or diſturbed, Lady Mackenzie; 
but I muſt refer you to your ſon for an expla- 
nation of the phraſes you ſeem to have over- 


heard. Allow me to wiſh both you and Sir 


Archibald good morning;” and giving the 


_ trembling Archy a look he perfectly under- 
| ſtood, 
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ſtood, endeavoured to make his retreat, 
when her COTE darted forwards, ex- 


claiming— 
Hold, hold, my dear Sir Charles! in 


the name of Heave en ſtop one moment, and 


tell me what my lon has been guilty of! He 


has cartainly offended yere noble friend—let 
me entreat ye would latisfy a balf-diſtracted 


mother.” 


The Knight ſeconded her entreaties, pro- 
teſting he dreaded the reſult of his own en- 


quiries. The Baronet, at a loſs what an- 


ſwer to make, aſſured them it was a mere 
trifling affair, which would indubitably be 


made up without their or any one's interfe- 


rence, and ought ſolely to be attributed to 


Mr. Mackenzie's having made rather too 


free with the bottle | | 
« Oh ye drunken villain!” cold her 


Ladyſhip, running towards the bed with 


uplitted hands, when unfortunately her foot 
MNlipped, and ſhe with difficulty ſaved herſelf 
from falling by catching hold of the poſt. 


Already 
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Already almoſt frantic with terror and rage, 
this accident rendered her nearly raving; 
ſhe ſcreamed ſo loud, both Sir Charles and 
her huſband thought ſhe was going into fits, 
till they diſcovered the cauſe. She then 
| vented her fury upon the unfortunate Archy, 
deploring very pathetically her misfortune in 


being related to ſuch a worthleſs, ſottiſh, 
good - for- nothing villain 5 


The culprit, between illneſs, fright, and 
his mother's ſcolding, was too much agi- 
tated to underſtand a word that had paſſed. 
Douglas's note, which had fallen from his 
hand, lay without fide the bed; it attracted 
her Ladyſhip's notice in the midſt of her 
reproaches; ſhe therefore 1nſtantly ſeized it, 
and began to read the contents. 


That 15 hardly fair, Lady Mackenzie,” 
cried Sir Charles; © that note is addrefled to 


your ſon, and was not intended for your 
peruſal.” 


« Aye, 
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« Aye, my gude Sir; but what concerns 
this ſorry loon, bad as he is, muſt alſo con- 
cern his fameely, and I ſee plain enough he is 
going to bring me and mine into trouble. 
Oh the villain ! I ſhall certainly go wild! 

My dear, tis the abominable drunken varlet 
has ſent a challenge to the noble Mr. Doug- 
las; dinnae ye ſee he's doing aw in his power 
to bring miſery upon us aw! Oh that I had 
nae lived to ſee this day! Pray, dear gude 
Sir Charles, if ye have ony regard for a 
mother's prayer, tell me how aw this came 
aboot!“ actually iqueezing out a few tears 
to ſoften the Baronet, who, ſtill more at a 
loſs how to act, again referred her to her ſon, 
and once more in vain endeavoured to make 
his retreat ; when her Ladyſhip, preſuming, 
what was literally the cafe, he was in haſte 
to leave the apartment, ſaid 


«] beg ten thouſand pardons, Sir Charles, 
for having detained ye one moment in this 
ſwine's kennel ; do pray walk down into 


the drawing-room only for five minutes—a 
| frlefuſal 
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refuſal would really break my heart, diſtreſſed 


157 


as Ialready am !” beginning to ſob aloud, and 
holding the Baronet faſt, who ſuffered him- 


ſelf to be thus led into the drawing- room, 


where, in ſpite of his efforts to prevent her, 


ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, and again ce- 


queſted he would inform her what had 
paſſed between Mr. Douglas and the atro- 


cious variet ſhe was obliged to acknowledge 


for a ſon. 


Thus preſſed, and finding it would be of 


no avail endeavouring any longer to keep 
them in ignorance, as they would indubi- 
tably extort a confeſſion of the whole tranſ- 
action from Archy the moment he was 
gone, he briefly recapitulated what had given 


Tiſe to the challenge, and his unſeaſonable 


viſit, adding, Mr. Douglas was no doubt in 
Piccadilly, impatiently waiting his return. 


The Knight and his Lady both declared 


themſelves ſhocked beyond the power of 


words to expreſs their concern, and declared 


the 
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the audacious Archy ſhould make any ex- 
cuſes eitlier the Duke of Durham or Mr. 


a 
Douglas would deign to receive. His aſſu- 8 
rance, which they could only attribute to the 
his inebriety, was unparalleled; had he in- an 
ſulted an equal, he might have ſettled his hei 
own quarrel, but to dare to demand ſatis- hat 
faction of the noble Duke of Durham's heir, cro 
becauſe he had treated him as his inſolence 
juſtly deſerved, would almoſt juſtify them in 
declaring him inſane, and confining him for tet, 
life; and if he were ever again ſcen in com- Kn 
| pany with his impudent colleague, Merry, Jas 
they would turn him out of doors pennyleſs, mu 
as there was no knowing what diſgrace the wo 
whole family might be involved in, if he Jjol 
continued to aſſociate with ſuch an ungra- bla 
cious varlet. = NO. | pec 
They then, underſtanding Douglas was - pM 


waiting Sir Charles's return, entreated the 
| Baronet would permit Sir Archibald to 
accompany him home, that he might con- 
vince that young gentleman how much he 
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was ſhocked by his ſon's behaviour. Sir 
Charles, anticipating ſome diverſion from 
the ſcene, readily conſented to the propoſal, 

and the Knight haſtened to dreſs, leaving 
her Ladyſhip to entertain their gueſt, who 
had been often tempted to ſmile at her ludi- 
crous appearance. 


She exerted all her eloquence during their 
tete-a-tete to induce him to ſecond the 
Knight's attempt to deprecate Mr. Doug- 
las's anger; repeatedly hinting ſhe was very 
much afraid both the Duke and himſelf - 
would repent having patronized her deareſt 
Johnny, though certainly he could not be 
blamed for his brother's folly : {till it was 
peculiarly * 


Sir Charles was by : no means ſorry when 
the Knight relieved him from the continued 
lamentations to which good manners forced 
him to ſeem to attend. She accompanied 
them to the ſtreet- door, obliquely hinting 
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to Sir Archibald what he ought to 8 ; and 
having ſeen them drive away, haſtened to 
her beloved Margaret, to communicate her 
preſent, paſt, and future terrors to this 
favourite child. | : 


END OF vol. 11. 
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3 PLAIN SENSE, 
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Third Edition. 

3 ö 
Though we are not accuſtomed to recommend with much 
warmth the reading of Novels, yet our caution ariſes chiefly 
from the fear of their being too much, or too indiſeriminately 
peruſed. A few ſelect books of this kind may be read with 
advantage, provided that ſuch reading be not made a daily or 
ſerious occupation: with this reſtriction, we recommend very 
cordially ſuch volumes as theſe we are conſidering, A ſtory 

more intereſting and affecting, or better told than this, has 
ſeldom come under our examination. Auſtere as critics 
are imagined to be, they are not inſenſible to the charms of 
ſuch a heroine as Ellen Mordaunt. Parents may not only, with 
ſafety, put theſe volumes into the hands of their children, but 

may even peruſe them with advantage themſelves, 


Britiſh Critic, December 1796. 


DISOBEDIENCE. 
By the ſame Author. 


© 


FOUR VOLUMES, PRICE 148. sEwED. 


The curioſity of the reader of Novels will naturally expect 
conſiderable gratification from any production by the author 
of Plain Senſe. In the peruſal of iheſe votumes, that curio- 
ſity will not be diſappointed. —Amongit the characters, 
that of Farmer Humphrey, the father of William, uitrates 
a melancholy truth, that it is not only in gentcel and ſplendid 
life that the happineſs of children is trequently tacrihced to 
the avarice and ambition of parents. 


Critical Review, February 1799. 
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| | OR, | 25 
. FHE WORLD AS IT IS. 
| A NOVEL, | 
| BY MARY ANN HANWAY, + 
FOUR VOLUMES, 12MO. PRICE 188. SEWED, 
Second Edition. 7 


Contrary to the generality of modern Novels, the ſtory of 
Ellinor becomes more ng as it proceeds; and the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon Sir Fretful's dramatical exertion in the critic 
will not. apply here. This performance certainly does not. 
want incident: the narrative is neat and ſimple; and the 


whole makes an agreeable publication. 
7 Britiſh Critic, January, 1799. 


Several of the ſcenes of this Novel diſplay an intimate 
acquaintance with life, and the habits of what is called poliſped 
ſociety. Some of the characters are ſketched with ſpirit, 
particularly that of Lady Jahn Dareall, an intrepid cham- 
pion for female rights, a bold contemner of vice and folly, and. 
a dignified example of principles, 

6 Beyond the fix'd and ſettled rules 
« Of vice and virtue in the ſchools,” 


Analytical Review, April 2 798. 5 


Ellinor is a deſerted child, whoſe parents are not diſcovered 
till the web of her ſtory is nearly completed; and the whole 
ready to be diſplayed as a well-finiſhed piece, compa& in all 
its parts, and ornamented with many beautiful flowers of wit 
and fancy. Sound judgment, ſolid reaſoning, and a know- 
ledge of the world, form the baſis of the fabrick. | 


European Magazine, June 1798. 


